
J\ly scnsus resolution.
+XOrding  t!.J this rCSO-

given new directions to Malaysian foreign po-
~~~~~;,~~~h~~~~~~&~~

licy.
tions has been directed to

In the arca of Maiaysi;~‘s  foreign relations, he
“prepnrc a comprchen-
sivc. fnctual  ‘ a n d  obicc-

has exerted the same vigour and vcrvc  that hc tive study on all asp&s
has dcmonstratcd  in initiating change at the ol Antarctica taking fully
domcst,ic  policy level. into account the Antarc-

Generally, the Prime Ministers in Malaysia’ to&F;;,:-  ,$sf~~~;;r~,~d,
have jealously gua.rdcd  their prcrogativc  to as- ;
scrt their leadership fjositions  on issues  rclat-

Dr Mahnth i r  has  r’c-

ing to the II,!! L,;I~‘s  forcig:?  ,&cy.
pcatedly called for An-’
tactica and its resources

C7,-:ri..;.  r11.q  l-jr Mahathil  i:, ,I’: ~~xccptiorl.  If at to bc dcfincd  as parl of
all. he has mada it cle;tr.on  more thaII one occa- the **common  hcritngc  of
sion that it is the I’rimc,Ministcr who initiates  mankind” and to be
high-level  rjolicv  chanacs. ,placed.under  a wider in-

ternational rcgimc.?his  tr;r&tiol; of strollbj?cadcl  ship in the na-
t iun’s  cxtcrnal  rclatiol1s  has bccig firnlly  and
continuously rcinforccd ill lhc l~hl two years.

The formulation of foreign policv is not the

Another  str&ld w h i c h
has cmcrgcd in a distinct
manner .in the conduct of
Malaysia’s exlcrnal rcla-
tions is the f o r g i n g  o f
close relations  w i t h  the
ncwcr  and smaller  States
that  have  achicvcd  inde-
pcndcncc  r a t h e r  rcccint-

lY.

m o n o p o l y  C$ the M in -
istry  of Foreign Af-
Lirirs as fore ign  pol icy and main ta ined  on  the
is a composite  of ;I b;isis of t h c s c  c o r n e r -

country’s dcfcncc, po-
stones over the last dc-

liticirl,  ccononli(:,  ““~&, the tin,c  of l-un
Wad; i:tId ~:\~ltut-;~l  !IU- iibdul  ll;imli,  changes  in

The l’rimc M i n i s t e r ’ s
visit to the Pacific island
States of Fiji,  Western
S a m o a .  Tonga.  Papua
New Guinea.  M a l d i v e s
:Ind the visits of some of
.thc lcadcrs of thcsc coun-
tries to Malaysia undcr-

W i t h i n  the sphcrc”ot
the Is lamic  communi ty
of nations. Malaysia is
playing a dynamic role in
the dclibcrations o f  t h e
Organisation of the Isla-
mic Conference.

hlalaysia  has in rccenl
years  carved out a niche
for  itself as an activist

1 and committed member
in the Islamic world.

Malaysia is currently
involved in mediation Cf-
for ts  to  so lve  the Iran-
Iraq conflict.

F r o m  the foreign p o -
l icy  perspect ive ,  there
are  two impor tan t  clc-
mcnls which stand out in
the Mahath i r  Adminis -
tration.

@nc is its strong sup-
port for the cause of the
P a l e s t i n i a n  pcoplc and
the other is its rcaclion
t o w a r d s  the Islamic rc-
volution in Iran.

Malaysia has support-’
cd the struggle for the lc-
gitimate rights of the Pa-
les t in ian  people and the
Palestine Liberation Or-
g a n i s a t i o n  (PLO)  in the
past.

This support in the past
had been at a subdued lc-
vcl. Under Dr Mahathir’s

in Malaysia’s  commit-
mcnt to the Palcstiniun
c a u s e  bctwecn the M a -
h a t h i r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
and previous administra-
tions.

The Islamic rcvoluliun
i n  I r a n  has ~vcloped
new dimcnsiofis  in the in-
t e r a c t i o n  o f  M a l a y s i a
with the world of Islam.
One i s  the external di-
mension.

Since the  overthrow of
thc.regimc of the S h a h .
Malaysia has been drawn
into mediation efforts fo-
cussing on the Iran-Iraq
conf l ic t  th rough the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic
Confcrcnce.
Cur ren t ly .  Malays ia  i s
the chairman of the OIC
committee trying to seek
ways and mcans to settle
the conflict.

The second dimension
tha t  the I s lamic  rcvolu-
tion in Iran has for Ma-
laysia is the impact Lhat
it has had on Islamic fun-
damentalism both in this

.country and  i n  gcncral
throughout the world.

T h e  current  uolitical
lcadcrship in M;ilaysia  is
acutely aware of the im-
pact of the Islamic rcvo-
lution in h-an on the so-

.

.
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ludcs prcvniliIrg  by com-
p a r i s o n  w i t h  other  Go-
vcrnmcnt  dcpartmcnts
a n d  a g e n c i e s  involved
with national affairs and
programmcs.

In a m;tnncr that js
both distinctjvc and dill‘-
ing. Dr Mahathir br ings
into focus the intcgrativc
element which is cruciikl
for a well  dcfinc~d ;tlrd I,:]~
1;lnccd  policy, conl;liniII;:
new thrusts  ;mtl yc4 I‘(‘-
tajlling m;lny  of the c:iL’-
dinal  .rnd tr;Ltlitio11‘11
planks of Malaysi;r’s for
cig:lI  policy.

;ind  ac t ive  mcmbcrship
in Ascan; and.

0 Commitment t o  the
Organisation of the Isla-
m i c  Confcrcncc (OIC)
and support of lhc princi-
plcs of the Charter  of the
United Nations Orgnnisa-
lion.

One feature that co,,-
tinucs to nl;Irk  both  Lhr

score this.
In the. rclalionship

b e t w e e n  M a l a y s i a  a n d
these’ countries, Malay-
sia iS

Y
merging  a s  a

source 0 technical assis-
tance and co-operation.

It signals, in fact. the
unfold ing  of  what  one
may call an era of South-
South co-operation in a
small, yet highly signifi-
cant manner.

The classic pattern  of
t e c h n i c a l  dssistancc
Ciowing  frpm the Wcstcrn
industrial bloc of nations
to the Third World coun-

tiv,, l.;ib  drmonslr;licd
tries has  been g i v e n  ii
new orientation  w h i c h

this vir  1dl.y.  Mal;lybi;l.  to- could form ?hc basis for
1;clhcr  Hit11  II ::ruulJ  of o t h e r  South-South co-
nor,-nligncd zl;ctic,ns sh,ir-
ilhg  the san~c <:o~IlIli~l

opera t ion  programmcs
,Itnong the community of

IllCllt  Oil  t h i s  LSSIIZ,  hils Third  World countries,
pressed for ;I rcconsidcr-
;rlion  o f  the present rc-
gimc governing the An-
tarctic area.

Tlris  issue llils b,cfn C;I-
ken up at various forums.
particuln.rly  the Gcncral
Assembly of  the United
Nations and the summit
meeting  o f  t h e  noP-
aligned movcmcnt 111
New Delhi in 1983.

Although M;tlaysi& lo-
gcthcr w i t h  Bt:rmudi~
.~nd A n t i g u a .  were n o t
successful in, inserting
lhc item on the Antarctic

c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  st;lt,IlIty  l 011 the aren&i of the C;cn-
of  uolitical  order in Ma-
lay’sia  has been the c o n -
t i n u o u s  u p h o l d i n g  o f
thcsc planks in the cxtcr-
ml rclatious  dcvcloped

,cral  Assomblg i n  1983.
subsequent discussion of
the item in the p o l i t i c a l
committee  of the Uni ted
Nations resulted in a con-

leadersh ip ,  Ihc diplum:i-
tic and Dolilical  energies
of Maliysia  h a v e  b&en
m a r s h a l l c d  t o  provide
support for the struggle
of the Palestin@  people
and the Palestine  Libera-
tion Organisation.

T h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f
Malaysia to the Palcslin-
ian cause  was  s t rongly
indicated by the hosting.
of  the  Asian  Regional
Conicrcnce  on’ the Qucs-
tion of Palcstinc  in May
1983 in Kuala  Lurnpur.

The Kualn 1,umpur Dc-
claration  that.  I-csultcd
from the Asian Regional
C o n f e r c n c c  h i g h l i g h t s
the change in emphasis

c i o - p o l i t i c a l  I s l a m i c :
forces in the country.

On this matter, lhe go-
vernmenta l  au thor i t i es
have been discreet a n d
judicious’ in toning down
the impact of the Iranian
Islaniic revolution from
serving as a model for IS -
l a m i c  p o l i t i c a l  forces
wi th  revo lu t ionary  and
republican objectives.

In October 1983, the
Prime  Minister w a r n e d
I s l a m i c  fundamentalist
groups against seeking to
establish political institu-
tions of a republican na-
ture which wcrc ~onlrnry
to the Malaysian Consti-
tution

.
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