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KUALA LUMP@., Sat. — Carco

will be returned te Malaysia. The
British Government.has decided to
hand back the controversial home
of its. High Commissioner for a
yicce of land ix the Ampang diplo-
matic enclave.

The grand white mansion built in 1896 for
Sir Frank Swcttcnham, the first Resident-
'General of the Malay States, will now be
turned into a guest house for State visitors,
LDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said to-
day.
. Hc told reporters after chairing a four-hour
meeting of the Umno Supreme Council this
Jmorning that no other compensation will be
paid to the British but the provision of that free
picce of land.

He . did not say when Carcosa will bc handed
back to the Government but said the British
High Commissioner can continue “to stay there
until the time is possible for him to cvacuatc.”

. ~when Umno Youth leader

“iheissue and got the sup-

With the return of the
colonial home majesti-Tunku, Weo 10 10 SHOW N

cally perehed on a sevenggme permanent form ani.
hectare hilltop overlook-—sppreciation Of the long!
ing the Lake Gardens, theand friendly associationys
British High Commis-we have had with the Brj
sioncr will thus join histish people”. M
counterparts f r om othen S
foreign missions to livel T

in the Ampang-Pckelil-i EqUCIIIfY
ing diplomatic enclave.

The call for the relurn  He asserted it was nol a
of Carcosa was first,symbol Of the past.rela-
made in 1982 by scveral'tjonship of “colonid mas-
delegates at the Umnoiers and servants™ bul of:
andUmno Youth general’y new one based on abso-
assemblics. Even then Drijyteequality.

Mahathir had indicated, gowever, as then and
that the Government pow, there were mnny in
woilld request the return {he country who, fell that
of its 1956 gilt to the Bri- (hat special gift was in-
tishwhen he said “the:deed a symbol Of the past
Govcrnment must takeirelationship Of colonial
liced Of the feelings ofi ;masters and colonised:
Y 1n0n, servants. .

v Bul it was only ecarly The then Keeper of the
this year that the call p o0 seul said the gift’
guthered momentum .. “decision of major
political \significance to
the country and the pco-
; ,ple™ pnd criticised that
port of various groups !{emeve was made with-
and organisations. out proper consultations
However, the contro- with- the Conference O f
versy surrounding Car- Rulers.

cosa dates back to the  Hc wondered aso what
very beginning whenin public reaction would be
Scptember 1956. the then:gn this special treatment
Chief Minister Tunku Ab-  of the British when mis-
dul Rahman tabled a mo: ( signs of other foreign Go-
tion in Lhc Federal Legis: vernments would be lo-
lature that the Malavan | ¢ated in the diplomatic

-

Anwar Ibrahim revived

Governmentwould pre-
sent this gosdwill gift to
the British to be used as
the residence and office
of the High “ommis-
sioner 1N ind' pendent
Malaya.

he gift, s.id the

~

cnclave being developed
off the Kenny Hill arca.

The Peninsular Malays
Union also opposed the
gilt as did Critic, a Malay
weekly edited by Umno
founder Datuk Opn Jaa-
far,
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