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some arrogant technical
off icers  f rom Malays ia
who even told him that it
w a s  n o t  w o r t h w h i l e
learning from the Japan-
c s c  a s  the J a p a n e s e
t h c m s c l v c s  wcrc Icarn-
ing from the West.

They fe l t  tha t  i t  was
better  to learn f rom the
original source.

But Dr Mahathir said
t h a t  lhcso wct’c empty
words as they wet-c  show-
ing no signs of learning
from the West.

Hc  added that bccausc
of such an attitude, Ma-
lays ia  was  lagging  be-
h ind  indus l r i a l ly  when
compared with countries
like S o u t h  Korc,a,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Singapore.

On the electronics  in-
dustry, ho said Malaysia
had for a long time pro-
d u c e d  m i c r o c h i p s  a n d
other clcctronic compon-
cnts. However, so far not
even one local industry
had manufactured goods
using thcsc.components.

On the other hand Ma-
l a y s i a  w a s  s u p p l y i n g
these components to for-
cign cornpanics  p r o d u c -
ing manufactured gcjods
w i t h  thcsc s e m i - p r o -
cessed products.
The l’rimc  M i n i s t e r
hoped t h a t  Japanese  in-
vcslors apd companies in
M a l a y s i a  ,would h a v e
:‘forwurd  and  backward
integration” to produce
oomponcnts .  machinery
and cquipmcnt  needed by
local industries.

Also prcscnl at the ccr-
cmony  wcro Trade a n d
I n d u s t r y  Minister
Tcngku Ahmad  ,Rithnud-
dcen. I.hc .Japancse  A m -
b a s s a d o r  here. Mr Aki-
tanc Kiuchi.
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