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BERNAMA) --  THE-GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES

PEOPLE FROM THE KAMPUNGS TO MIGRATE TO THE URSAN  AREAS BUT THEY
SHOULD BE PREPARED TO LIVE IN FLATS AND LONGHOUSES AND NOT CHOOSE
TO LIVE IN S Q U A T T E R  AREAS9  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR
MOHt’+J!bD  S A I D  T O D A Y . @. - - -

HE SAID THE’PEOPLE COMING TO THE TOWNS FROM THE RURAL AREAS
SHOULD NOT ONLY LIVE IN SQUATTER AREAS AS THE CONDITIONS IN SUCH
AREAS WERE WORSE THAN THOSE IN THE KAMPUNCS.

+,IF W E  W I S H  T O  L I V E  I N  T H E  T O W N S ,  W E  M U S T  A C C E P T  T H I S  F A C T .
TO R E D U C E  C O S T S  O F  LAND?  AND COST OF H,OUSINGr  W E  M U S T  B E  W I L L I N G
T O  iPVE I N  HIGHRISE 5UILDINGS O R  LONGHOUSES,

+WE S H O U L D  N O T  SE P R O U D  A N D  S A Y  T H A T  W E  D O  N O T  W I S H  T O  L:VE I N
FLATS,+ H E  S A I D  W H E N  O P E N I N G  T H E  H A W T H O R N D E N  N E W  T O W N  W H I C H  H E
RENANED  B A N D A R  W A N G S A  MAJUv S H O R T  F O R  B A N D A R  BARU T S T I W A N G S A  M A J U
A T  ULU K E L A N G .

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  F L A T S  I N  T H E  T O W N S  W E R E
M O R E  C O M F O R T A B L E  T H A T  CONDITIONSIN  +OUR PARENTS’  HOUSE* AN0 THEY
WERE DEFINITELY MORE CONFORMATABLE  THAN THE SQUATTER HOUSES.

+IF WE CONSIDER SQUATTER HOUSES AS BETTER THAN FLATS,  IT  MEANS
THAT WE CAN AFFORD TO RENT OR PUCHASE LOW COST HOUBEB’BUILT BY THE
G O V E R N M E N T  O R  T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R . +  - -  M O R E  135O/SA
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T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  W I S H  T O  B E E  M O R E
R U R A L  P E O P L E  M O V I N G  T O  T H E  U R B A N  A R E A S  D I D  N O T  M E A N  T H A T  T H E Y
S H O U L D  C H A N G E  T H E  KRMPUNG  LIFE F O R  S Q U A T T E R  L I F E .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  I N T E N T I O N  W A 5  T o  H A V E  T H E  P E O P L E  F R O M  T H E
K A M P U N G S  L I V I N G  A  S E T T E R  L I F E  I N  T H E  T O W N S  A N D  T H E  L I F E  O F  T H E
S Q U A T T E R  D I D  N O T  R E F L E C T  T H E  C O M F O R T S  O F  T O W N  L I F E .

AS  SUCH9  HE SAID9  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  U R B A N  A R E A S  S H O U L D  BE
P R E P A R E D  T O  L I V E  I N

E
ENTED  HOUSES, OR EVEN SHARE R O O M S  O R  F L A T S

I F  T H E  R E N T A L  W A S  H I  H .
T HE Y  S H O U L D  A C C E P T  T H E. F A C T  T HA T  M O R E  P‘EoPLE  L I V E D  I N  AN A C RE

O F  L A N D  I N  T O W N S  T H A N  I N  T H E  R U R A L  A R E A S .
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE PRESENT SQUATTER AREAS COULD B E

D E V E L O P E D  T O  E N A B L E  M O R E  P E O P L E  T O  L I V E  C O M F O R T A B L Y  I N  T H E  T O W N S .
THE GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO ASSIST SQUATTERS WHO WISHED TO

C O O P E R A T E  W I T H  I T  O N  T H E  M A T T E R .  - -  M O R E  1400/SA
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+WE S H O U L D  N O T  A S K  T H A T  O U R  S Q U A T T E R  A R E A  B E  O U R  O W N ,  O R  W I S H
TS: HAVE  O U R  O W N  B U N G A L O W  F R E E  O R  C H E A P L Y  O R  F O R  A  L O W E R  R E N T
THL,N  T H A T  W E  P A Y  F O R  O U R  S Q U A T T E R  H O U S E S .

+P.ND W E  S H O U L D  N O T  T H I N K  T H A T  S I N C E  W E  A R E  U N A B L E  T O  P U R C H A S E ’  ,. :‘:
LAND  UE A R E  E N T I T L E D  T O  O T H E R  P E O P L E ’ S  L A N D . J U S T  A S ’  W E  D O  N O T
W I S H  T O  H A V E  O U R  P R O P E R T Y  T A K E N  O V E R  B Y  O T H E R  PEOPLE? W E  S H O U L D
N O T  C O N S I D E R  O T H E R  P E O P L E ’ S  P R O P E R T Y  A S  O U R  O W N  A N D  T H A T  IF’THE
O W N E R  O F  T H E  L A N D  W I S H E S  T O  H A V E  I T  BACK3 H E  M U S T  P A Y  U S
COMPENSATIONr+  H E  S A I D .

H E  R E G R E T T E D  T H A T  T H E R E  W E R E  P E O P L E  W H O  C H A M P I O N E D  T H E  C A U S E  OF
T H E  S Q U A T T E R S .

+-THEY NISH T H E  S Q U A T T E R 5  T O  R E M A I N  SQUATTERS9  B E C A U S E  W I T H O U T
T H E  S Q U A T T E R S ? T H E Y  W I L L  N O  L O N G E R  H A V E  A N Y  I S S U E S  T O  CHAMPXON.+

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E S E  PEOPLE.WERE N O T  C H A M P I O N I N G
T H E  C A U S E  O F  T H E  S Q U A T T E R S  B U T  W E R E  A C T U A L L Y  - F I G H T I N G  F O R  T H E I R
O W N  E N D S .

HE  SAID T H A T  I F  T H E I R  P R O P E R T Y  W E R E  T A K E N  O V E R  E V E N
:F IT WERE F O R  THE.SQUATTERSy  T H E I R  R E A C T I O N  W O U L D  B E  T O T A L L Y
D I F F E R E N T :  - -  M O R E  142S/MB



I-

P M  - S Q U A T T E R S  4  KUALA  L U M P U R

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E I T E R A T E D  T H A T  I T  W A S  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S
O B J E C T I V E  T H A T  E V E R Y  F A M I L Y  O R  A S  M A N Y  O F  T H E M  A S  P O S S I B L E  I N  T H E
C O U N T R Y  H A V E  T H E I R  O W N  H O U S E .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  T H E  P L A N S  T O  O V E R C O M E  T H E  H O U S I N G  P R O B L E M  B U T .
H E  SAID* T H E Y  W O U L D  N O T  S U C C E E D  I F  E V E R Y  O N E  W A N T E D  T O  H A V E  HIS OWN
WISHES MET.

D A T U K  S E R I ‘ D R  M A H A T H X R  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  T R Y I N G  TO I N S T I L L
G O O D  V A L U E S  A M O N G  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D  N O T  O N L Y  T H E  H A V E S  S H O U L D  PRACTISE
S U C H  V A L U E S .

“ I F  W E  A C C E P T  T H A T  P O V E R T Y  G I V E S  U S  T H E  R I G H T  T O -  D I S C A R D  S U C H
G O O D  V A L U E S ,  T H E N  A N A R C H Y  HILL R E I G N  I N  O U R  SOCIETYI” H E  S A I D .

OK T H E  N E W  T O W N , H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A G R E E D  W I T H  I T S
P A T T E R N  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T  W H I C H  E M P H A S I S E D  T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  A M E N I T I E S .

T H E  DESIGN OF T H E  R E S I D E N T L A L  A R E A  W A S  A L 0  A I M E D  A T  P R O M O T I N G
I N T E R A C T I O N  A M O N G  T H E  R E S I D E N T S .  - -  M O R E  ISlZ/MK
NNNN
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HE H O P E D  T H A T  T H I S  W O U L D  C R E A T E  A  M O R E  U N I T E D  A N D  C O N S I D E R A T E
Sc!C;ETY A N D  H E I G H T E N  T H E  F E E L I N G  O F  R E S P E C T  A M O N G  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  A N D
P R O M O T E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  C O O P E R A T I O N  A M O N G  T H E M .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  W H E T H E R  T H E  T O W N  W O U L D  B E  A  B E A U T I F U L
i;biD COMFORTABLE,PLACE T O  L I V E  IN D E P E N D E D  O N  N O T  O N  EUILDINGS A N D
iNFRASTRUCTURE  SYT I T S  R E S I D E N T S .

H E  S A I D  N O  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N C O U L D  C O N T R L  A N D  M A I N T A I N  T H E  A T M O S P H E R E
O F  T H E  T O W N  I F  T H E  P E O P L E  T H E M S E L V E  DID N O T  CO~TRXBUTE  T H E I R  E F F O R T S ‘
IN L O O K I N G  A F T E R  I T .

H E  S A I D  T H A T  I F  E V E R Y O N E  O B E Y E D  T H E  RkGULATIONS  A N D  W E R E  PROUD.OF
T H E I R  E N V I R O N M E N T 9  N O T  O N L Y  W O U L D  T H E I R  L I F E  B E  B E T T E R  B U T  EVEN.THE
C O S T  O F  MAITAINXNG  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  B E  R E D U C E D .  - -  B E R N A M A  151,5/MK
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