MAHATHIR-GERAKBAKTI . ;

BM . 3
. B ©

KUALA LUMPURs MAY 1 (BERNAMA) -- POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE
COUNTRY CAN BE REDUCED OR COMPLETELY ERADICATED IF THE PEOPLE
UTILISED THEIR ABILITIES AND AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES WITHOUT -
DEPENDING ON OHERS»(DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR MOHAMAR SAID TODAY,

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT POVERTY WAS STILL EVIDENT AMONG THE
PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT PREPARED TO WEATHER THE CHALLENGES,
LEADING TO THE NATION BEING DEPENDANT ON FOREIGN WORKERS.

+WE OURSELVES ARE NOT PREPARED TO CARRY OUT THE DUTIES AND WE
PREFER TO LET OTHERS CARRY THEM OUT. THE ATTITUDE OF DEPENDING ON
OTHERS WILL SLOWLY ERODE US OF OUR FREEDOM+#s HE LAMENTED WHEN
LAUNCHING THE YAYASAN GERAKBAKTI PEMUDA OF UMNO YOUTH AT DEWAN TUNKU
CHANSELOR IN UNIVERSITI MALAYA HERE. o ,

THE FOUNDATION WILL AMONG OTHER THINGS BE A PERMANENT FINANCIAL
SOURCE FOR THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY. o . | .

THE FOUNDATLON RAKED IN$3.2 MILLION AT THE LAUNCHING CEREMONY
TODAYs INCLUDING 61 MILLION FROM PROMETy %4 MILLION FROM KOMPLEKS
'KEWANGAN MALAYSIA AND $360,000 FROM STATE GOVERNHENTS.
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THE PRIME MINIETER HANDED. OVER & fHEGUELEOR 300,000 ON BERALF OF
THE FEDEIRAL GOVIRNMENT AMD SABAM CHIEF MINIBTER DAYUX WARRIS SALLEH
DONATED £500.000 ON BEHALF OF PARTI SERJA¥AL" . -

DATUK SERL DH.OMARATHIR SAID THAT THY PEQPLE SHOULD 488K THENMIHLVES
HOW THEY COULD oo

NTRIBUTE TO BRING DGUT & SUCLCESEFUL aND FROSPEROUS
MALAYSIAN SOCIETY, R ' «
+UE SHOULD ASK OURBELVES WHY POVERTY Ig

3 & _
cBTILL EXISTONT WMER WE

ALREADY RHAVE POLITICAL POMER: THY EOVIRNMENT 18 SPEMDIME THOUSANDE OF
DOLLARS 70O ERADICATE EOVERTY axXD THL WATIQM: 1S BLESSED WITH ABUNDANRY
NATURAL REBCURCEE. »

+1F WE ARE. BEALLY SINCERE. THE 85784CKETD OUR PROSPERITY 16 WE
OURSELVES. IF NE ARE WILLINE TO CHANGE GUR-LIFESTYLE, THEN WE SHOULD
NOT BE DISTURELD BY POVERTY+s DATUK SERI*HR.MAHATHMIR SALD, -

THE PRIME WINISTER SALD THAT THE PROBEEM OF NOT WANTING T FACE U©
TO THIS HAS QECOME A MISTCRY OF THIS NaTEON., ~ |

+THERE &RE NO LANS WHICH OBSTRUCT IN GFFORTS TO ERADICATE FOVERTY
EXCEPT WE GURBELVES+) HE ADDED. el |
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DATUX SERI DR.MAKATHIR SALD THAT IT WAS DUE TO THE ATTITUDE OF THE
MALAYSIAN THEMSELVES THAT HAD RESULTED IN FOREIGNERS COMING TO WORK
IN MALAYSIA FOR BETTER SALARIES. o -

+THIS HAD LED US TO BE ENVIOUS OF THEM AND SOME ARE EVEN SAYING
THAT MALAYESIA I5 ENCOURAGING FOREIGNERS TO WORK HERE+: HE SAILD. ~

CITING A MALAY PROVERBs THE PRIMEMINISTER ASKED: +WHO I5 TO BLAME
IF THE CHICHEN WHICH IS SURROUNDED BY FOOD DOES NOT WANT TO EAT AND
THE DUCK WHICH 15 SURROUNDED BY WATER DOES NOT WANT TO DRINK?+ :

HE HOPEDL THAT THE POOR PEOPLE WOULD NOT JUST DEPEND ON ASSISTANCE
BUT WORK TOWARDS IMPROVING THEIR LIVES. . SRS -

IF THEY DEPEND ON ASSISTANCE ALONEs THEN THEY WOULD CONTINUE To
REMAIN POORs HE ADDED, - . : , .
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