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KVALA LUMPUR  9 M A R C H  2 1  ,CEERNAMA) -- (DA?UK_  __Sg.R_I_ _QR_._WiHAlH~R
MOHAMAD SAID T O D A Y  H E  H A D  ‘ P E R S O N A L L Y  DIR-E--C’rED  THAT THE NEW SALARY
S~HE~ME-~F~-R  DO C TO R S  B E  I MP LE M E N T E D  I M ME D IA T E LY  TO  OVERCOME T HE

F R U S T R A T I O N S  O F  D O C T O R S  I N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  S E R V I C E .
+I APPROVED IT LAST WEEK AND THE DIRECTIVE TO- XNPLEMENT  THE

S A L A R Y  S C H E M E  C A M E  S T R A I G H T  F R O M  ME,* S A I D  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R .
H E  M A D E  T H E  S T A T E M E N T  I N  T H E  W A K E  O F  G R O U S E S  F R O M  T H E  D O C T O R S

I N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  S E R V I C E  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W E R E  ,sLOW IN
IHPLEHENTING  T H E  P R O M O T I O N  S C H E M E - A S  A N N O U N C E D  B Y  T H E  D E P U T Y .
FRIflE MIN’PSTER,  D A T U K  MUSA  HITAM L A S T  ApR1.t. __

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  H O S P I T A L  I N  P A R T I C U L A R  B E S I D E S  GR‘IEVING
'OUER  THE POOR SALARY’SCHEME OF ITS DOCTORS WERE NOW FACING.

SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS AND OTHER STAFF WHICH FORCED’THE CLOSURE OF
T H E  H O S P I T A L ’ S  CARDlAC I N T E N S I V E  C A R E  UNlT CCICU).

E X P R E S S I N G  C O N C E R N  O V E R  T H E  SITUATIONI  D A T U K  S E R I  D R .
M A H A T H I R  S A I D  H E  H A D  A L S O  PSSUED  A  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T I V E  T O  A L L
HINISTRIES TO SOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS._

+IN T H E  C A S E  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  HOSPITALv H E  S A I D  A S  I T  W A S  *
U N D E R  THE .JURXSDlCTION  O F  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  MINISTRYv T H E  O F F I C I A L S ‘
S H O U L D  K N O W  THE TRUE PICTURE AND WOULD ACT ON IT. '-- MORE -
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,:
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  W O U L D ’ N O T  S A Y  W H E T H E R  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .  W A S

S L O W  I N  T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  S C H E M E  F O R  D O C T O R S  B U T  SAJ,D . 1
T H E  P R O C E S S  O F  REVJEWSNG T H E  S A L A R Y  S C H E M E  U S U A L L Y  T O O K  A :

L O N G  T I M E .
H E  A G R E E D  T H A T  T H E  P R O M O T I O N  F O R  DGCTORS  A N D - A L S O

T H E  I N C R E A S E  I N  THEIR S A L A R I E S  W O U L D  NOT H E L P  GVERC#E TH E  SHORTAGE
O F  G O V E R N M E N T  D O C T O R S  AS, T H E Y  WOULD_.STILL  L E A V E  T H E  S E R V I C E ‘  F O R
T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  WHXCH~  G A V E  T H E M  MO’RE LUCRATI’VE I N C O M E .  ”

AND
+ U H A T E V E R  A C T I O N  W E  T A K E ,  W E  STILL.CAN’-T  O V E R C O M E  T H E  S H O R T A G E

T H I S  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  S O  L O N G  A S  T H E R E  A R E  D I F F E R E N C E S  I N  I N C O M E
B E T W E E N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  T H E  P R I V A T E  DOCTORSI+  H E  A D D E D .

D A T U K  SEA1  D R .  M A H A T H I R  .SAID  T H E  SU,RtEON  OF,THE  CICUI
D R .  R A Z A L L I  HASHIN H A D  M E T  H I M  T O  EXPLAIN  THE.REASONS  F O R ,-
THE CLOSURE OF THE UNIT. .

*THERE IS OiJLY SO MUCH I- CAN DO: IF P E O P L E  DON’ T UAN,T T O  W O R K ,
WANT TO RESIGN AND,.GO INTO PRIVATE PRAC,TICE  AND DON’.T WANT ,TO __ .

B E C O M E  A N A E S T H E T I S T S  B E C A U S E  W E  DON’T.PAY E N O U G H  .  .  .  T H E R E  IS
N O T H I N G  I  C A N  D O . +  --, M O R E  1800/MB
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I!ATUK  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R SAID HE WAS AWARE OF THE SHORTAGE OF
GOVSl?tJMENT  D O C T O R S  A N D  T H A T  I T  NOULDi’CONTSNUE  T O  B E  S O  F O R  As LONG
1 ‘;‘, “;;‘OPLE THlNK A B O U T  E A R N I N G  H I G H  S A L A R I E S . +

HE S T R E S S E D  T H A T  T H E R E  W A S  N O  WAYTHE  GOVERtiMENT COULD M A T C H
T H E  E A R N I N G S  O F  D O C T O R  I N  T H E  P R I V A T E  SECTOk

+SO E V E N  I F  W E  R A I S E  T H E  SALARIESt,,OF D O C T O R S  I N  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  SERVICEI THE ONLY THING T&AT WILL HAPPEN Is  THAT THE
P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  W I L L  R A I S E  T H E I R  C H A R ’ AND WILL STILL HAVE MORE.
W E  J U S T  C A N ’ T  C O M P E T E  CJITH  T H E M . *  -7. 4805!MB
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