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K U A L A  LUMPWRv  M A R C H  2 9  cf3ERNAtlA) - -  D A T U K  S E R L  D R .  flAHATHIR  T O D A Y
OUTLlNED  S E V E R A L .  N E W  A P P R O A C H E S  A N D  D I R m:ONB-THEG-OVE-RNMENT-XASc:
D E C I D E D  T O  T A K E  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  W E A L T H  A N D - E N S U R E -  I T S
EBUXtABLE  D I S T R I B U T I O N .

H E  S A I D  T H E  N E W  A P P R O A C H E S  A N D  D I R E C T I O N S  F O R M U L A T E D  F R O M  T H E
E X P E R I E N C E  GAINED FROM THE FURRENT  ECONOMIC ‘RECESSION.WOU’LD  I N C R E A S E
T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  ABILITY  TO FACE T H E  C H A L L E N G E S  A H E A D .
THE MOVES INCLUDE:
+AVOXDPNG  THE PRACTICE CF GIVING DOLE TO THE PEOPLE9
+THE. P R O M O T I O N  O F  C O L L E C T I V E  F A R M I N G , . ’
+GI.VING E N C O U R A G E M E N T  F O R  I N C R E A S E D  S A V I N G S ?  I N V E S T M E N T S  A N D  *
P R O D U C T I V I T Y ,
+REDUCING  THE ROLE OF THE PUBLIC SECTOd IN T H E  G R O W T H  O F  T H E  E C O N O M Y
T O  P A V E  T H E  W A Y  F O R  A  G R E A T E R  P R I V A T E ’ S E C T O R  INVOLVEMENTS
+EMBARKING-ONA  M O R E  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C O N C E P T  O F  R E G I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D
+-INCREASING  THE NATION'S P O P U L A T I O N  T O  7 0  M I L L I O N  U L T I M A T E L Y ,
.-- NORE 19Z/RAS ?
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.’ ,,

T H E  PRIME’MINISTER  W A S  T A B L I N G  T H E  R E P O R T  O N  :THE M I D - T E R M  REVIEW‘  --
O F  T H E  F O U R T H  M A L A Y S I A  P L A N  I N  T H E  DEWAN  R A K Y A T  H E R E .

HIS O N E - H O U R  S P E E C H  W A S  C A R R I E D  L I V E -  6Y”RTH:
HE SlltD THAT THE PRACTICE OF GIVING DOLE WHICH HAD B E C O M E  C O M M O N

AMONG MANY ‘ESTERN N A T I O N S  M U S T  B E ’ A V O I D E D  A S  A  M E A S U R E  T O  E R A D I C A T E
P O V E R T Y ,

T H I S  WAS B E C A U S E  T H E  PRACTICE H A D  W E A K E N E D  T H E  E C O N O M Y  O F  A  N U M B E R -
OF UESTERN  NATLONS  T O  T H E  E X T E N T ,  T H A T  T H E Y  - C O U L D  N O  LONGER.  COnPETE ”
i+JITH  O T H E R  D E V E L O P E D  O R  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S .

‘,

H E  SAUD S U C H  A  P R A C T I C E  UAS F O U N D  T O  H A V E  R E D U C E D  T H E  I N C E N T I V E  T0
WOR?  AS 1ktE P E O P L E ’ S  XNCOHE  WAS,GUARANTEED  R E G A R D L E S S  O F  W H E T H E R  T H E Y
WEhE EtnaLl?‘tED O R  O T H E R W I S E .

DATUK EaI D R .  M A H A T H I R  S A I D ‘  T H A T  ON - T H E  O T H E R  HAND, T H E  ’
GCJWFP~ENT ’ ‘ULDI. SN I T S  E F F O R T S  T O  E R A D I C A T E  POVERTYI  R E L Y  M O R E  O N
ItiPARTING kNOWLEDGE  AND SKILLS AND CREATING OPPORTUNITIES THAT WOULD
E N A B L E  T H E  PP\Allt?ii  T O  E A R N  INCOtiE  T H R O U G H  T H E I R  O W N  E F F O R T S .

HOWEVER 1 Ti& G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  G I V E  F I N A N C I A L  A S S I S T A N C E  .UNDER
S P E C I A L  CIRCUHSTANCES.

. .I_ ~.’

H E  ‘2~x0 T H A T  - i - H E  FRUlTS ‘dF S U C H  E F F O R T S  C O U L D  A L R E A D Y  BE Sib4 ‘:~N
F E L D A  S C H E M E S  .WH.ERE, L A N D L E S S  .PEOPLE ‘ H A D  B E C O M E  S E T T L E R S . ,  - - .  .MORE

T H E  P R I M E  MPNtSTER  S A I D  -.THAT  THE’-.PROCESS  O F  D I S T R I B U T I N G
W E A L T H  DJD N O T  E N D  B Y  S U C H  E F F O R T S  A L O N E . T O  E N S U R E  T H A T

‘ M A L A Y S I A N S  B E N E F I T T E D  F R O M  T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  UEALTHI T H E  G O V E R N H E N T
A N D  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  H A D  B O U G H T  O V E R  S E V E R A L  I N D U S T R I E S  O U N E D  B Y
F O R E I G N  I N T E R E S T S .

T H I S  I N C L U D E D  T H E  T A K I N G  O V E R  0F S O M E  G I A N T  C O R P O R A T I O N S
I N V O L V E D  I N  M I N I N G ,  PLANTATIONSI  F I N A N C E  A N D  O T H E R  S E C T O R S  B Y  T H E
N A T I O N A L  E Q U I T Y  C O R P O R A T I O N  (PNB).

H E  SAJU IT W A S  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  I N T E N T I O N  T H A T  T H E  O W N E R S H I P
O F  P U B L I C  S E C T O R  C O H P A N I E S  B E  S H A R E D  B Y  A S  M A N Y  CITSZENS  A S  P O S S I B L E .

O N  CiPOUP FARMING9 H E  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  U N D E R T A K E N  A N
I N D ” 4 S T U D Y  O N  T H I S . I T  F E L T  T H A T  SN T H I S  HODERN  TIHESi T H E ”
PEbr LC C O U L D  N O  L(lNGER  A C C E P T  A  P E A S A N T R Y  SYSTEH  SN,WHICX  FARHERS
T R I E D  T O  E K E  Q3T A  L I V I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  OWNERSHIP.05:  W O R K I N G  O N  S H A L L
PLOTS- OF LAND.

NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF AID WAS .GfVEN, 0UlPUT F R O M . ~
T H E  S H A L L  P L O T  W O U L D  BE’INADEQUATE  TO.SUSTAXN  THEIR LI.VELIHOOD.

B E A R I N G  T H I S  I N  MINDr IT bdAS F E L T  T H A T  T H E  N A T I O N
S H O U L D  S T O P  PAD1 C U L T I V A T I O N  A N D  I N S T E A D  I M P O R T  C H E A P E R  R I C E  F R O M

‘ O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S .  - -  M O R E  19SS/MB
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HOWEVERr SUCH A MOVE COULD BE RISKY BECAUSE IN TIMES OF
EfIERGENCYt T H E  N A T I O N  C O U L D  B E  L E F T  W I T H O U T  F O O D .

I N  C O G N I Z A N C E  O F  T H I S  REALITY1 T H E  GOVERNIXNT  W A S  C O N V I N C E D .
T H A T  A  W I S E  A P P R O A C H  W O U L D  B E  T O  B R I N G  MO,RE B E N E F I T S a
T O  FARHERS  A S  W E L L  A S  T H E  N A T I O N .

H E N C E ,  G R O U P  F A R M I N G  W A S  T H E  A N S W E R .
U N D E R  THIS APPROACHr NEIGHBOURING  K A M P U N C S  W O U L D  B E  “.’

R E G R O U P E D  INTO S M A L L  T O W N S H I P S  W H I L E  PADI F A R M E R S  C O U L D  M E R G E
T H E I R  L A N D  H O L D I N G S  W I T H  A D J A C E N T  P L O T S  T O  FORtl E S T A T E S . ‘, ’

D A T U K  SERI D R .  H A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  tOVERNtlE,NT  U O U L D  T R A I N  HANAGERS L
F O R  T H E S E  E S T A T E S  T O  B E  R U N  O N  A  C O O P E R A T I V E  B A S I S  W I T H  L A N D

OUNERS  H A V I N G  S H A R E S  I N  T H E  V E N T U R E . . .

T H E  N E W  T O W N S H I P ’ W O U L D  B E  E Q U I P P E D  W I T H  ‘HODERN INFRAfJTRUCTURE
A N D  F A C I L I T I E S . - -  M O R E  2000/MB ,c .
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O N  E F F O R T S  T O  I N C R E A S E  SAVINGS9 INVESTllENT  AND PRODUCTXVStYv
H E  S A I D  T H E Y  W E R E  E S S E N T I A L  B E C A U S E  T H E  THE ‘THREE  F A C T O R S  W O U L D
D E T E R M I N E  N A T I O N A L  W E A L T H .

H E  S A I D  T H A T  A  M A J O R  S O U R C E  O F  W E A L T H  W A S  T H E  A M O U N T  O F  SNCONE L
S E T  A S I D E  F O R ’ S A V I N G S  A N D  INVESTHENT.  I T  ‘ W A S  T H E R E F O R E ,  I M P O R T A N T
T H A T  THIB HABI?  BE I N C U L C A T E D .

M O N E Y  S A V E D  I N  T U R N  C O U L D  B E  U S E D  F O R  I N V E S T M E N T  A N D  W H E N
S U F F I C I E N T  A M O U N T  O F  F U N D S  W A 3  ACCUMULATEDI  THE~NATION’COULD  S E T  U P
I T S  O W N  I N D U S T R I E S  O R  O T H E R  B W S I N E S S  V E N T U R E S .

W I T H .  R E G A R D  T O  PRODUCTIVXTY? H E  S A I D  I,T U O U L D  DETERtl,INE
W H E T H E R  O R  N O T  T H E  NATION.COULD  C O M P E T E  I N  I N D U S T R Y  A N D  T R A D E  W I T H
,OTHER  N A T I O N S .

+fF W E  SUCCEED9  W E  W I L L  I N C R E A S E  T H E  NEALTH  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y
A S  W E L L  A S  ‘ T H E  INCONES ‘OF’ALL M A L A Y S I A N S .  ‘,flALAYSIANS  W O U L D  B E
P R O V I D E  A N  EFFECTfVE,flARKET-WITH  tlIGHER.PURCHASING  POUEF .
T O ’ B U Y  T H E  NECESSITIES:AND  L U X U R Y  G O O D S  AND.THEREBY  EXPA~DING.THE
D O M E S T I C  E C O N O M I C  ACTIVlTIES,+ HE.SAI‘D.  --’ M O R E  201O/MB~
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