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WE DON'T WANT HOSTILITY: P M

KUALA LUMPUR. Sun. —
Ascan will not become a m|||-
tary alliance although bila-
teral arrangements can ‘be
made. .

“We do not want to ajtract hosts
lity from other people,  Serti
Dr Mahathir Mohamadsays in an
interview published o the latest is-
suc of Newsweck magazine. .

T o asuggestion that Ascan al-
ready fuces potentialihreats, with
Russian bases in Victnam’and
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea,
the Prime Minislcr replicd: “1
America finds it difficult Lo handle
the Soviets, | doubt whether the al-
liance of the six Asecan countries
can do very much. X

“Therc arc other ways cof han-
dling ihc situation thantornmung a
military alliance.”

he "Prime Minister discusses a

variety of topics in iheinterview,

ranging from Ascan and Malay-
sian-US rclations to the Look East
policy and his administration.

He also docs not think |hat Asean
would evolve into a lull-flcdged
cconomic alliance.

“A lot of pcople assumed that -

when Ascan was formed it would
become an ceonomic community,
But it is Not to be involved in a
Cimmon Market type of set-up be-

canse the natwons involved are so -

different.

“Fur example, Indonesia has 150
million pcoplc and, heavy tariff
rates, while Singapore has two mil-
lion or threec million pcoplc and no
tariffs.

“It's very difficult to cqualisc
this sort of situation.”

Describing Kuala Lumpur’s re-
lations with Washington as ‘friend-
1y’ Datuk Seri Dr Muahathir says:

\“Thc United ‘States is the single

biggest cconoinic unit, and so
whatever habpens to the US ccon-
omy has a direct beariag on Ma-
laysia:.

“Therefor 2, we must have some
tangible roiationship with Amer-
ica.” 7

On the oaotivation behind the
Look Kar policy, the Trinte Minis-
ter sayv. *When we said “Look
Last’, woowere nat Jocking to the
Joast tee supplies or te give them
CoONra, S

"W Led thinking about the work
ethic.nd systems of managenient,
plus tie loyaity, discipline aand de-
dication. These ace valueswe think
can hclp us develop Malaysia.”

Asked if the Governminent’s isla-
misation programine was another
way of instilling such valucs, he
says “Well. yes, 1f you intcrpret Is-
lam correetlv. 'Thercis alot of con-
fusion in the Western mind about

"what Islam is all about.

\ “For most Western
‘ pcoplc. Iglam is repre-
tsented by an intolerant
attitude toward every-
bouy hangiug pcoplc,
chopping offtheir hands
and allof thal. But Islam
is muchmore than that.

“Isiam means toler-
ance. It means discipline
and loyally. Thesc arc
values propagated by 1s-
Lim.

“When we talk about
absorbing Islamic va-
lues, we arc talking about
these things.”

Impatient

The Prime Minister
ilso suys that “outsiders
have recad more things
inio this rthe recent) con-
stitutional erisis than
havethose who are realy
invelved in this”

Hc adds that if atall
the Government's rela-
lions withthe royal
houses become strained
is aresult of this ‘crisis’
it *would bc very. very
temporary.”

“Malaysia has a great

deal of resilience. After
1969 pcoplc had written
oft Malaysia, and you
know what theresults
are today.”
How is the country dif-
jerent under your rule
than under your threc
predecessors?

The Prime Minister's
reply: “It is a question of
emphasis and style.

*The policy is sill basi-
cally the same, but 1
must admit to being
rather impatient as I
want to sece things done.

“If things aren’t done, 1
descend like a ton of
bricks on Lhc people who
don'tdothe job they arc
supposed to do.

“Perhups people sce
nic asrather crude and
brash, but we arc not all
made the same.”
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