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MOHAMAD "SAID TODAY THAT SOME 90 PER CENT OF THE FEOPLE WHO
WERETPOOR HAD ALREADY ENJOYED THE BENEFITS OF THE NEW ECONOMIC .
POLICY;

THE OTHERS, HE SAID» COULD NOT ENJOY THE BENEFITS BECAUSE
OF THEIR OWN DOING.

+THEY juST Do NoT WA NT BENEFITSy+ THE PRIME MINISTER

RETORTED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE TO EXPLAIN THE MID-TERM
REVIEW OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PLANATHI S OFFICE HERE. .

ELBORATING» HE BAID:+THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO MADE
BASELESS ALLEGATIONS OR ARE INFLUENCED BYAPOLITICAL PARTY
I N THE COUNTRY WHICH HAS NO OTHER WORK BUT ENSURE-THAT THE
PEOPLE CONTINUE TO REMAIN POOR 80 THAT | T CAN INFLUENCE * THEMW.

~+OR THEY JUST DO NOT WANT TO HEED THE GOVERNMENT’S CALL»
ASKING THEM TO-'WORK HARD AND NOT TO BE ‘CHOOSY WITH JOBS:+
HE SAID. . , o

INFACT» DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID, THE'NEW ECONOMIC
POLICY HAD SUCCEEDED TO A LEVEL WHICH THE 60VERNMENT HAD
EXPECTED. o

+BUTy WE MUST BE WILLING .TO WORKHEARDER 60 THAT THE -INCOME
OF BUMIPUTERAS WILL RISE TO APOINT COMPARABLE TO THAT. OF THE
OTHER RACEB++ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID,--MORE 1859/HM
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CLARIFYING THE INCIDENCE OF PGVERT‘Y:WHICH OF LATE HAD BEEN

THE TARGET OF -CRITICISM FROM VYARIOUS QUARTERSs HE SAID THE .
GOVERNMENT ‘PLANNED TO REDUCE THE RATE OF POVERTY OF 17 PERCENT
BY 199Q.

HE AGAIN POINTED OUT THAT NOT’ ONE ‘COUNTRY IN THEWORLD

HAD SUCCEEDED IN ERADICATING POVERTY. +THEY HAD'ONLY MANAGED
TO REDUCE ITs+ HE REMARKED.

. CI TING THE UNITED BTATES HE S8AID THE RATE OF POVERTY -
THERE WAS 22 PER CENTCOMPARED .MITH MALAYSIA’S 30 PER CENT

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT | T WAS DI FFI CULT TO DETERMINE THE

CRITERIA OF THE POVERTY LINE BECAUSE THIS WAS 'BASED ON A CERTAIN
SITUATION, TIME AND PLACE.

FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAID THAT STATISTICS ON POVERTYAS STATED BY
THE B0CIO-ECONOMIC ResearcH UNIT(SERU AND TH AT WHICH WAS
CONTAI NED IN THE'MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN ,
“WERE DIFFERENT. .

THE STUDIES ON POVERTYNERE CARRIED OUTBY SERU IN 1980/81.

- M D- TERM ReVIEW'S STATI STI CS oN, POVERTY“}?;RESULTED FROMA STUDY
UNDERTAKEN | N 1982/83.~--MORE
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+WE DREW A POVERTY LINE WHICH IS ARBITRARY IN A WAY. TS
QUITE OBVIOUS (HOWEVER) THAT IT IS QUITE STATISTICAL(TQO? s+
HE SAID.

ON CRITICISM THAT POVERTY WAS MORE EVIDENTIN THE TONNBs
‘DATUK 8ERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT THIS WAS VERY INCORRECT.

+1IF THIS IS TRUEy THEN MANY OF THE TOWN FOLKS WILL MIGRATE TO
THE VILLAGES LIKE IN SOUTH KOREA. WHERE THE INCOMES OF THOSE IN THE"
VILLAGES ARE HIGHERs+ HE. SAID.

IN MALLAYSIAy THE PRIME MINISTER SAIDs PEOPLE FROM THE VILLAGES
MIGRATE TO THE TOWNS WHERE-THE RATE OF POVERTY WAS LOWER.

HE SAID THAT PSVERTY IN THE TOWNS COULD BE REDUCED BY THE
TOMWN FOLKE THEMSELVES BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY BUSINESSOPPORTUNITIES
COHPOARED TO THE RURAL AREAS.

THE GOVERNMENT9 HE SAIDs» WAS MORE COMMITTED TO REDUCE
POVERTY IN THE RURAL AREAS RATHER THAN IN THE TOWNS
-- MORE 2005/MB

MAHATHIR-POVERTY 4 KUALALUMPUR

»“v&.

4'(
ot
-

ON REMARKS THAT THERE.WERE RACIAL UNDERTONES IN THE ALLOCATIONS
FOR TOWNS AND RURAL AREASy THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THISWAS NOT TRUE.
HE SAID THAT POVERTY IN THE TOWNS WAS MORE EVIDENT AMONGST -
THOSE WHO MIGRATED FROM'THE RURAL AREAS TO -THE TOWNS.
+THERE ARE MORE POOR BUMIPUTERAS THAN NON BUMIPUTERAS IN THE
TOWNS,+ HE SAID.
THE GOVERNMENT CouCD NOT EVEN GIVE AID TO BUMIPUTERAS IN THE
TOWNS BECAUSE +WE HAVE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE RURAL AREAS TO
-:ENSURE THE FQOD SECURITIES FOR THE NATION.+

. DATUK SERI DR. HAHATHIR ALSO TOUCHED ON ALLEGATIONS

THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFoRTS 70 HAVE INTEGRAT Eb PADIFPLANTIN G
AN THE RURAL AREAS WOULD HAKE THE RURAL PEOPLE POORER.

HE SAID THAT THE STANDARD OF. LIVINGOF THE PEOPLE IN KAMPUNG
ASSAM JAWAsKUBANG PASU IN KEDAH HAD RISEN. THEY WERE GETTING
MORE INCOME FROM THE.PADI FIELDS AND WERE EVEN INVOLVED IN A RATTAN
INDUSTRY PROJECTs HE SAID.

THIS SHOWED THAT WORKING IN ‘AN INTEGRATED PADI SCHEME WOULD
BRING ABOUT SETTER RESULTS: HE ADDED.

ON CLAIMS THAT THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY HAD-RESULTED IN ONLY A
FEW PEOPLE BECOMING MILLIONAIRES1 THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT

WOULD HAVE BEEN A WASTE OF .TIME IF HE HAD ANSWERED A SIMILAR
QUESTION IN PARLIAMENT.’

*ARE ALL THE STUDENTS STUDYING IN LOCAL UNIVERSITIES FROM RICH
FAMILIES»+ HE ASKED+EVEN IF ALL THESE STUDENTS WERE FROM RICH
FAMILIESs THEN WE CANNOT SAY THAT ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BECOME
RICH,+ HE SAID.

ACTUALLY, HE SAILDs, MANY OF THOSE WHO STUDIED IN
THE UNIVERSITIES WERE- FROMPOOR FAMILIES AND;WITH THE NEW ECONOMIC
POLICYs THEY HAD ‘SUCCEEDED IN BECOMING PROFESSIONALS AND SENIOR
OFFICERS IN THE GUVYERNMENT AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD DONE A LOTTO HELP THE PEOPLE TO
ENHANCE. THEIR INCOMF..

+NOW WE HAVE SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES | N THE RURAL AREAS AND THIS
Wl LL BE UPGRADED. FURTHERs+ HE ADDED.,

+SUCH EFFORTS ARE ENOUGHs MORE THAN ENOUGH | F WE COMPARE
THEM WITH ANY GOVERNMENT IN. DEVELOPING COUNTRIES+HEE SAID.

-MORE 2038/MB
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+1 CHALLENGE ANYBODY TO SHOW A GOVERNMENT AMONG. DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES WHICH 18 CARRYING OUT EFFORTS LIKETUA! BEING UNDERTAKEN
IN MALAYSIA. HERE,» WE ARE HELPING THE PEOPLE, 0. [JIAY THEY CAN LIVE
COMFORTABLY»+ HE SAID.

+THE ALLEGATION THAT ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BECAME RICH WAS MADE GUT OF
JEALOUSLY»+ HE SAI D,

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAI D THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO WANTED ALL
MILLIONAIRS TO BE FROM ONE RACE ONLY.

THE GOVERNMENT» THE PRIME MINISTERSAIDs WANTED TO CREATE
MILLIONAIRS OF ALL RACES.

HE ALSO SLAMMED CERTAIN ACADEMICIANS WHO-MADE ANALYSIS
IN THEIR AIR-CONDITIONED OFFICESBUT -WERE NOT. PREPARED TO SHARE THEIR
EFFORTS WITH THE GOVERNMENT TO HELPREDMCE POVERTY .--BERNA!A 2423/HM
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