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K U A L A  LUMPURl  A P R I L  1 3  IEERNAtlAl  :- T H E  DREAM O F  CREATiNC  A
HALAYsIAN NATION WHICH IS PROGRESSIVEI  RESPECTED AND WITWli2‘iEGRITV

IS N O T  A N  A B S T R A C T  VISION, &
DATUK SERI DR'MAHATHIR MOHAMAbSAID\.-

TONIGHT.
_-.---__.~_.---- --._..-

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT WAS AN,OBJECTIVE:WHIC~  SkOULD  STRIVED
FOR A N D  N U R T U R E D  U N T I L  I T  B E C A M E  A  R E A L I T Y .

SPEAKING  A T  T H E  S I L V E R  J U B I L E E  D I N N E R  O F  THE’INSTZTUTION  O F
E N G I N E E R S  M A L A Y S I A  (IEtl) A T  T H E  H I L T O N  H O T E L  HERE* H E  S A I D  T O  ACHLEVE
THE OBJECTIAVE  EVERY’KNOWLEDGE,  EXPERTISE AND TECHNOLOGY SHOULD SE
UTILESED. :

IN THIS/RESPECT  THE PEOPLE SHOULD NOT ONLY ACQUIRE TECHNOLOGY FROM
,OTHERS B U T  A L S O  S T R I V E  T O  M A S T E R  T H E  R E Q U I R E D  TECHNOLOGY*  HE SAID, ’

“ACQUIRING TECHNOLOGY FROM OTHERS DOES NOT HEAN  WE A.RE B A C K W A R D ,
‘DEPENDENT OR SOMETHING HUMILIATING.“: \: .

HE REHINDED  T H A T  T H E R E  W A S  N O  N A T I O N - O R  PEOPLE  B E I N G  I N  C O N T R O L  O f
: ,ALL THE ASPECTS OF TECHNOLOGY IN .THI$_..W.~.RLD..  -: .t’iORE_2125fI%.  ’ ,%*
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HAHPiTHfR  - VISION 2 KUALA LUtlPUR  ( E M B A R G O )

E V E N  T H E  M O S T  D E V E L O P E D  N A T I O N  D I D  N O T  HAtiE ALL THE TECWjOLOGy IT
REQUIRED ‘AND HAD TO ACQUIRE THEM ;FROM, OTHER COUNTRIES,: -HE ADDED.

I N  3HORTr  T H E  COUjJTRIES  O F  T H E  W O R L D  WERE I N T E R - D E P E N D E N T  A S  FA.R
AS TECHNOLOGY WAS CONCERNEDI  HE SAID.

DATUK SERI DR,tlAHATHIRv  COMMENTING ON-ALLEGATIONS THAT FOREIGNERS
W E R E  N O T  GINCERE  PR DID N O T  W I S H  TO‘TRANSFER  T H E I R  T E C H N O L O G Y  T O
MALAYSIANS,  SAID THE PEOPLE WERE ’ ‘NAIVE’  ‘.: I F .  T H E Y  T H I N K  T H A T
F O R E I G N E R S  W O U L D  F U L L Y  TRi+NSFAR  THEIR TECHNOLOGY,;~~

"IF .WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOQY WE WILL ALSO NOT BE’KEEN  IN
‘TRANSFERING  IT WHOLLY. AS SUCH WHY SHOULD BE BELIEVE,-THAT WE HAVE

T H E  RICHT.TO  T H E  F U L L  T R A N S F E R  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  FROtl  OTHERS*” HE.SAID.
,DATUK  SERI  DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE .DEVELOPED  C O U N T R I E S

W E R E  N O T  K E E N  T O  F U L L Y  T R A N S F E R  T H E I R  TECHNOLOGYg  A  C E R T A I N  A M O U N T  O F
SUCH TRANSFERS. HAD TAKEN PLACE:

THIS COULD ‘BE SEEN F,ROM THE FACT .THAT A NUHBER  O F  C O U N T R I E S  W H I C H
IN THE .PAST  DID NOT P O S S E S  ANY.TECHNOLOGY  H A D  N O W  M A S T E R E D  V A R I O U S ’
FORKS OF TECHNOLOGY AND HAD. ACHIEVED FROGRERS.  -L tIORE 2128tfI ' -. . ...‘..
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C I T I N G  S O U T H  KOREA,.  TAIWAN, H O N G  K O N G  A N D  S I N G A P O R E  A S  EXAtl’PLES,
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THESE COUNTRIES HAD ACQUIRED TECHNOLOGY’FROH
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AND HAD SUCCESSFULLY USED SUCH’TECHNOLOGY TO ’
CONPETE WITH .THE D E V E L O P E D  N A T I O N S . <

’’ ’ fN, OTHER WORDS, T H E S E  C O U N T R I E S  H A V E ,  B E E N ’  S U C C E S S F U L  I N
A C Q U I R I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  FROfl  OTHERS AND WERE USING‘.IT  E F F E C T I V E L Y .
QUESTION 13 WHY MALAYSIA IS FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO A C Q U I R E

T.HE

T E C H N O L O G Y ?  I S  T H E R E  A N Y  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ’ A G A I N S T  M A L A Y S I A ? . ”  H E  ’
A S K E D .

H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E R E  W A S  N O  DISCRIMINAfLQN<  TOWARDS ~ALAYSIAAND
THERE WAS NO REASON THAT !3UCH;DISCRIMINAT~iO~~~:SHOULD  EX,IST.

“IF WE EXAMINE OURSELVE$i  WE WrLi+  FXND%&E’  REAiON3 WHY IT Is.
DIFFICULT TO ACQUIRE TECHNOLOGY 1’ ’ HE ADDED’?--.ildRE.  2130/1X
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T H E  PRXME MINIBTER G A V E  T W O  R E A S O N S  W H Y  M A L A Y S I A  W A S  F I N D I N G  I T
DJFFXCULT T O  A C Q U I R E  F O R E I G N  T E C H N O L O G Y .

FIRSTLY?  T H E  A T T I T U D E  O F  T H E  P E O P L E ’  N O T  TO B U Y  T E C H N O L O G Y  IF IN
THEIR’EXTIMATE  IT W A S  E X P E N S I V E  A N D  S E C O N D L Y  T H E  P E O P L E  E X P E C T E D  T H E
TECHNOLdCY  T O  B E  P R E S E N T E D  T O  T H E M  O N  A  G O L D E N ’ P L A T T E R .

DATUK SERI’DR M A H A T H I R  A D D E D  T H A T  A  P A R T I C U L A R  T E C H N O L O G Y  W A S
C O N S I D E R E D  E X P E N S I V E  IF IT9 U S E  W A S  F O U N D  T O  BE.LIMITED. F O R
INSTANCE3 IF IT WAS ONLY FOR THE DOMESTXC MARKET WHICH MEANT THAT THE
P R O F I T S  A C C R U E D  W O U L D  B E  I N A D E Q U A T E  T O  F I N A N C E  T H E  H I G H  C O S T  O F  T H E
T E C H N O L O G Y . .

“ X T  IS T H E  S A M E  A S  BUYING A  B O E I N G  7 4 7  A I R C R A F T  F O R  A  F L I G H T  F R O M
K U A L A  L U M P U R  T O  KUANTANg”  H E  S A I D .

HE  ALSO CRITICISED T H E  A T T I T U D E  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  W A N T E D  A L L  T H E ’
A V A I L A B L E  T E C H N O L O G Y  W I T H O U T  QUESTPONING R E S E A R C H  A N D  E X A M I N I N G  T H E
VITAL A S P E C T S  O F  A C Q U I R I N G  IT. - -  MORE 2135/X1
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I N  T H E  B U I L D I N G  I N D U S T R Y  F O R  EXAMPLEI  H E  S A I D  THE.GOVERNMENT
W A N T E D  T H E  J A P A N E S E  B U I L D I N G  S E C T O R  T O  T R A I N  MALAYZlIAN-PROFESSIONALS  -
A N D  N O N - P R O F E S S I O N A L S  I N  A L L  FIELDS9 FROM THE-USE OF STEEL FRAMES TO--
PROJECT MANAGEMENT.

O N  T H E  O T H E R  LAND9  S A I D  D A T U K  SERI‘DR MAHATHIR,  T H E R E  W E R E  N O T
MANY HALAYSXANS  WHO WERE INTERESTED AND NEARLY ALL GAVE EXCUSES SUCH
AS “ N O  T I M E ” A”;3 T H E R E  W E R E  A L S O  T H O S E  W H O  C L A I M E D  T H A T  T H E R E  WAS
NOTHING  T O  L E A R N .

f’ESUT U N T I L  NO44  T H E R E  A R E  N O  C O M P A N I E S  W H I C H  A R E  1 0 0  P E R  C E N T
MALAYSLHN-OWNED  WHICH COULD USE STEEL FRAMES TO CONSTRUCT BUILDINGS !
A S  BIG DAYABUMI.WITHIN T H E  S P E C I F I E D  T I M E . ’

” AS A RESULTy A N  O P P O R T U N X T Y  T O  A C Q U I R E  T E C H N O L O G Y  H A S  B E E N
M I S S E D  B E C A U S E W E  A R E  A L L  B U S Y  O R  P R O U D  T O  LEqRN  FROPI OTHERS*”  H E
S A I D .

THE PRIME MINPSTER SAID THE SAME SITUATION PREVAILED IN OTHER
\FIELDS.

XT WAS D I F F E R E N T  W’ITH C O U N T R I E S  S U C H  A 5  H O N G  KONG9  T A I W A N  A N D
SOUTH KOREA WHERE THE PEOPLE WERE PREPARED TO LEARN AND WERE ABLE TO
PRODUCE MICRO-CHIP COMPUTERS AND OTHER ELECTRONIC’COMPONENTS,.

HE ?-&as  UNHAPPY THAT THOUGH MALAYSIA WA8 -THE WORLD’S LARGEST
PROD~~CER  OF MICROCHIPS THERE WAS NO LOCAL ENTREPRENEUR NH0 USED IT TO
PRODUCE ARTICLES.  .-- MORE 2140/X1

’ M A H A T H I R - V I S I O N  6  K U A L A  L U M P U R  <EMBARGO)  .

“ H O W E  19 IT THAT HONG KONG9  T A I W A N  A N D  S O U T H  K O R E A  C A N  A C Q U I R E
TECHNOLOGY AND WE CANNOT,”  HE ASKED.

D A T U K  SERI  DR MAHATHIR REMXNDED  THE PEOPLE THAT THEY CANNOT BLAME
OTHERS WHEN THEY CANNOT GET THEIR TECHNOLOGY.

’ ‘ S E E  F O R  O U R S E L V E S . WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO ACQUIRE TECHNOLOGY?”
“ D O  W E  H A V E  E N O U G H  F A C I L I T I E S  F O R  R E S E A R C H  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T ? ”  H E

ASKED. - -  B E R N A M A  2142/I]:
.,


	Mahathir - Vision (Bernama 13/04/1984)

