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said today Malaysia

can no longerrely on
and
mining sectors to
crcate jobs.

Kuturc cmployment
opportunities arc in in-
dustrialisation.

“Therc is nolimit to the
diversity and opportuni-
tics in manufacturing.
The only way wc can
grow and prosper is
through industrialisa-
tion," hc said.

Dr Mahathir said the
scope for jobs in agricul-
turc and mining was not
only limited by land and
resources but also by in-
creased mcechnnisation.

The Prime Minister
was opening the seventh
joint annual conference
of the Malaysian-Japan-
ese Economic Associa-
tion (Majeca/Jemeca)

crc.

Dr Mahathir said em-
phasis on industrialisa-
tion becomes more ap-
parent as Malaysia's
labour force would reach’
nearly 6.3 million by 198%
while its working-age po- ¢
pulalion would grow to ;
9.3 million in 1985 from
8.1 million in 1980.

In- 1985, 2.6 million or
41.1 per cent of the total
labour force would also
bc in the 25-39 age group
andthe number is ex-
pected to increase by 4.9
per cent per annum.

Mualaysia, thercefore,
had to adopt certainde-
velopment strategics
that would provide “gain-
ful employment to our ra-
pidly #raqwing work
force.”

Dr Mahathir said the
Look East policy fits into
Malaysia's long-term in-
dustrialisation pro-
grammcs.

Hc added that to im-
Prove the management of:
abour resources, the Go-
vernment had initiated
five types Of training pro-
grammcs for youths, na-
mcly in-plant training,
academic/technical edu-
cation, executive deve-
lopment training, institu-
tional linkages in
research and develop-
ment, training institutes
and administration.

The. firstthreec arc on-
going'programmes while
the last two arc in the:
preparatory stage.

hcsc programmes
would bc stepped up as
more information on lhc
clfectiveness of each is
being compiled.

Dr Mahathir also said
Malaysia welcomes out-
side assistance to moder-,
nis¢ its small-scale in-
duslrics.

Hc said largc-. me-i
dium- and small-scale inl
dustrics must develop in!
such away that they:
would rcinforcethe
strength of eachother.

“They must bc mutual-
ly bencficinl to one an-
other so that all the secc-,
tors of the economy:
would prosper and pro-
ductivity cnhanccd,” he
said. .
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