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K U A L A  L U M P U R Y M A Y  ,lB (BERNAMA) - -  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A S  N O ’ P L A N S  T O
- P R I V A T I Z E  PETRONASr P R I M E  M I N I S T E R D A T U K  SERI D R .  MAHATHIR  MOHAMAD

SAXD T O D A Y .
T H E  R A T I O N A L E  O F  T H E  P R I V A T I Z A T I O N  C O N C E P T  W A S  T O  R E L I E V E  T H E

GOVERNMENT,  OF SOME OF ITS F I N A N C I A L ’ B U R D E N ,  H E  T O L D  R E P O R T E R S ,  A F T E R
O P E N I N G  A.BUSINESS L E A D E R S ’  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  N A T I O N A L  E C O N O M I C
DEVELOPMENT9  H E R E .

+FETRONAS  I S  N O T  A  F I N A N C I A L  B U R D E N .  T O  T H E  GOVERNMENTq+  H E  A D D E D .
HOWEVERg .THE P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  COULD.TAKE P A R T  I N  P E T R O L E U M  D O W N S T R E A M

A C T I V I T I E S  S U C H ‘ A S  G A B - B A S E D  O R  G A S - R E L A T E D  INDUSTRIESI  HE S4SD.
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E F U T E D  ALLEGATICNS  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S

PiIVATIZlNG  ONLY. AGENCIES WHICH  WERE LOSING :.O.R-NDT.‘MAKfNG  MONEYI.  I
HE POINTED OUT THAT’PHE  MALAYSIA AIRLINES SYSTEM Q’iA,S~ WAS DOING -

H E L L  A N D  Y E T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  HAD~DECIDED  T O  PRIVATI,ZE-  I T . - - M O R E

MAWATHIR PETRONAS  2  KUALA LUMPUf?
-~ . .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  MAHdTHIR  S A I D  A L L  G O V E R N M E N T  B O D I E S  PRIVATIZING
T H E I R  ACTTVLTIES  W.OUlD B E  R E Q U I R E D  T O  F O L L O W  G U I D E L I N E S  T O  B E  M A D E
P U B L I C  S O O N . _-

EARLIER9  IN 4 DIALbGUE  S E S S I O N  W I T H  P4RTICXPANTS  O F  T H E  T W O - D A Y
CQNFERENCEf  T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER  R E J E C T R E D  A  S U G G E S T I O N  F O R  FORMPTION
O F  A  H I G H - L E V E L  C O M M I T T E E  W I T H  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  PRIVBTE  S E C T O R
R E P H E S E N T A T P O N  T O  SUPER”I:fSE  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  PRIVATPZhTISN
P O L I C Y  A N D  T H E  FlAiAYSXA XNCORPORATED~  C O N C E P T .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T 9  H E  ZiCaTD9 W A S  464INST  T H E  I D E A  O F  S E T T I N G - U P  4  B O D Y
0R C O M M I T T E E  ‘ F O R  EVE%*! NEN P O L I C Y ’  I T  A D O P T E D .

T H E  VARIOU!?  EXISTXNC  M A C H I N E R Y  W A S  S U F F I C I E N T  T O  C O P E  W I T H  ‘ T H E
~!1IPl_EMENTATION  O F .  N E W  P O L I C I E S .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  4LSO I N  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F
DdSSOLVYNG  M A N Y  D E F U N C T  C O M M I T T E E S  A N D  A G E N C I E S .

H O W E V E R  I HE D I D  N O T  N4ME  T H E M :
S O M E  O F  T H E  ACENCIESr  H E  SAIDI M I G H T  A L S O  B E  ANALGAMBTED  I N T O
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