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c a n  n o  longer rely o n
the a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d

m i n i n g  s e c t o r s  t0
crcatc jobs.

Pulurc  cmploymcnt
opportunities arc in in-
dustrinlisation.

“Thcrc is no&mit  to the
diversity and opportuni-
t i c s  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .
The  o n l y  w a y  W C  can
g r o w  iIl>d  p r o s p e r  i s
t h r o u g h  induslrialisa-
lion.”  hc said.

Dr Maha th i r  sa id  the
scope for jobs in agricul-
turc and mining was not
only limited by land and
resources but also by in-
crcascd mcchnnisation.

The Prime M i n i s t e r
was  opening  the seventh
joint annual conference
of the Malays ian-Japan-
csc Economic  Associa-
t i o n  (Majeca/Jcmcca)’
hcrc.

Dr Mahathir said cm-
phasis on industrialisa-
lion becomes  m o r e  a p -
p a r e n t  a s  M a l a y s i a ’ s
labour  force would reach’
nearly 6.3 million by 1985

white its working-a@  po- 1
pulalion would grow to 1
0.3 million in 1935 f r o m
8.1 million in 1980.

Id. 1985,  2.6 million or
41.1 per cent of the total
labour force would  a l so
bc in the 25-39 age group
;Ind the n u m b e r  i s  cx-
pcctcd to incrcasc by 4.9
per cent per annum.

M;ilaysia.  thcrcforc,
had to adopt ccrtitin dc-
vclopmcnt  stratcgics
that would provide  “gain-
ful cmploymcnl  to our ra-
nidlv # r o w i n g  w o r k
iorcc?  - -

Dr  Maha th i r  sa id  the
Look East policy fits into
Malaysia’s long-term in-
d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  pro-
g r a m m c s .

Hc added t h a t  t o  i m -
prove the management of’
labour  resources, the Go-
v c r n m e n t  h a d  i n i t i a t e d
five types of training pro-
grammcs for youths, na-
mcly  in -p lan t  t ra in ing ,
;~cadcmicitechnical  cdu-
c a t i o n ,  exccutivc  dcvc-
lopmcnt training, institu-
t i o n a l  l i n k a g e s  i n
rcsc;>rch  a n d  dcvclop-
mcnt. training institutes
and administration.

The. first three arc on-
goingYprogrammes  while
the IaS t w o  a r c  i n  the’
preparatory stqc.

T h c s c  prdgrammes
would  bc  stcppcd up as
more information on lhc
offcctivcncss of  each i s
being compiled.

Dr Mahathir also said
M a l a y s i a  wclcomcs  out-
side assistance to moder-,
nisc i t s  smal l - sca le  in-
duslrics.

H c  s a i d  I a r g c - .  m e - i
dium- and small-scale in-l
dustrics must develop in!
s u c h  il Way  t h a t  they:
w o u l d  rcinforcc  the’
strength of each other.

“They  must bc mutual-
ly  bcncf ic in l  to  one an-’
other so that all the SW-,
tars o f  the economy*
would prosper and p r o -
ductivity cnhanccd,” he
said. .
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