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K U A L A  LUMPURI’  M A R C H  2 9  (BERNAMAbABSOLiJTE  POVERTY9  A S
FOUND IN SOME OF THE MORE UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, ’  DOES NOT
EXIST  I N  MALAYSIA, ~ATUK  sE.RI  D R .

c
mwm4.x m S A I D  T O D A Y .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T R-S-AfD-THAT T H E R E  WERE-NO  STARVING PEOPLE
S E E N  S C A V A N G I N G  F O R  F O O D  IN D U S T B I N S ,  O R  T A K I N G  S H E L T E R  A L O N E .
F I V E - F O O T  W A Y S  IN.MALAYSIA,  U N L I K E  I N  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S .

TAECING T H E  C O U R T H  M A L A Y S I A  P L A N  MID-TERt’l  R E V I E W  I N  T H E
DEWAN  R A K Y A T  H E R E  TODAY9 H E  S A I D  P O V E R T Y  I N  M A L A Y S I A  W A S .  DEFiNED
IN STATISTICAL TERMS AND IT WAS ONE OF-THE,  INDICATORS TO MEASURE
THE LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT.

F O R E I G N  E X P E R T S 7  H E  SAID9  V I S U A L I S E D  P O V E R T Y  A S  BEING”
SYNONYMOUS WSTH STARVATION AND HUNGER.

F O R  MALAYSIAr  HE SAID9  THE,INCOME  L E V E L  S E T  A S  T H E  D I V I D I N G
L I N E  B E T W E E N  T H E  P O O R  A N D  T H E  N O N - P O O R  W A S  D E T E R W I N E D  W I T H O U T
T A K I N G  I N T O  A C C O U N T  T H E  R E D U C T I O N  .IN H O U S E H O L D  EXPEND1TUR.E
O N  E S S E N T I A L  N E E D S  P R O V I D E D  BY THE~‘_GOPERNtlENT  O R  A V A I L A B L E  I N
S O M E  LOCALTIES. - - M O R E  4810!Hrj

M A H A T H S R - P O V E R T Y . 2  K U A L A  LUMP’UR
“..,_ ,. _.

‘._.
H E  S A I D  T H A T  S C H O O L S  A N D  C L I N I C S  W E R E  EXA?lPLES  O F

S E R V I C E S  T H A T  C O U L D  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  R E D U C T I O N  I N  H O U S E H O L D
E X P E N D I T U R E ,  J U S T  L I K E  S U B S I D I E S  GIVEN~FORtE%%ENTIAL  I T E M S .

I N  ADDITION9  T H O S E  L I V I N G  I N  I S O L A T E D  A R E A 8  D I D  N O T  .
P A Y  V A R I O U S  T A X E S .  O R  I N C U R  O T H E R ’ E X P E N D I T U R E S .

A L T H O U G H  THESE  F A C T O R S  W E R E  I M P O R T A N T  I N  D E T E R M I N I N G - T H E  : i
S T A N D A R D  O F  LIVING*  T H E Y  H A D  N O T  B E E N  T A K E N  I N T O  ACCOUNTI
D A T U K  S E R I  DR: MAHATHIR  S A I D . ’ i

HE SAID THAT- THE INCIDENCE OF PO-VERTY IN P E N I N S U L A R
M A L A Y S I A  I N C R E A S E D  S L X G H T L Y ’ F R O M  29.O’pER  CENT IN ‘$980 T O
3 0 . 3  P E R  C E N T ’  I N  1983.

T H E ’ D E C L I N E  IN P R I M A R Y  C O M M O D I T Y  PRICESw  & SAID* -
WAS AMONG THE FACTORS WHICH AFFECTED MALAYSIA’S EFFORTS TO
ERADXCATE  POVER.TY.

P O I N T I N G  O U T  T H A T  S T A T I S T I C S  I N  T H E  R E V I E W  S H O U L D
B E  R E G A R D E D  J U S T  A S  A N  E S T I M A T E ,  H E  S A I D  I T  S E R V E  A S  A N
INDICATOR OF INCOME AND D- ID NOT REFLECT THE REAL PURCHASSNG  P O W E R
O F  T H E  P E O P L E . - - M O R E 1014/HM -. .
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MAHATHSR I- P O V E R T Y  -3’K”ALA L U M P U R  .. -_ ,

THE PRIME MlNiStER SAID THAT THE PRACTICE OF. 6IVING
DOLES WHICH WAS COMMON IN MANY WESTERN NATIONS MUST BE-AVOIDED
AS A MEASURE TO ERADICATE POVERTY.

+THIS PRACTICE HAS WEAKENED THE ECONOMY OF A.NUMBER
OF WESTERN--NATIONS TO THE EXTENT THAT THESE NATIONS CAN NO
LONGER COl’!PETE  WITH THE.OTHER DEVELOPED OR DEVELOP’ING
COUNTRIES.,

THE INCENTIVE TO WORK WAS REDUCED ONCE INCOME WAS
GUARANTEED REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ONE ,WAS EMPLOYED OR,
OTHERWISE r’+ Hr SAID. I

INFACTI  WHi’bT  HAD HAPPENED WAS THAT UNEMPLOYMENT AND DOLING
TENDED To’ INCKEASE  DURING PERIODS OF ECONOMIC SLOWDEOWN WHEN.~
GOVE3NMENT  REVENUE SHRUNK.

DATUK SERf -DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT IN MALAYSIA, THE
:I_

UNEMPLOYED WAS A BURDEN TO THE FAIIILY.  +THEREFOREl  NO ONE WfLL i.
L’KE TO BE  “NEMqLOYED  AND BE SUCH A ,B”RDENg+  HE SAID---MORE

‘MAHATHIR POVERT-Y  4 KUALA LUMPUR .

+DUR EXiENDE0  F A M I L Y  sYsTEM9  H~wEVER,,UILL  CONTINUE  i0 ’ ’ =-
*EXIST AND HELf’ STABXLISE.  THE. FABRIC,QF:sTHE SOCIETY AND THE ,,; .I.,.
NATION. ., ,' ;. .' .' ..e.

HAS
THE DISINTEGRATION OF -THE FAM&&&i: IN *,~&~~~~~T' ,;I': _' .-I, .'

THAT
CAUSED THE COLLAPSE OF”MORALe;VAiUES.  :TOs$THEzEXTENT’:  y.

C H I
‘. ::,t,  b,c.”  .-,

IGNORE T
NO,‘&ONGffR.  R E S P E C T  ,THE:RR3:PAREN4,B~~~~~HE’1yOU)JG  :,I,’ ,+:.. \i ?;

A N D . ’  THE., SAN,CTlrV.~~~‘-THE”.;iNBFL:T~.Tx.~EI)IQF  -( _-I .‘I, . .-,.:;
b%RRIAGE  HAS BEEN_ ERODED,+. HE- SAJD$;:+:-: __y’f+;7.  $$;++‘:-’ :,i :y ., 7

AS A RESULT-OF THIS MOR,AL DECADENCE ,’ DATUK.‘SE’RI”DR  ;” . . ’
M A H A T H I R  SAID7  I N C U R A B L E  D I S E A S E S ’  HA! AFFLICTED :THEBE

,;

SOCIETIES. - - ,
IF MALAYSIA WAS ALLOWED TO- BE ,INFLUENCED BY. THE C&EPT

OF WESLFARE STATE WHICH.HAD  NO BOUNDS, THE FAMILY AS A
UNIT OF SOCIETY TOGETHER -WITH‘  THE tlORAL SYSTEM.  WOULD  SE

- DESTROYED9  DATUK  S_ERI-  DR.. MAHATHIR WARNED.
,_

ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT WOULD GIVEN FINANCIAL ASSI.STANCE ’
UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES9 ‘HE SAID MALAYSIA'S EFFORTS TO

ERADICATE POVERTY WOULD RELY MORE ON fMPARTING,KNOWCEdGE
I

AND SKILLS AND IN GREATINC:OPPORTljNITIES-  THAT, WOULD ENABLE JHE
PEOPLE TO EARN INCOME THROUGH THE’I-R  OWN EFFORT.--MORE

MAHATHIR -- PI?gERTY- Ts KUA-LA‘  LUMPUR -‘--“-
i830/HM.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE FRUITS OF THESE EFFORTS3  FOR *’
EXAMPLE, COULD BE SEEN IN THE FELDA SCHEMES WHERE LANDLESS PEOPLE’ HAD
-BECOME SETTLERS.

*

IN ADDI~TIONI  THE PRODV’CTION  OF RUBBER5  P A L M  OIL9 OIL A N D  dTHERS
H4D ALSO INCAEASED  AND HAD AUGMENTED.THE GOVERNMENT’S REVENUE WHICH
Cf::ULD  SE UTXLXSED  IN ASSISTiNG OTHERS IN NEED.

EMPHASXSI?:G  THAT THE PROCESS OF DISTRIBUTINi  WEALTH DID NOT END BY
THESE EFFORTS GNLY) HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRIVATE
SECTOR  HAD St?VGWT  OVER SEVERAlINDUSTRIES  OWNED BY.FOREIGN  INTERESTS.
AMONG OTHERS7 THE NATiONAL EQUITY CORPORATION (PNW HAD,S"CCESSFULLY

TAKEN  OVER SOME GfANT CORPORATIONS INVOLVED IN i'lI.t+INii9 PLANTATfONy
FPNANCE AND OTHER SECTORS.

T H E  N A T I O N A L  U N I T  T R U S T  iCHEME (ASNh  HE SAIb  H A D  A  1-4 MILLION
SHAREHOLDERS WITH $785.1  MILLION INVESTMENTS:

HE SAID THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNMENT IN.NATION BUILDINS WAS TO
PROVIDE A STRONG FOUNDATION WJi&CH A PROGRESSIVE -AND STABLE  ECONOYIC .,

, S T R U C T U R E  C O U L D  BE BUILT. ::’ .?- :’.,
IN COGNIZANCE OF TH,ISr ,TH&GOVERNMENT.HAD  SPENT ABOUT ‘340.4

Bll_LXclN XN T H E  F I R S T  .TlfREE,x:I(‘EARS  OF.THE PLANI ACCOMTING FOR 9 4 . 4  P E R
CENT O F  T H E  T O T A L  FIVE-VEAR’ALLOCATJON. - BERNBMA  1 9 2 2  BW r _s
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