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‘ O N  T H E  M U S L I M  C O M M U N I T Y  T O  ELIMXNATE
A M O N G  T H E M S E L V E S  A N D  D I S C A R D  ARCHAliC

T H E  PRiME M I N I S T E R  T O D A Y  C A L L E D
W A S T A G E  O F  F U N D S  I N  W A R R I N G
A T T I T U D E S  T O W A R D S  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F

K N O W L E D G E  A N D  I N S T E A D  R A L L Y  T O  R E V I V E  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  iSLAMIC
CIVILIZATlON.

( D A T U K  SE.R_I  _.D&~.._.M&iiATHIR  MOHAMAD.bSAlD  A L L  TSLAPilC  W E A L T H  S H O U L D  B E
CHANNEL-L-EDm~  T O  REVPTALf Z-~-~~-“jHE--KNO~~LEDGE  1 CAPABLLl’TIES  A N D
D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  UM,MAH.

M U S L I M S  H A D  T H E  RESPONSIBkLITY  O F  TAK:LNG  T H E  FIRST S T E P  T O W A R D S
PUILDTNG  A S T R O N G  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  G E N E R A T I O N  I N  T H E  P U R S U I T
O F  THIS OBJECTlVE.

H E  S A I D  T H E  R E N A S C E N C E  O F  A N E W  A N D  B R I L L I A N T  lSLAMIC C I V I L I Z A T I O N
i&AS N O T  A N  IMPOSSPBILITY DECAUSE T H E  ISLAMlC W O R L D  T O D A Y  H A D
I N T E L L E C T U A L S  COMPRABLE  WITH  ?Ho SE OF ITS PREVIOUS ERA OF SPLENDOUR.

H E  W A S  OPENING  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E X H I B I T I O N  O N  I S L A M I C
CiVlLIZATION  A T  T H E  N A T I O N A L  M U S E U M  H E R E . _ --

T H E  E X H I B I T I O N  T.S O R G A N I Z E D  J O I N T L Y  B*Y T H E  6ER:TA  H A R I ’ A N  D A I L Y  A N D
T H E  M U S E U M  W I T H  T H E  C O O P E R A T I O N  \qF MUSEUVS OF OTHER ISLAM.TC COUNTRIES
rNCLUDPNG  T H E  TOPKAPI  SARAY. M U S E U M  I N  IMSTANBUl_~  T U R K E Y .  - -  M O R E

M,~HATH~R-EXHIBXTIDN-~~KUALA-~U~~P~~~--I--~

DATUK  SERI D R - .  MAHATHXR  S A I D  ‘THE D E C L I N E  OF ISLAMIC  C I V I L I Z A T I O N
C O U L D  B E  ATTR,SBUTED  T O  T W O  F A C T O R S .

T H E  F I R S T  W A S  T H A T  I S L A M I C  L E A D E R S  ADQPI’LNG  A  F E U D A L  SYSTEN O F
G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  B E C O M E  S O  SEDUCEC BY MA-l-ERlAL COMF’SR’F  A N D  W E A L T H  T H A T
T H E Y  H A D  A B A N D O N E D  T H E  T E A C H I N G S  O F  I S L A M ,  *

THE S E C O N D  F A C T O R  3 A C C O R D I N G  T O  HIM3 b:icS THE WISE O F  A N  I S L A M I C
CLERGY WITH A NARROW INTERPRETATION OF ISLAM., THIS GROUP REJECTED AS
S E C U L A R  A L L  K N O W L E D G E  T H A T  H A D  N O  S P E C I F I C  R E L E V A N C E  T O  RELHGXOUS
F A I T H .

+THESE  F A C T O R S  A R E  S T I L L  EXISTENT PN QQR A G E , T H E R E  A R E  L E A D E R S  DF
I S L A M I C  C O U N T R I E S  W H O S E  O B S E S S I O N  NkTH  MATERPALL H A D  C A U S E D  T H E M  T O
F O R G E T  T H E  T E A C H I N G S  O F  T H E  AL-WURAN, >,

+THERE  A R E  A L S O  GRCIUPS  COULD  P R E V E N T  ISLAMPC CfVILIZATION F R O M
R E - C A P T U R I N G  I T S  P A S T  GLORYlr  HE SAID. - - 5 (j i.7 E *i 4 3 4 / P A

HAHATHIR-EXHleiTLON-3-KUklk  LUMPUR
>
!\ .DATUH SERI D R . MAHATHIR S T R E S S E D  T H A T  XSI_AM”ISC  H A D  N E V E R  C L O S E D  I T S

DOOR  T O  K N O W L E D G E .  ISLAM HAD) ONTHE O T H E R  HAND, PROVPDED  T H E  A V E N U E
C O N D U C I V E  T O  I T S  F O L L O W E R S  A C Q U I R I N G  LEARNLNG  A N D  USBNG T H E  K N O W L E D G E
G A I N E D  T O  B U I L D  A  ClVILPZkT%QN  O F  S U P R E M E  A T T A I N M E N T .

HE SAID THAT THE ARABS9 W H O S E  K N O W L E D G E  bJAS LIlllTED T O  T H E  U S E  O F
B E A S T S  O F  B U R D E N  C O U L D  A F T E R  T H E  C O M I N G  O F  ZSLAM  CROS.S.SEAS A N D
O C E A N S  WITH T H E  H E L P  O F  C E L E S T I A L  NAUPGATIONAL  T E C H N I Q U E S .

T H E Y  DESXGNED A N D  U S E D  T H E  COMPASSI M A S T E R E D  T H E  F I E L D S  O F
A S T R O N O M Y , ARCHITECTUREY  MEDXCYNE  M I N E R A L  EWPLOIf~.f~ON~  A N D  ALCHEMYv
A N D  I N V E N T E D  N E W  K N O W L E D G E  S U C H  A S  A L G E B R A .

T H E  A C C U M U L A T E D  1PSISDOM O F  T H E  H E L L E N I C  W O R L D  A N D  O T H E R
CIVPLIZATPONS  W A S  STUDIED, R E S E A R C H E D  A N D  B R O A D E N E D  U N T I L  E U R O P E A N S
H A D  T O  G O  T O  T H E  lSLAMlC EMPIRE 18 SEEK’KNOWLEDGE.

HOWEVER9  A F T E R  F L O U R I S H I N G  F O R  8130 YEARS9 T H E  ‘lSLAMIC ‘EMPYRE W E N T
I N T O  D E C L I N E  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E  T W O  FACTORSr  H E  A D D E D .

T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER  S T R E S S E D  T H A T  T H E  M U S L I M  W O R L D  S H O U L D  PROVIDE
F O R  ITS I N T E L L E C T U A L S  T H E  C L I M A T E  A N D  I N C E N T I V E  F O R  C A R R Y I N G  O U T
R E S E A R C H , --MOAF 4L17/PA
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HE SAID MANY MUSLIM’SCHOLARS  HAD TO GO TO EROPE AND THE.UNITED
STATES WHERE FACSLITIES  FOR RESEARCH WERE READILY AVAlLABLEi

:HE REGRETTED THAT THEY HAD TO.MICRATE,TO  OTHER COUNTRIES TO SEEK
KNOWLEDGE BECAUSE THEIR OWN COUNTRIES DID NOT APPR.ECfATE  THEIR WORK \
AND PROVIDED ENCOURAGEMENT AND OP~ORTUHITY  FOR THEM TO CONDUCT.

.,

RESEARCH. \
+ T H E  R E S U L T S  O F  T H E I R  LABOtiRS  W I L L  S U R E L Y  F A L L  T O  T H E I R  HOiiT

C O U N T R I E S  A N D  T H I S  C O U L D  B E  A,DIG  LOSS -To, THE ISLAMI’C WORLD*+  H E
ADDED.

T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER.OBSEdVE6  THERE WAS’ALSO  A CAMPAIGN AGAJNST  W H A T
WAS:  P E R C E I V E D  A S  S E C U L A R ’  KNQWLEDGEr  ,DESPIlE  THE FACT THAT SOME  A R E A S -.,‘l
OF THIS KNOWLEDGE WERE PIONEERED BY MUSLIMS THEMSELVES.

H E  A L S O  F O U N D  T H A T  ISLAM’IC U N I V E R S I T I E S ’ W E R E  CONFINJNG  THEIR AREAS.‘ -  , \
O F  S T U D Y  T O  I S L A M I C  E D U C A T I O N  AND,EITHER IGNORED -OTHER.DISCJPLINES  OR
G A V E  T H E M  O N L Y  S C A N T  ATTENTXON,  U N L I K E  T H E  P R O F O U N D  S T U D I E S  I N
N O N - I S L A M I C  F I E L D S  C A R R I E D  O U T  BY.ISLAMIC  E X P E R T S  D U R I N G  T H E  G O L D E N ’
A G E - O F  I S L A M .

D A T U K  SERI DR.  MAHATHIR SAID THE NARROW  I D E O L O G Y  P R O P O U N D E D  B\! , ’
SOME OF THE ISLAMIC CLERGY HAD LED TO A DECREASE IN THE NUMBER .;

I N T E L L E C T U A L S  I N  S C I E N C E ,  T E C H N O L O G Y  A N D  M A T H E M A T I C S ,  - -  M O R E  lLSO/PA -r *
NNNN .’ ,i
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THlS I N C R E A S I N G L Y  DOGMATI~C  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  I S L A M  H A D  A L S O
R E S U L T E D  I N  ISiAM BE1N.G C O N F I N E D  T O  RE’SOLVING  O N L Y  Q U E S T I O N S  QF,SEX
AND:WORSHIPv  H E  AD-BED.

,’I
O N  T H E  EXHIBITIONI  HE’SAID  IT C,OULD’BE  C O N S I D E R E D  A  SUCCiSS I F  I T

M A N A G E D  T O  M O T I V A T E  T H E  M U S L I M  COMMUNITY~PARTfCUtARLY  IN THIS
COUNTRYI  I N T O  T A K I N G  T H E  FRELIMINARY  S T E P S ,  T O W A R D S  A  R E V I V A L  O F
I S L A M I C  C I V I L I Z A T I O N .

T H E  E X H I B I T I O N  G A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  A L L  T O  W I T N E S S  A N D :
1 .,I .I
,. ::

U N D E R S T A N D  W H A T  IEILAMIC CIVILIZATION WAS ,ALL ABOUT.  IT WAS A  S O U R C E
O F  P R I D E  F O R  MUSLIMSr  W H O  S H O U L D  NOTr HOWEVERI  B E  L U L L E D  B Y  P A S T
G L O R Y  A N D  F O R G E T  T H E I R  T A S K S  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S . ’

ALSO PRESENT WERE CULTURE,  YOUTH AND SPORTS MXNISTER  ANWh!
IBRAHItlv D E P U T Y  M I N I S T E R S  A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  O F  I S L A M I C  DIPLOMAiIC
M I S S I O N S  H E R E .

,DATUK  SERI OR.  RAHATHIR  L A T E R  T O U R E D  T H E  EXHIBITJON  A T  T H E  M U S E U M  ,’
AND, T H E ’ N A T X O N A L  A R T  G A L L E R Y  WHER.E  ISLAMIC PAINTI,NGS  ARE BEING
D I S P L A Y E D .

‘.A N  E X H I B I T I O N  O N  L O C A L  I S L A M I C  P E R S O N A L I T I E S  I S  H E L D  A T  T H E
N A T I O N A L  ARCHIEVES.--BERNAMA 1756/PA .
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