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T O N I G H T  T H A T  MUSL6MS  B E C A M E
SERI D R  MAHATHIR  MOHAMAD  S A I D

B E C A U S E  TtfEY DI-D-NDT-kjEED  T H E
C A L L  O F  I S L A M  T O  C U L T I V A T E  T H E  READING,HABIT A N D  A C Q U I R E  K N O W L E D G E

- T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  L O V E  F O R  WRXTING  A N D  R E A D I N G  S H O U L D
Dc- N U R T U R E D  B E C A U S E  T H E  L A C K  O F  If COULD C A U S E  T H E  D O W N F A L L  O F  4
C O M M U N I T Y .

A P E R S O N  W H O  V A L U E D  K N O W L E D G E  W O U L D  N E V E R  fIRE.OF L E A R N I N G *  H E
SASDUHEN  O P E N I N G  T H E  N A T I O N A L  Q U R A N - R E A D I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N  A T  T H E  KUBU :-I-
STADIUM HERE m

T H E  P R I M E  MINXSTER  T H A T  I S L A M  -DID N O T  A S K  I T S -  F O L L O W E R S  T O  P E R F O R M  ’
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I‘IELXGIOUS  RITES ‘TO T H E  E X T E N T  T H A T  T H E Y  H A D  L I T T L E  - T I M E  T O  E A R N  A
LlVlNG, -.

I N D E E D ,  M U S L I M S  W E R E ’ E X H O R T E D  t3Y THEIR R E L I G I O N  T O  .WO’RK H A R D ’  A N D
FOR H O N E S T  G A I N S  e ;
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M U S L I M S  W E R E  A L S O  REQUIRED.TO  EQUIP  THEN$ELVES  W I T H  K N O W L E D G E  4ND ‘--’
TO S T R I V E  T O W A R D S  S E L F  IMPROVEMENTr HE  ADDED.

“ T H E  L I F E  A N D  C O M F O R T -  ON,EARTH  S H O U L D  B E  R E G A R D E D  A S  A  BRlDGE T O
AT.TAIN H A P P I N E S S  I N  T H E  H E R E A F T E R 9  P O V E R T Y  B E I N G  I N  FACT  A L M O S T

.AGAINST  ISLAMI”  H E  SAID.
R E F E R R I N G  T O  ‘ T H E  T H E M E ,  O F  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  C O M P E T I T I O N ,  +AC,WIRE

K N O W L E D G E  AN0 S T R I V E  AS. E X H O R T E D  BY T H E  QURANg+  D A T U K  S E R I  D R
M A H A T Y I R  SAID’THAT  A  PE RSON OF LEARNING WAS USEFUL NOT ONLY TO
H I M S E L F  B U T  A L S O  TO THE SOCIEfY’ WHICH R E S P E C T E D  H I M . .._ -_..-

H E  U R G E D  M U S L I M S  T O  C O M P E T E  F O R  KNOWLEDGE*DECAUSE:  THE ABSENCE OF
Ifr HE SAIDI W O U L D  T H R E A T E N  T H E  F U T U R E  OF.4 P E O P L E ,

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID THAT HISTORY HAD SHOWN THAT NOT.ABLE  P E O P L E
.Ih T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  HUM4N  CIVILI,GATIQN L I K E  IDN FAR4SI~~IBN TAIMIYIAH
A N D  IMAM GH4ZALf  W E R E  THOSE-WITH  EXtENS~VP;KNOWLEDGE  W H O  gTR$VED  TO\

P U T  T O  GOOD;  U S E  W H A T  T H E Y  KNEW.,
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THE PRIME  MINISTER  S A I D  THfrli T H E  F A T E  O F  A  P E O P L E  DEPEiDED  O N  l-t+fi

\

PEOPLE  T H E M S E L V E S  BECAUSE  A L L A H  W O U L D  N O T  A L T E R  T H E I R  L O T  U N L E S S  THEY
T H E M S E L V E S  S T R I V E D  T O  D O  S O .

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR S A I D  P U R S U I T  O F  K N O W L E D G E  F O R  K N O W L E D G E ’ S
SAKE  W A S  NOT I N  L I N E  WfTH ISL4M  A S  .THE RELIGION.URGED  I T S  FOLLO’UIERS
T O  A C Q U I R E  K N O W L E D G E  F O R  B R I N G I N G  G O O D  A N D  F O R  SAFEGUARDING,,MUSLIMS.

HE SAID ISLAM PUT AS MUCH STOCK ON THE EFFORT TO A C Q U I R E  K N O W L E D G E
A S  I T  D I D  O N  T H E  S U C C E S S  I N  A C Q U I R I N G  T H E  K N O W L E D G E .
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‘ T H E
EARLIER3  FELAMh  C H I E F  M I N I S T E R  DATUK.ABDUL  RAHPPI THAMBY CHIK SAID

G O L D E N  A G E  OF ISLAM GHOULD  S E R V E  A S  A N ’ I N S P I R A T I O N ‘ F O R  M U S L I M S  T O
PROGRESS m

T O  F O R G E  AHEADo  M U S L I M S  M U S T -  T A K E  S T E P S  F O R  S E L F - I M P R O V E M E N T . .,
D A T U K  A B D U L  RAHPM SAID THE MUSLIMS WOULD’  CONTINUE TO REM4IN

B A C K W A R D  I F  T H E Y  ‘ W E R E  D I S U N I T E D  A N D  .PLACED  PERSONAL’INTERESTS  A B O V E
T H O S E  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  B’WHOLE.,
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