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MbHATHIR-POPULATION -' , ..-__-.
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t?(JALA  LUMPURI APRXL 1D .CpERNAMAj  y.-.(DATUK ,zEL! D R .  MAjLATHIR
‘I’:HAMA_CI  S A I D  T O D A Y  T H A T  E F F O R T S  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E  P O P U L A T I O N  WI-n T U R N
TO NAUGHT IF'THE  NATION H A D  T O  W A I T  F O R  P O V E R T Y  ,TO EE E R A D I C A T E D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAII, T H A T  E V E N  I N  b!EALTHY  A M E R I C A ,  T H E R E  W E R E
PEfi:)PLE W H O  W E R E  LIVING B E L O W  T H E  P O V E R T Y  ,LINE.

T H I S  O N L Y  G O E S  T O  S H O W  T H A T  N O  C O U N T R Y  W O U L D  BE. AELE T O  C O M P L E T E L Y ”
E R A D I C A T E  P O V E R T Y  7 .HE S A I D .

+POVERTY W I L L  S U R E L Y  E X I S T  B U T  T H I S  W I L L  N O T  MEAN’THAT T H E
S T A N D A R D  O F  L I V I N G  C A N N O T  BE U P G R A D E D , +  ‘ D A T U K  SERI D R .  M A H A T H I R ’  -
Q U I P P E D . .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  WAS.SPEAKING’IN T H E  E H W A L  S E M A S A  P R O G R A M M E  O V E R
T E L E V I S Y E N  MALAYSIA‘TONIGHT. T H E  P A N E L I S T S  O F  T H E  P R O G R A M M E  I,NCLUDED
BERNAMA E C O N O M I C  S E R V I C E ’ S  D E P U T Y  EDITOR’ENCIK HASHXM  MAKARUDDIN,
UTUSAN,  MELAYU  GROUP FEATURE.S  E D IT OR  C I K  ROSNAH  MAJID AN D  RTMS

. DIRECTgR  O F  N E W S  A N D  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  E N C I K  S A L L E H  P A T E H  A K H I R .
D A T U K  S E R I  O R .  MAHATHIR:,ALs,Q,$XPdESSED  OPTIMXSM T H A T  T H E  N A T I O N ’ S

P O P U L A T I O N  W O U L D  B E  I N C R E A S E D ’  ‘AND T H E  S.TANDARD  O F  L I V I N G  O F  T H E  -__
P E O P L E  UP_GRADED_  IN___2_?.~__~YEARS,~~~~_:.MQ8E_  .1834/SL__

.  M A H A T H I R - P O P U L A T I O N  2 KUALA-  LUMRUR_TEM~A’RG~
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BUT! T H I S  C O U L D  O N L Y  T A K E  P L A C E  I F  T H E  P E O P L E  W E R E  W I L L I N G .  T O  W O R K
H A R D  A N D  F A C E  T H E - N U M E R O U S  C H A L L E N G E S , A N D  W I T H  P L A N N I N G  ‘ U N D E R - T A K E N
IN A  M O R E  SYSTEMMATIC  M A N N E R .

,.*;. ,I’

EARLIERt HE S A I D  T H A T  T H E  7 0  M I L L I O N  P O P U L A T I O N  T A R G E T  O F ’ T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  Otii._y  A N  E S T I M A T E D  F I G U R E ,. +IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT ONE DAYI THE POPULATION OF MALAYSIA WILL- BE :

7 0  MILLION3  NOT.ONE  P E R S O N  L E S S  OR O N E  PERSON*MORE.

.. +THE 7 0  - M I L L I O N F I G U R E  A R O S E  FOLL9WING  C A L C U L A T I O N S  IN R E L A T I O N  T O
T H E  S I Z E  O F  T H E  COUNTRYI H E  SAI.D. I

D A T U K  S E R X  D R .  M A H A T H I R  SAXD .THAT M A L A Y S I A  WAS.BIGGER THAN3 F O R
EXAMPLE1 B R I T A I N . +THEY  H A V E  5 0  MI.LLION ( P E O P L E )  9 W H Y  C A N ’ T ’  WEI W I T H

A  B I G G E R  L A N D  SIZEI H A V E  7d MILLIONr+  H E  A S K E D .  .
H E  S A I D  T H A T  F I G U R E S  P R E P A R E D  EY T H E  N A T I O N A L  F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G ,’

SOARD  S H O W E D  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A  W O U L D  H A V E  A  P O P U L A T I O N  O F  3 5  M I L L I O N  IN.
115 YEARS.

+THEREFORE: IF W E  C A N  D O U B L E  THAT5  W E  S U R E L Y  C A N  H A V E  70
MILLION!+ H E  A D D E D .  - -  M O R E .  1903,‘SL
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M A H A T H I R - P O P U L A T I O N  3  K U A L A  LUMPUR  ( E M B A R G O > .
L, :,,, ,‘I

T H E  P R I M E  MIN.ISTER  .SA‘ID THAT, T H E  39; M I L L I O N  POPUiATION  FIGURE
W A S  B A S E D  O N  T H E  P R E S E N T  B I R T H  R A T E  QF:‘2.2 O R  2 . 3 ;  I F  T H E  B I R T H

R A T E  COULD’BE  R E V E R T E D  T O  THE~ORIGXNAL  R,ATE O F  3 . 2 ,  T H E R E  W A S  A.
POEiSXBILITY  T H A T  T H E  7 0 ,  M I L L I O N .  P O P U L A T I O N  C0UL.D’ BE ACHIEVED3  ‘,

H E  S A I D .
,j

*AND AT THE SAME. TIME,-  iF WE LO&AFTER  ‘OUR HEALTH3  P R O V I D E I

A'DEQUATE  E D U C A T I O N  O N  H E A L T H  C A R E  ANd FIND WAYS TO- SPA,CE  .OUT B I R T H S ‘ ,
T H E  S U R V I V A L  R A T E  W I L L  I N C R E A S E , +  HESAID.

THISr  HE SAIDI W O U L D  S U R E L Y  HEL,P ,,I.NCREASE  T H E  - P O P U L A T I O N ’  T O  7 0  -I.
M I L L I O N  I N  1 1 3  Y E A R S . .  :.

.
..:’ .;

DATUK SERI  OR MAHATHIR SAID .THA++HERE WERE TWO TYPES ‘ O F
1’ P O V E R T Y  - - ,ABSOLUTE-POVERTY  WHI’CH COULD BE ERADICATE’0 A N D  R E L A T I V E )

P O V E R T Y  WHICH COULD NOT BE OVERCOME.‘ ,  *
A B S O L U T E  POVERTYI,  A C C O R D I N G ’ T O  Htii,. WAS A SITUATION WHERE

DESTX.TUTES  WENT,AROUND  S.CAVENGING  FOR FOQD AND THIS? HE SAID? DID
N O T  E X I S T  IN,MALAYSIA. , .. ..,:(, . . . I..

R E L A T I V E  POVERTY;WAS  A  S I T U A T I O N ‘ W H E R E  THERESEXISTED  P E O P L E
\

WHO WERE RICH AND PEOPLE-.. WHO .-WERE Pa&R ._:! +WHAT W E  ‘ C A N  D O  I S  T O  R E D U C E  T H E ’ G A P  BEThJEEN T H E  P O O R  A N D  T H E
R I C H .  T H A T ’ S  ALL,+  H E  S A I D . ,. ‘_,-

T H E  P R I M E  MINIGTER A L S O  S A I D  T,HAT T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ,  H A D  N O T  “’ T”.‘:’  )’
DETERttINED  T H E  P O V E R T Y - L I N E  B A S E D  ,ON ANY SPE-CIFIC~ZNCOME  F I G U R E ;I
B E C A U S E  T H I S  W O U L D  N O T  B E  A C C U R A T E  AS THE S’ITUATION  D.IFFERED,  FROM ,.;,,,: :
PLACE TO PLACE.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF $500 bhS FIXED’ AS THE .POVERTY  LINE,‘THERE  COULDBE
A POSSX6ILI tY~THAT.A PERSON WHO’ EARNED,THAT  AtlOUNT  IN A PARTICULAR

; PLACE  C O U LD  BE CONSIDERED  ~142~~  B U T  ‘ AN O T H E R  P E R S O N  IN,A DIFFERENT
P L A C E  E A R N I N G  THE.SAtlE  A M O U N T  COULD_BE  CONSIDEl?ED  POORI  - H E  S A I D ,

+WHAT I S  N E C E S S A R Y  F O R  US .I3 A  F A M I L Y  ‘OF FIYE  CHILDRENI  W I T H  ”
E N O U G H  F O O D , ’  ‘ C L O T H I N G  A N D  S H E L T E R ,  E I T H E R  LXVINP IN A,RENTED  *HOUSE  OR
IN A HOUSE OF THEIR OWN...+ HE SAED, ' ;:

+WITH  THE THREE -FACTORS USED IN ASSljMING'  ,THE, POVERTY ,LINE,' WE a ',
EXPECT THAT THE PEOPLE WILL NOT BE POOR. THIS‘,IS  WHY Wii:  CANNOT GIVE :
FIGURES*+  HE ADDED.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  C O U L D ’ R E A D J U S T  T H E  P0VERT.Y  LINE L A T E R  WHEN THE
S T A N D A R D  OF,LIVfNG  ROSE,OR,  W H E N  ‘GOVERNt’tENT  S U B S I D I E S  W E R E  INC_REASED.  4@flh?74
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