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KUALA LUMPUR:s MARCH 29 ¢(BERNAMA) -- (g‘TUK SERL DR. MAHATHIR TODAY
OUTLINED SEVERAL. NEW APPROACHES AND DIRECTIONS THE GOVERNMENT HAS
DECIDED TO TAKE TO INCREASE THE NATION'S WEALTH AND-ENSURE- ITS
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION.

HE SAID THE NEW APPROACHES AND DIRECTIONS FORMULATED FROM THE
EXPERIENCE GAINED FROM THE FURRENT ECONOMIC RECESSION WOULD INCREASE
THE NATION’S ABILITY TO FACE THE CHALLENGES AHEAD.

THE MOVES INCLUDE: .

+AVOIDING THE PRACTICE OF G VING DOLE 710 THE PEOFLE.

+THE. PROMOTION OF COLLECTIVE FARMING, )
+GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT FOR INCREASED SAVINGS? INVESTMENTS AND
PRODUCTIVITY,

+REDUCING THE ROLE OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR | N THE GROWTH OF THE ECONOMY
TO PAVE THE WAY FOR A GREATER PRIVATE’SECTOR INVOLVEMENT
+EMBARKING ONA MORE COMPREHENSIVE CONCEPT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND

+INCREASING THE NATI ON' S  POPULATION TO 70 MILLION ULTIMATELY,
~~ MORE 191/RAS
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THE PRIME MINISTER WAS TABLING THE REPORT ON THE MID-TERM REVIEW ..
OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN IN THE DEWAN RAKYAT HERE.

HIS ONE-HOUR SPEECH WAS CARRIED LIVE- BY RTM.

HE s&1D THAT THE PRACTICE OF GI VI NG DOLE WHICH HAD BECOME COMMON
AMONG MANY '€STERN NATIONS MUST BE’AVOIDED AS A MEASURE TO ERADICATE
POVERTY,

THIS WASE BECAUSE THE PRACTICE HAD WEAKENED THE ECONOMY OF A NUMBER-
OF WESTERNNATIONS TO THE EXTENT, THAT THEY -COULD NO LONGER COMPETE o
WITH OTHER DEVELOPED OR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. _

HE SAID SUCH A PRACTICE WAS FOUND TO HAVE REDUCED THE INCENTIVE T0
WORIZ AS THE PEOPLE’S INCOME WAS GUARANTEED REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY
WESEEMPLOYED OR OTHERWISE.

DATUKERY DR. MAHATHIR SAID‘ THAT ON -THE OTHER HANDs THE '
GOVERNMENT 'YULD» IN ITS EFFORTS TO ERADICATE POVERTYs RELY MORE ON
INPARTINGKNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS AND CREATI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES THAT WouLD
ENABLE THE PRIME® TO EARN INCOME THROUGH THEIR OWN EFFORTS.

HOWEVER 5 THE GOVERNMENT WOULD GIVE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

HE SALD THAT -i-HE FRULITS OF SUCH EFFORTS COULD ALREADY BESEEN IN
FELDA SCHEMES WHERE ' LANDLESS PEOPLE ‘HAD BECOME SETTLERS., --. MORE

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE PROCESS OF DISTRIBUTING
WEALTH DiD NOT END BY SUCH EFFORTS ALONE. TO ENSURE THAT
‘MALAYSIANS BENEFITTED FROM THE NATION’S WEALTHsy THE GOVERNHENT
AND PRIVATE SECTOR HAD BOUGHT OVER SEVERAL INDUSTRIES OUNED BY
FOREIGN INTERESTS.

THIS INCLUDED THE TAKING OVER OF SOME GIANT CORPORATIONS
INVOLVED IN MINING, PLANTATIONS, FINANCE AND OTHER SECTORS BY THE
NATIONAL EQUITY CORPORATION (PNB).

HE SAIDIT WAS THE GOVERNMENT’S INTENTION THAT THE OWNERSHIP
OF PUBLIC SECTOR COHPANIES BE SHARED BY AS MANY CITIZENS AS POSSIBLE.

ON GROUPFARMINGs HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD UNDERTAKEN AN
IND” # STUDY ON THIS. IT FELT THAT IN THIS MODERNTIMESs THE
PEGi e COULD NO LONGER ACCEPT A PEASANTRY SYSTEMIN WHICHFARMERS
TRIED TO EKE ©UT A LIVING THROUGH THE OWNERSHIP OF WORKING ON SHALL
PLOTS- OF LAND. :

NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF AID WAS GIVEN»OUTPUT FROM
THE SHALL PLOT WOULD BE INADPEGUATETO SUSTAIN THEIR LIVELIHOOD.

BEARING THIS IN MIND, IT WAS FELT THAT THE NATION
SHOULD STOP PADI CULTIVATION AND INSTEAD IMPORT CHEAPER RICE FROM
‘OTHER COUNTRIES. -- MORE 1955/MB
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HOWEVER»s SUCH A MOVE CcouLD BE R1sky BECAUSE IN TIMES OF
EMERGENCY,» THE NATION COULD BE LEFT WITHOUT FOOD.
IN COGNIZANCE OF THIS REALITY, THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONVINCED
THAT A WISE APPROACH WOULD BE TO BRING MORE BENEFITS
TO FARMERS AS WELL AS THE NATION.
HENCE, GROUP FARMING WAS THE ANSWER. ‘
UNDER THISAPPROACH,» NEIGHBOURING KAMPUNCS WOULD BE =
REGROUPED | NTO SMALL TOWNSHIPS WHILE PADI FARMERS COULD MERGE
THEIR LAND HOLDINGS WITH ADJACENT PLOTS TO FORM ESTATES. Lo
DATUK SERI DR. HAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT UOULD TRAIN MANAGERS
FOR THESE ESTATES TO BE RUN ON A COOPERATIVE BASIS WITH LAND
OWNERS HAVING SHARES IN THE VENTURE..
THE NEW TOWNSHIP’WOULD BE EQUIPPED WITH MODERNINFRABTRUCTURE
AND FACILITIES. -- MORE 2000/MB -
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ON EFFORTS TO INCREASE SAVINGS: INVESTMENT AND PRODUCTIVITY,

HE SAID THEY WERE ESSENTIAL BECAUSE THE THE.THREE FACTORS WOULD
DETERMINE NATIONAL WEALTH.

HE SAID THAT A MAJOR SOURCE OF WEALTH WAS THE AMOUNT OF INCOME
SET ASIDE FOR’SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT. IT ‘WAS THEREFORE, IMPORTANT
THAT THISHABITBE INCULCATED.

MONEY SAVED IN TURN COULD BE USED FOR INVESTMENT AND WHEN
SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF FUNDS WA3 ACCUMULATEDsTHE NATION COULD SET UP
ITS OWN INDUSTRIES OR OTHER BWSINESS VENTURES.

WITH. REGARD TO PRODUCTIVITY» HE SAID IT UOULD DETERMINE
WHETHER OR NOT THE NATION COULD COMPETE IN INDUSTRY AND TRADE WITH
OTHER NATIONS.

+1F WE BUCCEEDy WE WILL INCREASE THE WEALTH OF THE COUNTRY
AS WELL AS ‘THE INCOMES OF ALL MALAYSIANS. MALAYSIANS WOULD BE
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE'HARKET-HITHHIGHER_PURCHASINGPONER .
TO’BUY THE NECESSITIES AND LUXURY GOODS AND .THEREBY EXPANDING THE
DOMESTIC ECONOMIC ACTIVITIESs+HE SAID.-- MORE 2010/MB:
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"~ +  HE SAID THAT FOR THE NEXT THO YEARS! THE. ROLE OF . THE PUBLIC
"BECTOR IN THE GROWTH OF THE ECONOMY WOULD BE: REDUCED IN’ VIEN OF © THE
FACT THAT - CURRENTLY.s GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT WAS: BIZEABLE. SRR
. . - FOR“THE 1981-83 PERIOD PUBLIC:SECTOR EXPENDITUPE AT
“.A PROPORTION OF TOTAL NATIONAL EXPENDITURE WAS -33.4 PER CENT. T o
© _ THE REDUCTION OF - THE- PUBLIC 'SECTOR’S 'ROLE IN THIS REGARD o o
WOULD ENABLE THE GOVERNMENT TO REORIENTATE ITS ROLE TO NARROH : , -
THE GAP BETNEEN REVENUE" AND EXPENDITURE., . -
-~ SUCH A MOVE WOULD IN-TURN CALL FOR:A GREATER PRIVATE SECTOR
- PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOHY AND A CLOSER COOPERATION HITH THE-A
PUBLIC wECTOR..~ - :
: ON REGONAL" DEVELOPHENT: THE PRIHE MINISTER SAID PABT
PLAMNING WHIH WERE UNDERTAKEN ALONG THE LINES OF STATE -
BOUNDARIES i:¢ULD BE .RESTRUCTURED, = " - ' a
THE EMPHASIS WOULD NOW BE MORE ON A COMPREHENSIVE CONCEPT
OF REGIONAL. DEVELOPHENT.;, A . -
~ HE SAID S8UCH A PLANNING APPROAC. H “BRING ABOUT OPTIMUH A
BENEFITS TO EVERY STATE BESIDES- REDUCINGfUNHEA TH';COHPETITION ik
_ AHONG NEIGHBOURING STATES.l—— MORE-.?715/MB &
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: ¢IN ‘RELATION TO ITSr
L HE SAID BRITAINw

~HAS B 'ILLION EOPLE B
“HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH - '§17E D1D NOT NECESBARIL)
GUARANTEE PROSPERITY» A-SMALL ONE COULozexvs;nxss TO 'MANY PROBLEMS.®
© THEY INCLUDE A TOO<SMALL DOMESTIC ‘MARKE 'SUPFORT consunpvxon |
INDUSTRY. , e
"UIN VIEW OF THISs THE GOVERNMENT HAD oscxoso*ruar
CULTIMATELY HAVE A TOTAL POPULATION OF:70 MILLION:
EARLIER, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT ‘WHILETHESE -
 APPROACHES WERE BEING 'ADOPTEDs THE ON-GOING POLICIES

WOULD. CONTINUE TOi
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