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- -  T H E  F E D E R A L  tOVERN?iENT  W I L L
ENDEAVOUR TO STRENGTHEN THE ROLE OF PULAU LABUAN AS A F R E E  P O R T
A N D  E N T R E P O R T  C E N T R E  F O R  ASEAN  WHEN IT BE,COMES F E D E R A L
TERRITORY*  D A T U K  SERI D R .  H A H A T H I R  MOHdljA&  S A I D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  TOLD-THE’-DEWd~-R~KYAT  THAT THXS W O U L D  S P E E D
UP ITS DEVELOPMENT FOLLOWING THE CHANGE IN ITS ECONOMIC S T R U C T U R E
W H I C H  W O U L D  G E N E R A T E  J O B  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  I N  P R O D U C T I V E  A C T I V I T I E S .

A L L  T H I S  W O U L D  B E N E F I T  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  MALAYSXA’r  I N  P A R T I C U L A R
T H O S E  I N  T H E  T E R R I T O R Y ,  H E  S A I D  W H E N  T A B L I N G  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N
( A M E N D M E N T )  (NO.21  B I L L  1 9 8 4  O N  T H E  S E T T I N G  U P  O F  L A B U A N  F E D E R A L
T E R R I T O R Y .

H E  SAID A COMHITTEE A T  OFF,ICIAL L E V E L  H E A D E D  B Y  T H E  C H I E F
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN SET UP TO CO-ORDINATE
A L L  ADMINISTRATfVE  M A T T E R S  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  NQ PROBLEllS  W O U L D
A R I S E . \

T H E  C O M M I T T E E  W A S  A L S O  CO-ORDINATING  E F F O R T S  TO.ENSURE  T H A T
S A B A H  G O V E R N M E N T  O F F I C E R S  A N D  S T A F F  SN LA5UAN  WOULD BE _ --
ABLE TO CONTINUE TO CONTRIBUTE.THEIR  SEaRVICES  W H E N  L A B U A N  B E C A M E
F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y ?  H E  A D D E D .  - -  M O R E  lBI~/HB
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DATUK  SERP  DR. BEaAWATHIR  SAID  THE  FEDERAL%ZATPON  OF LABUAN NOULD
l3RLNG A & O U T  C L O S E R  RELATlONS  B E T W E E N  T H E  F E D E R A L  GOVERNKENT  A N D
THE GQVEWNi’lENTS  O F  S A B A H  AND S A R A W A K  A S  W E L L  ‘ A S  SFEED  U P  T H E ’
P R O C E S S  O F  WAblONAL  INTEGWATLON.

HZ SAID THE*HANIDI[NG  O V E R  O F  LABWAN T O  T H E  F E D E R A L  GOVERNKENT
W O U L D  N O T  P N V O L V E  A N Y  P A Y M E N T  O F  COMFENSATION T O  T H E  S A B A Ws
GOVERNMEN?.

bJHAT W A S  A S K E D  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  GOVERbli’lENT  W A S  T H A T  T H E  +SRI LABUAN+
EUPLDIMG O N  T H E  I S L A N D  - - W H I C H  W O U L D  S E R V E  A S  T H E  S T A T E  GOVERNKENT
R E S T  H O U S E  - - A N D  T H E  SITE O F  T H E  BUltLDHWG  RE1IAINED STATE
P R O P E R T Y  A N D  THIS W A S  A G R E E D  T O ,  H E  ADDED.

T H E  PRIME MPNISTER S A I D  T H A T  T H E  F E D E R A L  GOVERNM34T  W O U L D
C O N T I N U E  WITH T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  E F F O R T S  B E I N G  CARRXED  O U T  B Y  T H E
ZTATE  GOVERNi’dENT EN L A B U A N  AND ~td/IPROVE  I T S  Pb&RASTRUCTURAL
F,%CILETSES  *

T H E  C0VERNHENT  W O U L D  T A K E  S T E P S  T O  ENSWRE THAT THE TffANSFER
OF AUTi-iOWITV  AND JURISDPCTION W O U L D  N O T  C A U S E  A N Y  DfSRUFTfON  TO
THE Z8LAi%D’S  D A I L Y  ADHINISTRATJ.ON  ORCREATE  A N Y  DiiFFECWLTY  F O R
THE RESZDENTSv  H E  S A I D .  - -  KORE 182G/MB
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PROVPSI0NS HM THE BILL 3 0  E N S U R E  T H A T
A R I S E  e
T H E  B I L L  PROVl[BED  YMATE
T H E  I S L A N D 9  E X C E P T  T H E  S T A T E  CBNSTITUT/ONI

W O U L D  CONTjiNUE  TO BE IN F O R C E  A F T E R  IT BECAHE F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y
UNTIL T H E  L A W S  APPRO’JED  B Y  P A R L I A M E N T  W E R E  EFFECYIUEu

+THE ADi’lfNXSYRAYEON OF LABUAM  I S L A N D  W O U L D  B E  CONTiN A S  A
WUNICIPALPYY  A N D  A L S O  A S  A  F R E E  P0RBr

+PHE USE O F  PRIBWflP LANGlsAGE  IN N A T I V E  CBURTS  W O U L D  B E  ‘COMYfNUED
A N D  T H E  RIGHT OF T H E  ORIGPNAL RESIDENYS OF LABVAN  T O  E N T E R
SAEAH  A N D  T H E I R  RIGHT TO B E  R E S I D E N T  fN YHE STAT-E W O U L D  B E
HAXNYAPNED.

D A Y U K  SERL D R .  M A H A Y H I R  S A I D  YHiT A  M E M B E R  O F  PARLTAMENY  O R  A
S T A T E  A S S E M B L Y M A N  W H O S E  CONSTIYVEMCY C O W E R E D  LABWAN I S L A N D
W O U L D  MAINTAPN ‘THEIR S E A T S  A F T E R  T H E  ESTABLISHblENT  O F  T H E  F E D E R A L
T E R R I T O R Y  UNTIL P A R L I A M E N T  O R  T H E  STATE A S S E M B L Y  W A S  D I S S O L V E D .
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’ j_!t:  SAID J-HE E L E C T I O N  C O N S T I T U E N C Y  D E L I N E A T I O N  E X E R C I S E  BEIMG ’
CAH~~ED  OWT W O UL D  PROVXDE FOR YHE CREA-?-TON OF A  CONSYXYWENCY
F’OR ‘~,.P;BUAN T H A T  LdOULD NOT AFFEC?  T H E  NWN’BER  O F  S A B A H ’ S _ --
P~i;‘!_,I,WENTRRY  S E A T S .
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