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KoTA KINABA_!&  F E B .  20 (BERNAMA) -“: D A T U K  SERI  DR MAHATH:IR ‘MijHAMAD;,
SAID  T O D A Y  T H A T  T H E  P A R T Y  W H O S E  E X P U L S I O N  F,ROMtTHE.BARISAN  NASjlom./.

H E  W O U L D  P R O P O S E  W O U L D  BE GSVEN THE’OPPORTUNITY  TO DE F E N D  ITSELF’
I F  R E Q U I R E D  TO Do so 8Y THE SARISAN  N A S I O N A L  S U P R E M E  C O U N C I L .

T H E  BARISAN  N A S I O N A L  S U P R E M E  C O U N C I L  WOULD’MEET  IN LAeUAN  O N
A P R I L  159 A  D A Y  B E F O R E  T H E  I S L A N D  I S  D E C L A R E D  A  F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y ;

T H E  M E E T I N G  W I L L  B E  T H E  F I R S T  S U C H  M E E T I N G  T O  BE H E L D  O U T S I D E
KUALA LUMPUR.

HOWEVER’,  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D E C L I N E D  TO D I S C L O S E  THE N A M E  O F  T H E
PARTY WHOSE EXPULSION HE WOULD PROPOSE,

HE SAID THERE HAS NO R E A S O N  F O R  H I M  T O  A N N O U N C E  T H E  NAME OF T H E
PARTY  T O D A Y  S I N C E  + I  H A V E  N O T  D I S C L O S E D  T H E ’ N A M E  Y E S T E R D A Y +  NH,ILE
O P E N I N G  A  P O L I T I C A L  WORKCAMP  AI-KENINGAU  ._ -.,- M O R E _  $:&,5_b_(ZA  l____.__,

flAHATHIR 2 KOTA KINABALW ‘,‘( b‘..
.)_

D A T U K  SERl“DR MAHATHIR,‘.WHO  I S  A L S O  T H E  BiRI&N-‘NkONAL C H A I R M A N 9  ’
SAID HE HAD.MqDE T H E  S T A T E M E N T  W I T H O U T  P R I O R  CONSULTAT-IONS-  W I T H
T H E  UMN9  L E A D E R S H I P .

S P E A K I N G  T O  R E P O R T E R S  A T  T H E  K O T A  K I N A S A L U  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A I R P O R T
BE,FORE  RETURNING,.?0 K U A L A  L U M P U R  A F T E R  A  T H R E E - D A Y  V I S I T ,  T H E  ‘ P R I M E
M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  DID..NOT.WIS.H  T O  D I S C L O S E  T H E  N A M E  QF,THE  P A R T Y _A _
A S  E V E R Y T H I N G  W A S  +STILL  NOT..OFFICIAL.+

A S K E D  W H E T H E R  H E  l+ULD  D E N Y  A  L O C A L  P R E S S  R E P O R T ’ W H I C H  DESCRJBED
USN0  AS THE PARTY-HE REFERRED TO'IN HIS SPEECH,  THE PRIME ,
M I N I S T E R  SAID HE WOULD NEITHER D E N Y  N O R  C O N F I R M  I T .

ASKED WHETHER. THE PARTY HE ALLUDED TO WAS SARAH-BASED,  HE REPLIED
, +LET’S W A I T + (THE  T W O  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T I E S  FROM,SABAH  ifiRE  USNO  AND’
PARTI  BERJAYA  I;HICH’  Is N O W  RU L I NG  THE STATE).

D A T U K  SERI D R ’ M A H A T H X R  SASD T H A T  XT W A S  UP.TO’ THE lJMN0  S U P R E M E
C O U N C I L  T O  BRING T H E  R E S O L U T I ‘ O N  T O  T H E . B A R I S A N  ,NASIONAL S U P R E M E
C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  W H I C H  W O U L D  T H E N  D E C I D E  WHE.THER  OR NOT‘TO  A P P R O V E
1.T . l ,’
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ii H E  SAID  IT &VI_TAL  T H A T  E V E R Y  .BARISAN,‘N’;A810’NA;.  C:dMPONENf,  ‘, -,
’ O B S E R V E D  A N D  S U P P O R T E D  THE ~OLICIh BEING- -LMPLEMENTED  _BY:.:,‘IHE

GOVERNMENT. ., ‘\ ,‘ . ;,-: i’
+IF A N Y  C O M P O N E N T  pARfY_:,OPPOSES  SUCH_ POi,id~;A~7~~-~~~“EYi.‘~C’~N  ‘iE/iVE ,[I -.

T H E  BARISAN NASIONAL,+  H E  S A I D . -

- IN HIS S P E E C H  A T  KENINGAUv  ,DATUK SER,l  DR ,IIAIfATHIR,:~AMO~~  O T H E R
THINGg,  HAD. ALLEGED- THAT THE PARTY,  WHOSE ‘EXPULSION ,,HE :‘WWLD ’
P R O P O S E D  HAD +$TAflBED THE.‘GOVERNHENT  ‘ IN_ THE 6ACKi‘  ,BYy T R Y I N G  TO,,: ‘.
U N D E R M I N E  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  A M E N D M E N T  A N D  F R U S T R A T E ’  EFFQRTS,TO
M A K E  L-ASUAN A FEDERAL T E R R I T O R Y .

HE GAID’THAT THE LEADERS OF THE' P A R T Y .  CoNCERtiED  HAD TRIED TO
UNDERniNE  THE E F F O R T S  O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  IN Ifa A’mimPTS  TO.REsOLVE
THE CONSTITUTIONAL  A M E N D M E N T  ISSUE.BY HOLDfNG’D&BCU=fONG:  WITH .
C E R T A I N  G R O U P S  O P P O S E D  T O  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  O N  T H E  ‘dbVE -TO TAKE  THE

M A T T E R  TO C O U R T  O N  T H E  G R O U N D  T H A T  T H E  GOVERNW’JT  wWWRONG  IN
.” PRESENTING  THE,AMENDMENT  . - - M O R E  ‘1725/HM : : :.

w
RECENTLY WHEN THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCE@ THAT LABUAN WOULD SE

MADE A FEDERAL .TERRlTORYy THE PARTY CONCERNED HAD CONDUCTED A
S I G N A T U R E  C A M P A I G N  A M O N G  K A M P U N G  P E O P L E  S T A T I N G  T H A T  T H E Y  DID,;NcrT
AGREE WITH THE GOVERNMENT’S DECISION ON THE MATTER.

DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR ALSO URGED SUPPORTERS OF THAT PARTY WHO
S T I L L  C H E R I S E D  T H E  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  T H E  BARIS4N  NASIONAL  TO LEAVE. T H E ’
P A R T Y  A S  +I? IS NO LONGER OF ANY USE.+ -

M E A N W H I L E ,  U S N 0  P A R T Y  L E A D E R S  D E C L I N E D  TO COMMENT ON THE PRIME
M I N I S T E R ’ S - S P E E C H  A S  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  MAHATHIR  D I D  N O T  D I S C L O S E  T\jE  N A M E  - ,,
OF THE, PARTY.

ITS SECRETARY-GENERAL Y DATUK H A J  I  1,DRUS ‘MASTPr#L& I W;EREL_Y  R E P L I E D ,  .’
+NO C O M M E N T . +  To S E V E R A L  Q U E S T I O N S  A S K E D  eY EXR~W  a? THE-  USIA
B U I L D I N G . : 1 j

H O W E V E R  1 HE SAID J USNO ,,WOULD,  ISSUE A.  STATEMENT hT ,THE
APPR0PHIATE  T I M E  AFl-ER A  .MEET’IN_G...‘rq,_eE  HELD $o@w, .-P~::.‘!(q,&tq:\  “,‘!.o;j/\-jM_ ~. .- ._..,
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