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KUALA. LUMPURs MAY 5 (BERNAMA) =~ T H E LOGK EAST POLICY WILL
CONTINUETO BE PURSUED AND THERE SHOGLDNOTBE ANY ATTEMPYS TO TURN

BUMIPUTERAS AGAINST IT;Q%{A‘TUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

THE PRIME MINISTER & SED THAT THE GOVERNAENT HAD NO INTENTION
OF AROLISHING THE POLICYWHICH HAD BEEN FOUND T¢ BE TIMELY AND HAD -
BROUGHT DESIRED RESULTYS. ‘

+MALAYSIAIS BOUND TO BENEFIT GREATLY FROM THE LOOK EAST POLICY.
DON’T TRY TO INSTIGATE BUMIPUTERAS INTO 0P OBING THE POLICY s+ HE
ADDED WHEN OPENING THE DAYABUMI COMPLEX-~A 34~5TOREY LANDMARK INTHE
HEART OF THE CITY.

HE HIT OUT AT CRITICISMS AGAINST THE POLICY AND ATTEMPTS BY
CERTAIN GROUPS TO: MAKE THE" DAYABU?‘!ICONPLEX A SYMBOL To BRINGABOUT
THE .FAILURE OF THE POLICY,

HE SAID THAT SHOULD THEREBE ANY PROBILLEMS OR INCIDENTS WHERE
FOREIGNERS DIDNOT. ADHERE TOSTIPULATED CORDITIONS OrR KDID NOT ACCORD
APPROPRIATE TREATMENT TO THE LOCAL PEOPLEy THE AUTHORITIES SHOULDBE
' INFORMED AND. THEPROBLEM RESOLYED THROUGH DISCUSHEIONS. ~~MORE - .
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“#LET US NOT BE TOO SENSITIVEs TO THE 'EXTENT OF REFUSING TO ACCEPT '

ACRITICISM EVEN THOUGH WHEN' WE ARE WRONG.

.. HFIND THAT MANY MISTAKES ARE MADE OVER AND OVER AGAIN BECAUSE WE

DONOT LIKE TO BE CRITICISED AND ARE AFRAID TO BE HURTy+ HE SAID.

‘.~ IN DEFENDING THE POLICY » DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAID SINCE | T S
.IHPLEHENTATION THERE HAD BEEN AN INCREASEIN THE TRANSFER OF
'TECHNOLOGY TO -THE COUNTRY.

;. '+THOUGH MOST OF THE LOCAL FIRMS DENY THAT THERE HAS BEEN

“TECHNOLOGY- TRANSFERs THE FACTS SHOW 'OTHERWISE:+ HE SAID.

4 THE GOVERNMENT WAS SATISFIED THAT TECHNOLOGY-TRANSFER HAS ONE OF
THE BENEFITS ACCRUING FROM FOREIGN CONTRACTORS PARTICULARLY THOSE

FROM JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA.

INPULAU PINANG FOR INSTANCEs A BUMXPUTERA FIRM COULDNOW PRODUCE

THE LARGEST PRE-STRESSED CONCRETE BEAMSs FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE

PULAUPINANG BRIDGE.

& ANOTHER COMPANY IN THIS CITY ITSELF HAD SUCCEEDED IN PRODUCING
. _CURTAINWALL FOR THE. DAYABUMI PROJECT. -- MORE 1343/US
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THE PRIMEMINISTER SAl D THE METHODS OF MANAGINGBIG PROJECTS HAD
ALSO BEEN EXPLAINED TO PERMODALAN NASIONAL BERHAD(PNB> AND OTHER
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

AT THE SAME TIME A LARGE NUMBER OF TECHNICIANSs ENGINEERS AND AND
SKILLED PERSONNEL HAD RECEIVED ON THE SPOT TRAAINING OR HAD BEEN
TRAINED IN -JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE TWO
COUNTRIES AND BY THEIR FIRMS.

+WHAT CANNOT SE DENIED IS THAT BEFORE THE LOOK EASTPOLICYs WE' HAD
ALS0 AWARDED CONTRACTS AND HAD OBTAINED OUR SUPPLIES FROM FOREIGN

COUNTRIES BUT THERE WERE NO ORGANISED TRAIMING SCHEMES OR
SCHOLARSHIPS ON 4 BIG SCALE FROM THOSE WHOBENEFLTTED FROM THEIR
CONTRACTS IN MALAYSIA+9 DATUK SERI  DR.MAHA&THIR SAID.

HE EXPLAINED THAT THE NEW ECONOMIC POLIQY\NAS ALS0 RESPECTED BY
SOUTH KOREAN AND JAPANESE FIRMS. .

HE REITERATED THAT THE LOOK EAST: ROLICYDIDNOJ MEAN GIVING
CONTRACTS OR OBTAINING SUPPLIES. FROM THE COUNTR.}IS. OF THE EAST BUT
WAS AIMED AT LEARNING FROM THEIR:WORK-ETHICSMtI"HODS OF MANAGEMENT
AND ACQUIRING TECHNOLOGY FROM JAPAN "AND SOUTH KCFEA. -
--MORE 14D9/AN H““.
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HE SAID CONTRACTS WERE. AWARDED TOFOREIENCONTRACTORE WHOSE OFFERS
_HERE FOUND TO BE THE BEST AFT&R TAKING iNTO ACPOUNT AL ABPECTS.
+LOW COST IS NOT THE ONLY FACTOR IN THE AWARD OF TENDERS WE KNOW
HOW OFTEN LOW FENDERERS FINALLY END UP WITH PROBLEMSY ARE LATE UN ,
COMPLETING THEIR- WORK, SEEK ADDITIONAL FAYMENT AND SOMETIMES ABANDON -
THEIR WORK+y HE. SAID. .
+IF A FIRM USUALLY TAKES A. LONG TIME TO COMPLETE A PRCJECT AND ITS
TENDERS ARE USUALLY HIGH BUT' INTHISPARTICULAR TENDERITS QUOTATIONS
ARE VERY COW AND MAKES PLEDGES OF COMPLETING THE WCGRKINA SHORT
PERIODyWE CANNOTBUT BE DOUBTFUL AS TO WHETEATHE cwm?lows OF THE
TENDER WILL BE FOLLOWED+.
DATUK SERIDR. HAHATHIR EXPLAINED THAT THE PAST rENFOR“’MNCh OF ‘THE.
TENDERERY9 HIS SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION:QUALITY OF WORA 4MD CTHER
FACTORS SHOULD ALSO BE ThKEN‘1NTQ~ACCGQNTIN%ETERﬁ¢‘I 46 KHOWON THE-
.TENDER. \ ,
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THE PRIMEMINISTERSAID SUCH CRITERIAUWERE USEGFOR ALL TENDERS
WHICH WERE OPEN TO BOTH LOCAL ‘AND FOREIGN FIRMS
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NOT ONLY THE GOVERNMENT BUT ALSO THEPRIVATE SECTor USED SUCH
CRITERIA AND THIS WAS NOT CONNECTED IN ANYWAY TO THE iOUVEA T
POLICYy HE SAID. ,

HE WAS HAPPY WITH THE THIRD PHASE OF THE. DAYABUMIPROJECT AS ALL -
CRITERIA HAD BEEN CONSIDERED AND THE RESULT. JUSTIFIED THED%;CISIONOF*

-~ THE AUTHORITIES CONCERNED | N AWARDING THE TENDERFOR THISPROJECT.

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIRSAID NOT ONLY THE CONDITIOW OF COMPLETING ' '
THE PROJECT IN 26 MONTHS WAS ADHERED TO:+8UT THE QUALITY OF THE WORK
WAS FOUND TO BE GOODs TRAINING- WAS PROVIDED TOLOCAL WORKERS AND

BUMIPUTERA FIRMS WERE ABLE TO PLAY A ROLE TNTH&.PROJEC\
--BERNAMA 1440/AN
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