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MOHAMAD TONIGHT ,TOOK TO TASK’MALAYSIANS WHO CRITICISED  THE-- IN-ROADS
M‘CiY F O R E I G N  C O N T R A C T O R S  I N T O  T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N S T R U C T I O N
I N D U S T R Y .

THE PRIME MINISTER M A D E  I T  C L E A R  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  N O T
A N X I O U S  T O  E N R I C H  FOREIGNERSI  N O R  F O R  T H A T  M A T T E R _  O - i - H E R  M A L A Y S I A N
C O M P A N I E S  A N D  I N S T I T U T I O N .

S P E A K I N G  AT T H E  I N S T I T U T I O N  O F  E N G I N E E R S ‘ M A L A Y S I A  (IEM)
D I N N E R  H E L D  T O  C E L E B R A T E  I T S  S I L V E R  J U B L E E  A T  T H E  HILlTON H E R E
H E  B L A M E D  T H E  +COULDN’T  C A R E  L E S S  A T T I T U D E +  O F  T H O S E  ‘ I N V O L V E D
XN T H E  LOCAL,CONSTRUCTION  I N D U S T R Y  F O R  T H E  S I T U A T I O N .

H E  SAID1 +WHEN  T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N S T R U C T I O N  I N D U S T R Y  W A S  C O N F I N E D
Tb M A L A Y S I A N S  T H E R E  W A S  A  C O U L D N ’ T - C A R E - L E S S  A T T I T U D E . H A R D L Y  A N Y
C O N S T R U C T I O N  W A S  F I N I S H E D  O N  T I M E . O N E  H I G H  R I S E  B U I L D I N G  I N  T H E
CITY T O O K  E I G H T  Y E A R S  T O  C O M P L E T E . +

+COST O V E R - R U N S  W A S  T H E  R U L E  A N D  A  1 0 0  P E R  C E N T  I N C R E A S E  I N
T H E  F I N A L  C O S T  W A S  N O T  U N U S U A L . T H E R E  W A S  N O  A T T E H P T  M A D E  T O
I M P A R T  O N  T H E  J O B  T R A I N I N G  T O  B U M I P U T E R A S  O R  E V E N  NON-BUMIPUTERAS:+

HE ADDED THAT EVEN THE GOVERNMENT’S DESIRE TO SEE THE NEW
. E C O N O M I C  P O L I C Y  A P P L I E D  I N  P R A C T I C A L  TEBHS  W A S  R E J E C T E D ,  I G N O R E D

OR BY-PAS9ED.
a-- M O R E  1930/AZ9 7’ ..__
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M A H A T H I R - C & T R A C T O R S  2  K U A L A ’ L U M P U R  ( E M B A R G O )

N O  ATTEMPTr  HE SAID,  WAS ALSO  M A D E  T O  qCQUIRE  A N D  A P P L Y  N E W
T E C H N O L O G Y ,

D A T U K  S E R X  bR M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  T H E N  W A S  A L S O
C H A R A C T E R I S E D  B Y  +QUITE  P R I M I T I V E  MANAGEMENT+r  W I T H  C O N T R A C T O R S
H A V I N G  T O O  M A N Y  J O B B  T O  G I V E  P E R S O N A L  A N D  S U S T A I N E D  A T T E N T I O N
T O  A N Y  O F  T H E I R  P R O J E C T S .

W I T H  T H E  A D V E N T  O F  F O R E I G N  C O N T R A C T O R S  H O W E V E R  N O T  O N L Y  H A D
N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y  B E E N  B R O U G H T  I N  BUT PROJECT HANAGEMENT  WAS OF
A  V.ERY H I G H  O R D E R . ‘

H E  S A I D  D E S P I T E  L A N G U A G E  A N D  B U R E A U C R A T I C  D I F F I C U L T I E S ,
T H E Y  H A D  S E E N  A B L E  T O  M E E T  T H E I R  O B L I G A T I O N S  A N D  F R E Q U E N T L Y
CONSTRUCTION WORK WAS COMPLETED AHEAD OF TIME.

+IN  O N E  I NS T A NC E ,  A  S E V E N- Y E AR  G U A RA N T E E  I s  GI V E N  FOR  A NY
’STRUCTURAL DEFECTS WHICH MAY SHOW UP. S U C H  I S  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  T H I S

I N V A S I O N  BY F O R E I G N  C O N S T R U C T I O N  ,COMPANIESr  T H E I R  M A L A Y S I A N  C O U N T E R -
P A R T S  H A V E  B E E N  F O R C E D  T O  I M P R O V E  O N  T H E I R  PERFORMANCEq+  HE S A I D .

THE PRIME MINISTER EXFRESSED  THE HOPE HOWEVER THAT WHAT WAS
CURRENTLY HAPPENING WOULD BE TEMPORARY. * W E  H O P E  T O  S E E  M A L A Y S I A N - -
COMPANIES ACQUIRING THE NECESSARY SKILLS AND ORGANIZATION TO
C O M P E T E  W I T H  F O R E I G N  C O M P A N I E S . +
- -  MORE 1933/AZ
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T H E  PRItlE M I N I S T E R  S T R E S S E D  H O W E V E R  T H A T  T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T  O F
M A L A Y S I A N  C O M P A N I E S  C O U L D  N O T  T A K E  P L A C E  O V E R N I G H T .

A S  A  F I R S T  STE’P; H E  S U G G E S T E D  T H A T  T H E R E  S H O U L D  B E  JOINT-
V E N T U R E S  W I T H  F O R E I G N  C O M P A N I E S  W H E R E  M A L A Y S I A N  P A R T N E R S  M U S T
S H O U L D E R  F U L L Y  T H E I R  S H A R E  O F  T H E  R I S K  A N D  T H E  W O R K .

+THEY  MUST EE A G G R E S S X V E  IN O R D E R  T O  G E T  T H E  K N O W - H O W  A N D
T H E  T E C H N I Q U E S . E V E N T U A L L Y  T H E R E  S H O U L D  B E  P U R E L Y  M A L A Y S I A N
COIIPANIES  W H I C H  A R E  5IG E N O U G H  E V E N  F O R  F U L L  T U R N - K E Y  P R O J E C T S . +

+AND F I N A L L Y  M A L A Y S I A N  C O M P A N I E S  S H O U L D  B E  A B L E  T O  G O  A B R O A D
A N D  C O M P E T E  F O R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  W O R K  I N  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S  I N C L U D I N G
T H E  U . S .  A N D  E U R O P E . , + ,

C O N C E D I N G  T H A T  T H I S  M I G H T  S O U N D  L I K E  A N  +IMPOSSIBLE  D R E A M + ,
D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  SAID* +ANYTHING  I S  P O S S I B L E  I F  W E  A R E
P R E P A R E D  T O  FACE A N D  O V E R C O M E  C H A L L E N G E S * .

H E  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A  H A D  T A C K L E D  R U B B E R ,  PALtl  OIL, A N D  C O C O A  - -
N O N E  O F  W H I C H  A R E  I N D I G E N O U S  T O  T H E  C O U N T R Y  - -  A N D  H A D  B E C O M E ’  T H E
+GREATEST+ IN T H E S E  F I E L D S . . . .
- -  M O R E  1936/AZ
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+-THERE IS N O  R E A S O N  W H Y  W E  C A N N O T  T A C K L E  OTHER F I E L D S . B E I N G
S M A L L ,  B U T  S E T  Y O U R  T A R G E T S  H I G H . W E  M A Y  N O T  H I T  T H E  TARGET9
N O T  I N  O U R  L I F E T I M E ,  B U T  W E  C A N  COME C L O S E  T o  2Tg+  H E  S A I D .

H E  R E C A L L E D  T H A T  W H E N  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  A I R L I N E  S Y S T E M  F I R S T
W A N T E D  T O  F L Y  T O  L O N D O N !  T H E R E  WAS N o  S U C H  SCERTICISj’j A N D  E V E R Y -
O N E  W A N T E D  I T  T O  S T A Y  D O M E S T I C .

+TODAY M A S  I S  F L Y I N G  F O U R  T I M E S  A  WEEK T o  L O N D O N . IT NOULD
B E  U N T H I N K A B L E  T O  H A V E  N O  IIAS S E R V I C E  T O  L O N D O N .

+ Y E T  I T  W A S  O N C E  A N  I M P O S S I B L E  D R E A M  O R  IlORE C O R R E C T L Y  A
FANTASY .+ .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A S S U R E D  T H E  CONTRACTORS,THAT T H E  G O V E R N M E N T
W O U L D  C O N T I N U E  TQ P L A Y  I T S  R O L E  A N D  W O U L D  CONTINUET TOB 5E
S Y M P A T H E T I C .

+WE NILL L I S T E N  T O  Y O U R  G R O U S E S  A N D  W E  W I L L  A C T  W H E R E  N E C E S S A R Y .
H E  R E M I N D E D  H O W E V E R  T H A T  IF T H E  GOVERNHENT  APPERED  To BE

A C T I N G  A G A I N S T  T H E I R  I N T E R E S T , T H E Y  S H O U L D  R E H E M B E R  T H A T  I T
WAS N O T  F R O M  A N Y  D E S I R E  TQ BEGIN CHARITY  A B R O A D .
- -  M O R E  1939/A2
~AHATWE~-CONTRACTORS.5  K U A L A  L U M P U R  cEMeA”RGO,

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR STRESSED  THAT  X T  HAS SOMETIMES N E CE S S A R Y

F O R  T H E  GDVERNHENT  AND THE,LEADERSHXP  TO JgLT  T H E  P E O P L E  O U T  O F
THEIR  COMFLANCENCY  A N D  S M U G  S E L F - S A T I S F A C T I O N .

UMT’OFULAR T O U G H  IT M I G H T  B E 3 THE G0VERNMENT.v  HE SAID, MUST
OFF-AND-ON APPLY THE S H O C K  T R E A T M E N T .

IN HSS SPEECHI I E M ’ S  P R E S I D E N T 3 E N C I K  P A N G  L E O N G  HOON  H A S
S U G G E S T E D  T H E  F O R M A T I O N  O F  A  T H A N K - T A N K  W I T H I N  T H E  I N S T I T U T I O N .

HE SAID T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  C O U L D  M A K E  U S E  O F  T H E S E  E X P E R T S
TO OBTAIN TECHNICAL ADVICE ON D E V E L O M E N T  P R O J E C T S .

ENCTK PANG9 WHO IS AL,SO  THE DID D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L ?  S A I D  T H A T
THE XEM WITH  A MEMBERSHIP OF MORE THAN 6tOOO  H A D  M A N Y  E X P E R T S
fN VARaOUS  S P E C X A L I S E D  E N G I N E E R I N G  F I E L D .

HE SAID IEM S U P P O R T E D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  L O O K  E A S T  P O L I C Y ,
ITS PRPVATjSATION  AND M A L A Y S I A  I N C O R P O R A T E D  C O N C E P T S  A N D  U R G E D

PEEMsERS To WORK F O R  #THEIR  S U C C E S S .
-,’ SERNAHSA  1947/A% _ _ ._
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