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By NURAINA SAMAD

KUALA TERENG-
GANU, Wed. - The
Govcrnment is not out
to oppress or belittle
anyonce in its contin-
ucd efforts to instil a
strong secnsc of disci-
plinc in the people.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad, declaring this to-
dayTSaidthe Go v-
crnment belicved that a
lot could bc achieved in
the country for the benc-l
fiL and well-being of the'
rakyat through disci-
plinc. '

“It is not for the bencfil
of the Government,
leaders or Ministers in
power. It is for the
country and the rakyat.
W c do not wish to control!
or belittleanyone. This s,
not our intention. Disci-
pline is vital for pro-
gress.” hc told about
10.000 pcoplc who had
thronged the residence of
Mcntcri Bcesnr Datuk
Haji Wan Mokhtar Ah-,
mad.

Dr Mahathirsaida
country whose people were
disciplined and hardworking
would bc highly respected by
other countries.

“If wc adhere to these “a-
lues -- of disciplinég,i
trustworthiness, integrity;
and hard work — no one can
belitile us.”

He said the Government
al_vve(ljys had the rakyat in’
mind when implementing
any plan.

Speaking at length on dis-'
cipline, the Prime Minister,
said even though the country
had developed rapidly since
independence, there was till
much to be donc.

Blind scholar

*“That is why we need to bc
disciplined in order to attain
our goals. Time IS precious.
W ¢ cannot afford to waste il.
1t is God-given. It is therea-
son wc ask you to cometo
work on time. work alittle
longer. Iiisal for the better,
lassurce you.”

Touching on thé¢ Govern-
ment's economic pro-
grammes to cradicate .po-
verty, Dr Mahathir urged the
people lo bc more harlwork-
ing and to take advantage of
the opportunities “pen to
them.

“ Wc must often ask our-
selves why a person is rich.

Did he inherit his wealthor

did hc work hard to attain it’!
If we carry out our responsi-
bility with determination
and perseverance, we can’
surely reduce poverty.”

Thepeople must help,
themselves in order to im-
prove their economic status.

"Opportunilies arc there.
The Government provides
thr opportunity for Malay-
sians, irrespective of race, to
progress economically. But
it must bethrough your own
cfforts and perseverance.”

Dr Mahathir said thatas
long as a person was fit. he
should work hard to better
himself cconomically, ad-
ding that even handicapped
people were given opportuni-
ties to improve themselves.

He cited the example of a
blind Malaysian scholar who
worked hard Lo oblain a doc+
torate from a universily
the United States.

Dr Mahathir, who was ac-
companied by Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah, was welcomed
on arrival bv a crowd of

.

.
15,000. He was met at the Sul-
tan Mahmud airport by Da-
tuk Haji Wan Mokhtar, Agri-
culture Minister Datuk
Manan Osman, parliamen-
tary sccretary in the Primel
Minister's Department Haji
Awang Jabar, members of
the Stale Government and
State Asscmblyimen.,
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