SINCE taking office as Prime Ministeryin July sensus resolution.

Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad phas ini- Apcordmg to this rcso-
tiated moves and policy changes which have glllon.lt}fl?hsacyftéx&)s—
ri irecti i oi Jeneral of the United Na-
;I,ixc\;en new directions to Malaysian foreign po- {ions has boen directed to

N L, . . “preparc a comprchen-
In the arca of Malaysia's forcign relations, he gli)ve_pf:]_ctua] ‘ané) objcc-
has exerted the same vigour and verve that he tive study on all aspects
has demonstrated in initiating change at the of Antarctica taking fully
domestic policy level. into account the Antarc-
Generally, the Prime Ministers in Malaysia’ tic treaty system and
have jealously guarded their prerogative to as- other relevant factors™.
. - Ao 1 Dr Mahnthir has re-
sert their leadership positions on issucs relat- )
ind to the st un's foreies solicy pcatedly called for An-
gﬁ ) ¢ v aais lor kv‘i:!».r v‘IU 1¢y. . taretica and its resources
Coriaonly Dr N_lahuthu- is no exception. If at (4 pe defined as part of
all. he has made it clear.on morc than one occa- the “common heritage of
sion that it is the Prime Minister who initiates mankind” and to be
high-level policy changes. .placed under a wider in-
This tradition of strongYcader ship in the na- ternational regime.
tiun’s external relations has been firmly and ha‘;‘“&;’éﬁécﬁrﬁ“g é\llsr;:r?crt]
coq"tgr}ufouslyl r_cmfor(;[ud i{:rlhc pa_r..t‘ut' two YCUrs.  ;,anner in the conduct of
¢ formulation of _oru,.,npohu is not the  Malaysia's externalrela-
monopoly o.f.thc Min- tions is the forging o f
istry of Forcign Af-

close rclations with the
fairs as foreign policy newer and smaller States

and maintained on the

i S site : asis of thcsc corner- at hi ‘hieved inde-

is a composite of a basis o that have achieved inde

country’s dcfenee, po- stones over the last de- pendence rather recént-
; cade.

litical, economic,

trad: and cultural po-
licies. )

The roous ot loreign po-
licy arvce Jvand in &
country’s political, ceono-
mic and sovcial strue-
tures.

Since the time of Tun
Abdul Razak, changes in
political leadership have
not signalled any funda-
inental shifts in the for-
cigu policy posture of
Kuaia Lampur. Q

While the changes

The Prime Minister’s
visit to the Pacific island
States of Fiji, Western
Samoa. Tonga, Papua
New Guinea, Maldives
and the visits of some of
theleaders of thesc coun-

‘tries to Malaysia under-

Within thesphere”ol
the Islamic community
of nations. Malaysia is
playing a dynamic role in
the deliberations of the
Organisation of the lsla-
mic Conference.

Malaysia has in recent
years carved out a niche
for itsell as an activist
+ and committed member
in the Islamic world.

Malaysia is currentl
involved in mediation ef-
forts to solve theIran-
Iraq conflict.

From the foreign po-
licy perspective, there
are two Important ele-
ments which stand out in
the Mahathir Adminis-
tration.

One is its strong sup-
port for the cause of the
Palestinian pcople and
the other is its rcaction
towards the Islamic re-
volution in Iran.

Malaysia has support-’
cd the struggle for thele-
gitimate rights of the Pa-
lestinian people and the
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO) in the
past.

This support in the past
had been at a subdued le-
vel.Under Dr Mahathir's

[

in Malaysia’'s commit-
ment to the Palcstiniun
cause hetweenthe Ma-
hathir Administration
and previous administra-

tIQ'PI%‘e Islamic revoluiion
in Iran has dgvecloped
new dimensions in the in-
teraction of Malaysia
with the world of Islam.
One is the external di-
mension,

Since {he overthrow of
the . regime of the Shah.
Malaysia has been drawn
into mediation efforts fo-
cussing on the Iran-Iraq
conflict through the Oc-
ganisation of the Islamic
Confcrcnce. .
Currently. Malaysia is
the chairman of the OIC
committee trying to scck
ways and mecans to setile
the conflict.

The second dimension
that the Islamic revolu-
tion in Iran has for Ma-
laysia is the impact that
it has had on Islamic fun-
damentalism both in this

_country and in general

throughout the world.
The current political
lecadership in Malaysia is
acutely aware of the im-
pact of the Islamic revo-
lution in Iran on the so-



Some Ministries ol
FForeign Aflairs, seen Lo
be ‘forcign’ Ministiries in
terms of the outlook ol
their personnel, the work
atmosphere and the atti-
ludcs prevailing by com-
parison with other Go-
vernment departments
and agencies involved
with national affairs and
programmes.

In a manner that is
both distinctive and dar-
ing., Dr Mahathir brings
into focus theintegrative
clement which is crucial
for a well defined andba-
lanced policy, containing
new thrusts and yet re-
taining many of the car-
dinal and traditional
planks of Malaysia's for
eign policy.

Traditionally Malay-
sian foreign volicy is
made up of the lullowing
clements:

® Adherence to the phi-
losophy of noh-alignment
in international affairs
and active membership
in Ascan; and.

® Commitment to the
Organisation of the Isla-
mic Conference (QIC)
and support of theprinci-
ples of the Charter of the
United Nations Organisa-
lion.

One feature that con-
tinues to mark both the

have nut been fundamen-
ial, the period of the Ma-
hathir Administration
hus witnessed a new
shaping of old policies
and prograymnmes.

Within the non-aligned
group of nativns, Malay-
sic I assumed a more
active and assertive role.

Non-alignment to Ma-
laysia today has not just
meant a passive, adher-
ence to the sanctimon-
ious deelaration of the
principles and ideas of
the non-aligned philo-
sophy.

The Anturctic initia-
tive Las dewmonstraied
Lhis vividly. Malaysiy, Lo-

score this.

in the rclationship
between Malaysia and
these countries, Malay-
sia Is egmerging as a
source technical assis-
tance and co-operation.

It signals, in fact. the
unfolding of what one
may cal an era of South-
South co-operation in a
small, yet highly signifi-
cant manner.

The classic pattern of
technical assistance
{lowing from the Wcstcrn
industrial bloc of nations
to the Third World coun-
triecs has been given a
new oricntation which
could form the basis for

gether with a group of other South-South co-
non-aligned nations shar- operation programmes

ing the same commit

among the community of

ment on this issue, has ;phird World countries.

pressed for arceconsider-
ation of the present re-
gime governing the An-
tarctic areca.

This issue has been ta-
ken up at various forums.
particularly the General
Assembly of the United
Nations and the summit
meeting of the non-
aligned movement in
New Delhi in 1983,

Although Malaysia, lo-
gether with Bermuda
and Antigua. werc not
successful in, inserting
lhc item on the Antarctic

continuity and stability . anthe apenda of the Gen-

of political order in Ma-
laysia has beenthe con-
tinuous upholding of
these planks in the exter-
nal relations developed

«eral Assembly in 1983,

subsequent discussion of
theitem in the political
commiltee of the United
Nations resulted in a con-

n

leadership, thediploma-
tic and political energies
of Malaysia have bcen
marshallcd to provide
support for the struggle
of the Palestinian people
and the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation.

The commitment of
Malaysia to the Palesiin-
ian cause was strongly
indicated by the hosting.
of the Asian Regional
Conference on' the Ques-
tion of Palestine in May
1983 in Kuala Lumpur.

The Kuala L.umpur De-
claration that. resulted
from the Asian Regional
Confercncc highlights
the change in emphasis

cio-political Islamic:
forces in the country.

On this matter, the go-
vernmental authorities
have been discreet and
judicious' in toning down
the impact of the Iranian
Islamic revolution from
serving as a model for s.
lamic political forces
with revolutionary and
republican objectives.

In October 1983, the
Prime Minister warned
Islamic fundamentalist
groups against sceking to
establish political institu-
tions of arcpublican na-
ture which were contrary
to the Malaysian Consti-
tution
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