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Asca~l  will 110~  bccornc  a mili-
tary alliance although bila-
teral arrangements can ‘ b e
made.

He also does not think lhat Asean
would evolve into a lull-flcdgcd
economic  alliance.

T o  a suggcslion lhnl Ascnn a l -
ready  Cd!CS potential ihrc,lts. with
l<ussian  bases i n  V i c t n a m ’ a n d
Vdnamcsc  troops in Kampuchea.
the Prime  Minis lc r  rcp l icd :  “If
America fmds it dif:icult Lo handit
the Soviets. I doubt whcthcr the al-
liancc ol the six Ascan c o u n t r i e s

“A l o t  o f  people assumed that
when Ascan was formed it Would
bccomc an economic  CoIxlnUni~y.
bat it is not easy to be involved in a
C,,mmon  Market Lypc o[ XX-II:>  be-
~:~LI.‘;c  the ;;,lt;uos Involved  ill‘i!  SO

diftcrcllt.
“For cxantplc. Indonesia has 150

mi l l ion  pcoplc  and  hcdvy tariff
rates, while Singapor’c  has two mil-
lion or three million pcoplc and no
lariffs.

can do very much.
“There  arc other ways if ban-

dllng ihc situation lhnn’tormmg  a
milit:lr_~  alliance.”

plus tnc loy.lity, discip’ino an<!  dc-
dicili  ,on.Thcsc  ili.C  va:lics  wc think
c a n  help US dd\r~iOi,  MLL~;L)‘Y~s.”

Asked if the Gov?rn:ncnt’.i  lsla-
rnisation  programlnc  was another
way of instilling such values, he
says: “Well. yes, II you intcrprct  Is-

T h e  f’rinlc Minlstcr dlSCUSSCS il ly’ Datuk  Seri Dr Mahathir  s a y s : lam correctly.  ‘i’kcrc i> a lo1 of con-
vnrietp of topics in ihc: intcrvicw. ~,\ “The  Xnitctl ‘States is the s i n g l e fusion in &hc Wcstcrn  mind aboul

..~ ___,. _--._.._~~ - - ; whcL Is1;11n  is all a b o u t .
“l?~r most  Wcstcrn.

“It’s very difficult to cqualisc
this sort of situation.”

Describing Kuala  Lumpur ’ s  rc-
lotions  with Washington as ‘fricnd-

I i p c o p l c .  1~l;rm is rcprc-
: scnlcd b y  ;)I) il!tolcrnnt

;lltit\Adc :OWGII’~  cvcry-
bouy hnngiug  pcoplc,
chopping off their  hands
and iill ol Ihal. But I s l am
is Inuch more than that.

ranging  f rom -4scan  and M a l a y -
sian-US relations  to the Look East
policy and his administration.

“!si;lm  mca11s  Lolcr-
;mrs. It means discipline
and  loya l ly .  Thcsc  a rc
values  propagntcd  by Is-
1:&m.

“When W C  talk a b o u t
;tbsorbinF; I s l a m i c  va-
lucs,  wc arc Lnllting about
thcsc things.”

Impatknt .

The Prime M i n i s t e r
also s+vs that “ou ts iders
have read more t h i n g s
inlo this lthc rcccnt) con-
stilutiJ)riaI  crisis t h a n
havr those who arc really
ijlvolvcd in this.”

H c  i1dt1.s  that if at nil
1lrc  Covcrnmcnt’s  rcla-
l i o n s  will1 the r o y a l
houses bccomr s t r a i n e d
as il rcsuit of this ‘crisis’
11 “would  b c  v e r y .  very
trlmpurary.”

“ M a l a y s i a  hi15  il great
deal  of rcsilicncc.  A f t e r
l!P(i!I  pcoplc  had  written
of1 Mal;~ys~a. a n d  y o u
k n o w  w h a t  the rcvulls
arc torl;lv.”

The  Prime Minister’s
reply:  “It is a question of
cmphnsis and style.

“The  policy is still basi-
(*ally thf! s:ime, b u t  1
m u s t  admit t o  b e i n g
rather i m p a t i e n t  a s  I
want to see things done.

“If things aren’t done. I
clf?sccnd like  a  t o n  o f
bricks 011  Lhc pcoplc who
don’t do Ihc job lhcy arc
sup}xw2d  t o  d o .

“l’crh;LlJS  p!OplC  SL’C
nlc ilS rather crude a n d
britsll,  ht wc a r c  n o t  a l l
nrittlc the same.”
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