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Up TO FIVE CHILDRENI
‘.

’ NJ.TY.LEAVE  AND .SENEFITSv  WHICH WAS’NOU L IM ITED TO’THREE CNILDRENl -
* WA6 R E A C H E D  A T  A.CAB’XNET  M E E T I N G  O N  W E D N E S D A Y . I I

THIS MEANS THAT-WOMEN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES CAN HAVE UP’ivO FIVE
C H X D R E N  A N D  R E C E I V E  ;42’DAYS-LEAVE  A N D ’ - F R E E  T H E  H O S P I T A L  B E N E F I T S .

‘j

PRIOR TO THIS, A  W O M A N  G O V E R N M E N T ,  EMPL,OYEE  DELIVERING THE HER
FOURTH CHILD WOULD HAVE TO TAKE, .HER ANNUAL.LEAVE  AND FOOT THE-

‘, ,.;j.
:,i

HOSPITAL ..BXLL ‘HERSELF. .,.‘..  ‘. I ‘,

SPEAKING AT’ A PRESS CONFERENCE HERE DATUK .-SERfDR MAHATHIR SAID’.’ ‘-
- THAT IN EXTENDING THE.  M A T E R N I T Y - B E N E F I T S  T H E  ‘ C U R R E N T  LABOPR  L A W S , . .._ ._

W O U L D  B E  A M E N D E D .
I THIS IS IN LINE WITH, PRIME MINISTER’S ANNOUNCEtlENT‘WHEiJ  TABLING

THE MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN.IN,  THE DE+JAN.RAKYAT
LAST THURSDAY THAT THE COUNTRY’S PO,PULATION  COULD; REACH. 710’ MILLION
I N  T H E  N E X T  119 Y E A R S . - - M O R E lBB3/HM_  _  .__ :_ . _-

:.” ‘- i:-
_.~

.  MAHATHIRyPOPULAT~ION  .2. KUALA,-LUMPUR  _ .’
_ .___

H E  S A I D  THAT’TOGETHhWITH  THISOBJECiiVE,  ‘ T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  ,”
D E  EMFU-IASISE  F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G  AND”THE  LIMITATION.:OF-CHILD  B I R T H .  .

THE CAMFA’IGNI  TO BE’CARRIED.OUT  BY-THE POPULATION AND FAMILY I :
PLANNING BOARD. (FORMERLY THE. F&lILY .PLANNING  ‘BGAR.P’),;-,  WOULD STRESS .I
THE NEED TO .HAVE MORE. WELL-SPACED CHILDREN. “: ,, ! .,

+WE ‘ARE WQPKIM  ON T H I S  ‘ B E C A U S E  0U.R _OBJECTIVE’:‘I’S  ,TO HAVE A ,GOOD
--AND ,HEALTHY  POPULATIO.N~+.  -H E_ SA I D. -

._

ASKED. WHAT STEPS- WOULD-BE TAKEN_ TO ENCOURAGE MALAYSIANS -TO
v ‘INCREASE THE SIZE OF THEIR FAMILIESr  AS.THE PEOPLE-WERE NOW

A T T U N E D  T O  THEIDEA  0F.A  S H A L L  FA.MILYv  D A T U K  SERI.DRMAHATHIR
SASD *WE-HAVE WAYS. TO CHANGE‘THIS. ATTITUDE.,+

+WE CAN. BE PIONEERS IN INCREASINGTHE NUMER OF, CHILDRBN ’
A N D  N O T  B E  B O U N D E D  B Y  T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  O T H E R  CdUNjRIES,.

.’

’ WHICH WANT  Tq R-EDUCE  THE.NUMBE@ OF ,CHI.LLJl_EN..+ y_y___lORE  _f?lzi/yL-.
M A H A T H X R - P O P U L A T I O N  3,KUALA  LUMPUR

.
I

H E  SAID THAT AS A DOCTO.R,  H E  W O U L D - - A D V I S E  .WOMEN*‘ESPECIALLY
T H O S E  W H O  H A D  J U S T  MARRIEDI  TO,HAVE  CHiLDREN  B E F O R E  THINKING’QF
FAMILY  FLANNLNG. ,

+WHILE I WAS PRACTISING M E D I C I N E ’  I N  T H E  PAStr id”i~ M O T H E R S - I N - L A W
HAVE COME TO SEE ME SAYING THAT’THEIR DAUGHTERS BE ALLOWED TO.ENJOY

:.LIFE b#ITH T H E I R  H U S B A N D S  B E F O R E  T H I N K . I N G  A B O U T  T H E  P R O B L E M  OF H A V I N G  - (,
‘ C H I L D R E N . + .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D I D  N O T  F O R E S E E  A N Y  P R O B L E M  OR. BURDEN To T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  I F  T H E  W O M E N  OCCASZONALLY  T O O K  M A T E R N I T Y  L E A V E  I N  LINE_ .-’

‘ W I T H  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  P L A N S  Tz) INCREASE THE C O U N T R Y ’ S  POPULATION.
H E  S A I D  T H A T  I N  F A C T O R S E S  F O R  EXAMPLE3  IT+iOULD  B E  N O  P R O B L E M

B E C A W S E  THEY,COULD  THINK O U T  WAY!j FOR ROBOTS TO PERFORM THE f+%S
WHPCH  WERE NOW HANDLED BY WOMEN.;

_,
-

,‘I

HE SAI6 THE GOVERNMENT HAD SUFFICIENT NUMBER+ BEDS  AT HOSPITALS
AND OTHER HEALTH FACILITIES.TD MEET THE DEMAND’OF MORE  WOMEN WISHING .

TO DELIVER BbBIES.
+WXTH U S  I N C R E A S I N G ,  PRODUCTfIVITY  A N D  .THE* GOVERNMENT:’  fl DECkON  T O

H A N D  O V E R  T H E  M A N A G E M E N T  O.F’bOHE  PROJECTS TO THE PRXVATE.‘SECTORq  MORE,
l3EVENU.E W O U L D  BE, OBTAINED.WHICH  CAN B E  U S E D  Tb SUILD:MORE ‘SCtjooLS  AND

Hb_SPTT+L,*  H E  S A I D :  .-- M O R E  ?ri3$5/SL . . ,._ -- -- . .



~ .----
_ __ D’ATuK SERI  D R  ~~AHATHIR-“SAID~~THE’~~GOVERNHENT~  s  ~BSECTIVE  OF

*INCREASING  THE POPULATION TO 70 MILLION-WAS.  BASED ON- THE FACT THAT
.THE C O U N T R Y  C O U L D  S U P P O R T  A  P O P U L A T I O N  .oF THAT NUflBER.AND  ALSO’ . .,,~,

BECAUSE IT NEEDED THE MANPOWER TO DEVELOP THE COUNTRY.
I

H E  S A I D  T H E  T O T A L  P O P U L A T I O N  I N  M A L A Y S I A  N A S  T H E  S M A L L E S T  I N .’
ASEAN C O M P A R E D  W I T H  T H E  1 5 0  M I L L I O N  I N  INDONESIA.AND T H E ,.,

P H I L I P P I N E S  A N D  T H A I L A N D  E A C H  H A V I N G  M O R E  T H A N  50 M I L L I O N . EVEK .’
T H O U G H  T H E I R  P E R  C A P I T A  I N C O M E  NAS*LOWER  A N D  T H E  P O S S I B I L I T Y  O F
INCREASING THEIR PRODUCTION WAS CORRESPONDINGLY SMALLER.

HE BELIEVED THAT WITH A BIGGER WORKFORCE,  HALAYSIA  N E E D
L O N G E R  R E C R U I T  W O R K E R S  FROtl  THAILAND*  THE,PHILIPPINES
A N D  .,INDONESIA FOR ITS .PROJECTS.

HE SAID A LARGER’ POPULATION WOULD NOT BE AN 08STACLE TO MALAYsIA .
PROVIDED THAT.‘THE  PEOPLE CHANGED THEIR CULTURE To THAT BASED ON
EFFICIENCY, DXLIBENCEv  SINCERITY AND TRUSTUORTHINESSI  THE QUALITIES
THAT WERE NOW BEX”dG I N C U L C A T E D . ; .,

+IF WE STRIVE TO HAVE A'GOOD ADtlINISTRATION AND IF OUR
PRODUCTIVITY IS HIGH, IT WILL NOT BE A PROBLEH FOR US TO-INCREASE
O U R  P O P U L A T I O N  A S  I T  .WlLL  B E  A  A N  A D V A N T A G E  T O  USr* HE SAID.“, s -.-* 4 mccy rtaq ‘.
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DATUK  SERI DR MAHATHIR  EXPRESSED~REGRET.WITH’CERTAIN  Q U A R T E R S
W H I C H  H A D  Q U E S T I O N E D  T H E  GOVERNHENT$%DECISION  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E ’ :
POPULATION TO 70 MILLION AND SAYING',"THAT  IT WAS UNREALISTIC.

+THIS ESTIMATE IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE ON THE ‘CONTRARY, IT-IS NORMAL’
GR3NTH  I N  115‘YEARS. I DID NOT SAY THAT THE INCREASi  WOULD Q C C U R
O V E R N I G H T  B E C A U S E  T H A T  W O U L D  B E  IMPOSSIE!LE.+’ :-.

HE SAID THE ESTIMATE WAS .,BASED  ON THE 1NC'REASE‘~IN  THE BIRTH
RATE OF 3 .2  PER CENT ANNUALLY AND BY 119 YEARS IT.WOULD  I N C R E A S E
TO 70 MILLION. -

H O W E V E R  I F  T H E  ESTIMA.TES  WERE  T O  BE  BA SE D  :ON ‘A B I R T H  R A T E, O F

2.3  PER CENT PER ANNUM,  T H E N  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S ,  PoPULATION  W O U L D  ?lERELY
NUM8ER  35 M I L L I O N  D U R I N G  T H A T  P E R I O D . .’
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