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By KAkRUL IDRIS

K U A L A  L U M P U R .
Sat.--  Datuk Set-i  Dr
Mahathir  Mohamad
today pledged a con-
tinued commitment to
the Zook East poIicy
and-warned cr i t ics
against swaying Bu-
miputeras away from
it.

“The Government wilt
not abolish the Look East
policy. On the contrary,
the Government feels the
policy iS pertinent and
has already brought in
the  desired results,” he
said.

“Do not attempt to pro-
voke Bumiputcras into
resisting this policy,” he
said when declaring open
the  Dayabumi Complex,
lhc 35.storev  blue-ribbon
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construction project do-
minating the city skyline.

The Prime Minister
s a i d s a t i s f a c t o r y
transfers of technology
had taken place  and dis-
missed charges by local
contractors that Japan-
ese and Korean firms
reneged on contract pro-
mises involving training.

“Malaysia will ccrtain-
ly get a lot of benefits
from the Look East po-
licy. Since the policy was
launched many of our
trainees have gone to Ja-
pan and South Korea and
into firms in both coun-
tries.

“What cannot be denied
is that before the  policy.

building and supply con-
tracts had also gone  to
other countries, but with-
out any scheme or organ-
iscd and large-scale
training programmcs  by
those who had gained
from those contracts.”

Problems relating to
contract terms or stan-
dards of scrvicc from for-
eign parties should be rc-
ported to supervisory
authorities and settled
through consultation, Dr
Mahathir said.

He advised a more
open approach in solving
disputes ~. “LA us not be
come too scnsitivc-
. ..wherc  we could eve11 br
wrong.
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Hc alati  ,x ,:ditcd  the po-
licy fin vxmnsivc on site
trainmg  iced for passing
on  ddb.-rLccd  pruject

@ SEE ALSO PAGE 4

The Prime Minister dc-
fended Loutract  awards
to Japancsc  and Korean
firms in spite of their
higher uffer bids by un
dcrscoring  their “past
pcrforrnance”,  work cre-
dentials arId other fac-
tors. He was also reply-
ing to criticism which he
said had cpitomiscd the
“defeat of the Look East
policy” in the Dayabumi
building

He related instances of
enormous cost overruns
in conventionally con-
tracted projects and
praised the no-ir-common
turnkey packages as “ef-
fective” and yielding
quicker returns by finish-
ing on tune.
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