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KUALA LUMPER?  AP RI L  10 sw 0~ MAHATHIR
’ MOHAHITODAY  R U L E D  O U T .THE PRIVATISATmN

PQmY U O U L D  R E S U L T  I N  T,HE  ECONOMYJ3EING  CoNtROLLED  BY A  F E W :
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT A SYSTEM WHERE A’FEU P E O P L E  D O

D O M I N A T E D  O R  RULEDTHE REST WOULD NOT ARISE IN MALAYSIA BECAUSE.ITS
F O U N D A T I O N  AND,BACKG.ROUND  WERE DIFFERENT, FROM’COUNTRIES  WHERE*
,OLICARCHY  HAD C O M E  A B O U T .

IN T H E S E  COUNTRXES  THE LANDED.PROtiRIETORS  OUtiED TENS ,OF T H O U S A N D S ”

O F  HECtA.RES  E A C H  WHItyE-I!:  M A L A Y S I A  Nd FAMILY  OU,NED,  T H A T  M U C H .  LPNDg H E
A D D E D .

C I T I N G  A N  EXAMPLh-lE  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  MQST T H A T  - A  F A R M E R  oWNED ‘.
IN MALAYSIA WAS ABOUT 29 HECTARES. ;

DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR WHO WAS .sPEAKLNG  ON THE, TIV P R O G R A M M E  .EHWAL’  . ’

SEMftSA SAfD T H A T  T H E  F A R M E R S  W E R E  THB L A N D E D  PROPRILTOAB,  AND IT
WAB’UNLIKELY  T H A T  T H E Y  W O U L D  *GROW SC 8IGTHAT T H E Y  D O M I N A T E
BIJBINESB.  + -7 MORE >lCX?/MK ., _” _.

_-
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O L I G A R C H Y  2  K U A L A  L U M P U R  (EkBAR&O)

H E  S A I D  T H E  .PEOPLE  W H O  W E R E  S U C C E S S F U L  I N  B U S I N E S S  N O W  W E R E
MOSTLY PROFESSIONALS WHO MANAGED PUBLIC,COMPANIES.

T H I S  M E A N T  T H A T  T H E R E  W,AS  N O  L I N E  O F - B U S I N E S S  T H A T  W A S  C O N T R O L L E D
B Y  A N  I N D I V I D U A L . .

D A T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  PERMbDALAN  NASIONAL  S E R H A D  (PNB)
AND THE NATIONAL UNXT TRUST (ASN) GCHICH  OWNED. GIANT COMPANIES IN
THE COUNTRY WERE OWNED BY ABOUT 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE.

THE
+THIS  SHOWS THAT OWNERS OF BIG COMPANIES IN THE COUNTRY WERE

PEOPLE THEMSELVES
HE ADDED.

1 I N C L U D I N G  THOSE:IN  T H E  L O U - I N C O M E  GROUPv+

H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  A L L E G A T I O N  T H A T  THEiPRIVATISATION  P O L I C Y  W O U L D
O N L Y  B E N E F I T  A  F E W  B U M I P U T E R A S  A N D  MAKEiTHE  RICH RICHER A N D  T H E
P O O R  P O O R E R  W A S  B A S E L E S S  A N D  A M’ERE +CLILCHE.+  -- tlORE 1723/MK
?~:1t_lkTiiIP-‘lll_Ir,~F!CHY  3 K U A L A  L U M P U R  !EMBARGOj

‘.

H E  S A I D  T H E  Pi3+E 1N T H E  PAS?--‘kUMPLAINED  A B O U T  WJMIPUTERAS
?ElNCj L E F T  BEHXND.
TALK ABOUT ECONOMIC’

N O W  THAT TH’ERE,dJERE  R I C H  BUMIPUTERASv  T H E Y
I.MBAL&NCE.  AMONG THE BUMIPUTERAS THEMSELVES. .

+IF UE ARE LOGICA’L,  WE.::SHOULD  dkk W H E R E ’  T H E S E  R I C H - B U M I P U T E R A S
T-QME  FPljMq+ T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ,  S A I D ?

+SINCE  T H E R E  W E R E  N O  R I C H ,  B.UM,lPU~j$RAS  BEFQREI  ,THE O N E S  W H O  A R E
FlCH NQW M U S T  H A V E  C O M E  FROM THE,  POOR.. .  THiSdiEANS-  T H A T  T H E  P O O R
YA’,‘E B E C O M E  R I C H . + I ..l.(.,, ,” .. ,_’ : ; .;

H E  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  P R O V I D E D  E D U C A T I O N .  F O R . T E N S  9F
rH”)USANDS  9.F EUMIPUTERAS’  I N  L I N E  W I T H  T H E  N E W  ECONOM,IC  P O L I C Y
,::F IMPROVING ‘THE LOT OF’  THE POOR THROUGH EDUCATIONSv  AMONG O T H E R S .

DATUK  SERl D R  M A H A T H I R  R E F U T E D  A L L E G A T I O N S  T H A - T  HE”WAS
M O R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  B I G  P R O J E C T S  S U C H  A S  T H E  A E R O B U S  A N D  T H O S E  T9
B E  UNDERTAREN  B Y  T H E  H E A V Y  I N D U S T R I E S  XORPO,RAT‘ION  .OF M A L A Y S I ’ A
!HICOM>, -- M O R E  1832/WS
NNNN . .
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H E  S A I D  T H A T  H E  H I M S E L F  H A D  G I V E N  M U C H  A T T E N T I O N  TQ R U R A L
D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  T H E  P L I G H T  O F  T H E  P O O R . -

+EUT I T  S E E M S  T H E  MEDIA3 I N C L U D I N G  R T M  I T S E L F ,  D O -  N O T  S E E M  T O  B E
I N T E R E S T E ’ D  W H E N  I‘SPEAK O N  K A M P U N G - R E L A T E D  I S S U E S .  I  H A V E  S P O K E N
A G A I N  A N D  A G A I N  O N  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  OF E R A D I C A T I N G  P O V E R T Y  A N D  I  C A N
;.XA;;T T H E  P R O J E C T S  T H A T  H A V E  B E E N  C A R R I E D  O U T  O N  M Y  INITIATIVEy+

T H E  ;RQJECTS  I N C L U D E D  V E N T U R E S  IN’THE F O O D  I N D U S T R Y  S U C H  A S  S A T E
R I A  A N D  S A T E  A N E K A  A N D  H A N D I C R A F T  PROJEC?‘S.

H E  S A I D  T H E  P R O J E C T S  O R I G I N A T E D  F R O M  HIS OFFICE9  B U T  T H E Y
DID NOT SEEM TO BE REGARDED AS ’ ’ N E W S W O R T H Y  .’ ’

’ ’ ON ‘ T H E  O T H E R  HANDI I F  I.MENTXON  HICOM O R  THE M A D E - I N - M A L A Y S I A
C4R,  A L L  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  T O  A S K  QUESTIONI” D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R
“;‘I? I D , - -  M O R E  1835/WS  .
?lNNEJ
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+SO I T  A P P E A R S  A s  T H O U G H  I  FOCUS  O N  H E A V Y ’  I N D U S T R I E S  A N D  N O T  AON
R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T : I N  F A C T ,  I  W A S  E L E C T E D  I N  A  R U R A L  CONSTITUENCYI+
H E  A D D E D . ’

DATUK SERI M’MATHIR WAS A S K E D  W H E T H E R  THE,BIG R O L E  G IV E N  T O

THE PRIVP,TE S E C T O R  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  D E V E L O P M E N T  W A S  B A S E D  T O O  M U C H
SiN THE +OPTIMISTIC.+  A S S U M P T I O N  T H A T  T H E  E C O N O H Y  W O U L D  G R O W
SUFFICENT,LY  TO ENABL.E T H E  S E C T O R  T O  P L A Y  I T S  P A R T . ’ ‘.

H E  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  T O  ASSUIIE  C E R T A I N  T H I N G S  I N  D R A W I N G
U P  A  P L A N .

iF T H E  A S S U M P T I O N  P E R T A I N I N G  T O  T H E  E C O N O M I C ’ G R O W T H  P R O V E D
WRf3NG  3 I T  NOULD  N O T  H A V E  M A D E  t+CH A  DIF.FERENCE  I F  THE’GOQERNMENT
&NOT G I V E N  T H E  P R I V A T E -  SEC.TOR’  A MA.JOR  R O L E ,  I N  D E V E L O P M E N T ?  H E

. E C O N O M I C  R E C E S S S O N  H E  PO.SNTED  OUT1 A F F E C T E O  B O T H  T H E  P U B L I C
A N D
P R I V A T E  S E C T O R S . -n- BERNA&  184O/WS I ‘._, ____..._.m..
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