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K U A L A  LUMPUR,  A P R I L  5 {BERNAMAlfDATUK  S-kiri @B; f@iHATMIR,-
MOHAMADSAID  TQDAY  T H A T  S O M E  9Q P E R  ~F--THE---#E-OmHO-

,WERE’--P0-OR  H A D  A L R E A D Y  E N J O Y E D  T H E  BENEFITS:OF  T H E  N E W  E C O N O M I C  .,
P O L I C Y ;

THE OTHERS,  HE SAID9  COULD NOT E N J O Y  T H E  BE@4EFITS  B E C A U S E . . .
OF THEIR OWN DOING. r

+THEY  J US T  D o  N O T  WA N T  BENEFITS+  THE.@RIME-~~INISTER
RETORTED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE TO.E.XPLAIN  THE HID-TEdH

REVIEW OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PL,AN AT HIS OFFICE HERE. I~
ELBORATING,  HE SAID,  +THERE  A R E  S O M E  P E O P L E  W H O  ,MADE _

.

BASELESS ALLEGATIONS OR ARE INFLUENCED’BY  A FOLITICAL  PARTY
IN THE C0UNTRY  WHICH HAS NO OTHER WORK BUT ENSURE-THAT THE
P E O P L E  CONTXNUE  TO REMAIN POOR 90 THAT IT C A N  I N F L U E N C E  *THEM.

.+OR THEY JUST 00 NOT WA-NT T O  H E E D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  CALLI ’
A S K I N G  T H E M  TO,‘UORK  HARD AND NOT TO BE ‘CHOOSY ‘YITH,’ JOBS*+ ’ (
HE 3AID.,v’ ’ x

INFACTv  D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  MAHATHIR  S A I D ,  T H E ’ N E W  kON0MY.C
_-

POLICY HAD SUCCEEDED TO A’LEVEL WHICH THE 60VERNMENT .HAD
E X P E C T E D .

+BUTr W E  M U S T  B E  W I L L I N G  . T O  .WORK  HEARDER 60 THAT THE .INCOME  _ .. .‘.
O F  SUMIPWTERAS  WILL RISE TO APOINT  C O M P A R A B L E  T O  THAT-OF  T H E
OTHER RACESr*. T_HE PRIME MINISTER @XC+--MOijE jfl??/MM*. . . . ..__...:_... _ ~- I ._

t.
. .

?

. - - -  ._._.
’ M$HATHld  - P O V E R T Y  2  KUALA L U M P U R

_____ -... --. -..-d .-.. _ -
4’

C L A R I F Y I N G  THE I N C I D E N C E  O F  POVERTY,:WHfCH  OF iATE H A D  B E E N .
T H E  T A R G E T  O F  - C R I T I C I S M  F R O M  VARIOUS.‘QUARTERSr  HE SAID THE

-G O V E R N M E N T  .PLANNED TO REDUCE THE RATE,OF  POVERTY OF 17 PER CEi’JT
B Y  199Q.

HE AGAIN POINTED OUT THAT NOT’  ONE ‘ C O U N T R Y  fN.‘THE WORLD I
HAD SUCCEEDED IN ERADICATING POVERTY.  +THEY H A D ’ O N L Y  M A N A G E D
TO REDUCE ITg+ HE REMARKED.

CITING THE UNITED STATES* HE Sk10 THE,RATE  OF POVERTY *
THERE  W A S  2 2  P E R  CENTI COtlPARED.WITH  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  3 0  P E R  C E N T .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO DETERML.NE  THE
,CRITERIA  O F  T H E  P O V E R T Y  L I N E  B E C A U S E  T H I S  WASBASED  O N  A  C E R T A I N

S I T U A T I O N ,  T I M E  A N D  P L A C E .
F O R  E X A M P L E ,  H E  S A I D  T H A T  S T A T I S T I C S  ON.POVERTY  ASS’FATED  B Y

THE 80c10-ECONOMIC  RE S E A R C H  UNIT (SERU)  AND TH AT  WHICH ws
CONTAINED IN THE’MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE FOURTH.MALAYSIA  PLAN ,
“ W E R E  D I F F E R E N T .

T H E  S T U D I E S  O N  P&ERTY  WERE~.ICARRI~~~‘-~UT  BY S E R U  IN’ *1980/81. THE'
" MID-TERM REVIEti'S STATISTICS ON. POU~fjTc$:;l:RESttJLTED  FROM &STUDY

UNDERTAKEN IN 1983/83.:yMQRE ‘, .*r. .-’: . :p -2‘ I
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+ W E  D R E W  A  PbVERTY  L I N E  W H I C H  I S  A R B I T R A R Y  I N  A  W A Y . ITS’
Q U I T E  O B V I O U S  ( H O W E V E R )  T H A T  I T  I S  Q U I T E  STATI9TICAL  (TOOjr*
H E  S A I D . .’

O N  C R I T I C I S M  T H A T  P O V E R T Y  W A S  M O R E  E V I D E N T I N  T H E  TOWNS:,
‘ D A T U K  SERI  DR.  MAHATHIR S A I D  T H A T  T H I S  W A S  V E R Y  I N C O R R E C T .

”+IF THIS IS TRUEI  T H E N  M A N Y  O F  T H E  T O W N  F O L K S  W I L L  M I G R A T E  T O
THE VILLAGES LIKE IN SOUTH KOREA.  WHERE THE INCOMES OF THOSE IN THE.
V I L L A G E S  A R E  HIGHER*+ HE.  SAID.

IN HALAYSIAg  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAIDI P E O P L E  F R O M  T H E  V I L L A G E S
MIGRATE TO THE TOWNS WHERE-THE RATE OF POVERTY WAS LOWER. ‘<,

HE SAID THAT P4VERTY  IN THE TOWNS COULD BE REDUCED BY THE
zI@

TOUN FDLKS THEMSELVES BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY BUSINFSS  OPPORTUNITIGS
COHPOARED TO THE RURAL AREAS. $.;:.-+

THE GOVERNMENT9 HE SAID! WAS MORE COMMITTED TO REDUCE ‘i:
POVERTY IN THE RURAL AREAS RATHER THAN IN THE TOWNS.
- -  M O R E  200S/Ms .-
M A H A T H I R - P O V E R T Y  4  KUALA  LUHPUR

ON REMARKS THAT THERE.WERE RACIAL UNDERTONES IN THG ALLOCATIONS
F O R  T O W N S  A N D  R U R A L  AREASI  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  THI’S ilAS N O T  T R U E .

HE SAID THAT POVERTY IN T H E  T O W N S  W A S  M O R E  E V I D E N T  A M O N G S T _-
T H O S E  W H O  M I G R A T E D  FROMlTHE  R U R A L  A R E A S  T O  .THE T O W N S .

+THERE  ARE MORE POOR BUMIPUTERAS  THAN NON BUMIPUTER,18  IN T H E
T O W N S , +  H E  S A I D . I ‘

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  COUTZD  NOT EVEN GIVE AID TO 8UHIPUTERAs‘IN  T H E
TOWNS SSCAUSE  +WE HAVE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE RURAL AREAS TO

+NSURE  THE FO.00  S E C U R I T I E S  F O R  T H E  N A T I O N . +
DATUK SERI DR. HAHATHIR A L S O  T O U C H E D  O N  A L L E G A T I O N S

WHAT  TH E  ZOVERNMENTJS  EF F O RT S  T O  H A VE  I N T E G R AT ED  P A D I- P L A N T IN G
*IN THE RURAL AREAS WOULD HAKE THE RURAL PEOPLE POORER.

H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  S T A N D A R D  OF.L,IVING OF,THE PEOPLE  I N  KAHPUNG
A S S A M  JAWA,  KUSANG  P A S U  I N  K E D A H  H A D  R I S E N . THEY WERE GETTING
M O R E  I N C O M E  F R O M  T H E . P A D I  F I E L D S  A N D  W E R E  E V E N  INVO&VED IN A R A T T A N
I N D U S T R Y  PROJECT9  H E  S A I D .

THIS SHOWED THAT WORKING IN ‘AN INTEGRATED PAD1  SCHEME WOULD
B R I N G  A B O U T  S E T T E R  RESULTS5  H E  A D D E D .

O N  C L A I M S  T H A T  T H E  NEW,ECONOMIC  P O L I C Y  H A D - R E S U L T E D  I N  O N L Y  A
F E W  P E O P L E  B E C O M I N G  M I L L I O N A I R E S 1  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  I T

W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  A  W A S T E  O F  .TIHE IF HE HAD ANSWERED A SIMILAR
Q U E S T I O N  I N  P A R L I A M E N T . ’

* A R E  A L L  T H E  S T U D E N T S  S T U D Y I N G  I N  L O C A L  U N I V E R S I T I E S  F R O M  R I C H
FAHILIES,+,HE  ASKED+EVEN  I F  A L L  T H E S E  S T U D E N T S  W E R E  F R O M  R I C H
FAMILIESI  THEN WE CANNOT SAY. THAT ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BECOME
R I C H , +  H E  S A I D .

A C T U A L L Y ,  H E  SAIDr, MANY OF .‘THOSE  W H O  S T U D I E D  I N
T H E  U N I V E R S I T I E S  NERE.FRCM  POQR’FAHILIES  A N D ; W I T H  T H E  N E W  E C O N O M I C
POLICY9  THEY HAD ‘SUCCEEDED IN BECOMING PROFESSI4NALS  AND S E N I O R
O F F I C E R S  I N  T H E  GirVERNHENT  A N D  T H E  PRXVATE.  S E C T O R .

H E  S A I D  T H E  GOViRNHENT  H A D  D O N E  A  LO;T  TP H E L P  THE P E O P L E  T O
E N H A N C E .  T H E I R  I N C O M E .  .‘.

*NOW ‘WE HAVE SMALL SC'iLE 'INdUSTRIES IN THE RURAL AREAS AND THIS
Wf LL BE UPGRADED.  FURTHER:,+  HE ADDED.‘ ,

+SUCH EFFORTS ARE ENO.UGHv  MORE THAN ENOUGH IF WE C9HPARE
T H E M  W I T H  A N Y  G O V E R N M E N T  I N .  D E V E L O P I N G  COUNTRIESI+  t’.E SAID.
- -  M O R E  2038/MB
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+I1  CHALLENGE ANYBODY TO SHOW A GOVERNMENT At’iONG:DEVELOPING - ’
C O U N T R I E S  W H I C H  IS CARRYING OUT EFFORTS LI.K& ~f:rfit?!EING  U N D E R T A K E N
I N  M A L A Y S I A . HEREI  WE ARE HELPING THE PEOPLE,  &.#,~‘~,,!~A~  THEY CAN LIVE
COMFORTABLYI+  H E  8AID. /

+THE ALLEGATION THAT ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BECAME RICH NAS,MADE  GUT OF
JEALOUSLYvt.  HE SAID. .P.

DATUK S&RI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE UHO WANTED ALL
MILLIONAIR8,TO  BE FROM ONE RACE ONLY.

T H E  GOYERNblENTv  THE PRIME tlINI8TER  SAID9 W A N T E D  T O  C R E A T E
M I L L I O N A I R S  O F  A L L  .RACES.

HE ALSO SLAMMED CERTAIN ACADEMICIANS WHO-t4ADE  ANALYSIS
IN .THEIR A I R - C O N D I T I O N E D  OFFiCES  BUT - W E R E  NOT.,PREPARED  T O  S H A R E  T H E I R
E F F O R T S  W I T H  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  TO__  HEL_P R.ED,VCE-“:FOVERTY  . - -BERNA!lA 21,23/HM.--- .--~ .__..  _._ . _ -.- ‘t,. ., - -m: _=.

I
. -

i .

.
. .

*.

.

.


	Mahathir - Poverty (Bernama 05/04/1984)

