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S E R I
K U A L A  LUMPUR,  M A Y  2 2  &BERNAM,A)  - -  T H E  PRIME ~MZNIST‘ER( DaTUK_,;

D R .  M A H A T H I R  Mo&?,M.A.D~  Y E S T E R D A Y  G R A N T E D  A’SPECIAL,  INTTRVIEW- - -
f‘O;BER-NAMA  ON THE ,EVE O F  ‘ T H E  U M N O  ‘ G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  THIS W E E K . I *

F O L L O W I N G  I? f’HE TRANScRIpT  O F  T H E  ,INTERVIEW’:-  ! ’ ‘1 .
, I

QP Too M AN Y  UMNO P E RS ON AL I TIE S  A R E  CO NT E S T I N G  F O R  T H E  V A R I O U S  P A R T Y
POSTS THIS TIME... 1 7 8  P E O P L E  F O R  53 P O S T S  T O  B E  EXACf. WHY’ DO
Y O U  T H I N K  T H I S  IS SO?:
P M: WELL,  A TT IT UD E S  H A VE  CHANGED.AND  T OD A Y  TEMPLE  SE E  A  L O T  O F
P R E S T I G E  A N D  E V E N  P O W E R ,  T O  B E  G A I N E D  8Y.WINNING  A SEAT IN THE
UMNO P O L I C Y  M A K I N G  B O D Y .
THAT COME WITH IT.

I T ‘ S  N O T  J U S T  T H E  P O L I C Y .  I T  I S  T H E  pERKS
‘--

TO SERVE AND HELP iN
BEOPLE  S E E  I N  T H E  P O S T  N O T  O N L Y  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y

THE MAKING OF. POLICIES THAT, WOWLD BENEFICIAL
TO MALAYS IN PARTICULAR AND TO THE COUNTRY IN GENERAL BUT THEY ALSO
S E E  A  L O T  O F  P R E S T I G E  AND,OPPORTUNITy  COMI,NG  W I T H  T H E  P O S T . _-

T H E R E F O R E ,  W E  N O W  H A V E  A  M I X T U R E  OF” P E O P L E  - -  S O M E  W H O .  W I S H  T O ” ’ i’
SERVE AND SOME TO’  GET THE OPPORTUNITY; 8, l -“‘, : 8’ ;-‘.
0: <THERE  ,ARE P O L I T I C A L  HAS-BEEN!& .PEOPLE  WHO D O  N O T  C O M M A N D  THE. ’ ’ ’
S U P P O R T  O F  .THE B,RANcHES  AND ‘SOME. WHO ARE VIRTUA’LLY  U N K N O W N ;  J O I N I N G + ’
T H E  F R A Y .
CONTESTING?

D O  Y O U  S H A R E - T H E ,  V I E W  ‘THAT’SOME  A R E  U N N E C E S S A R I L Y  _ ’ ;
. ‘. j
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P M :  O N E  C O U L D  S A Y  QUIT< OzjVIoUSLY T H E R E  A R E  S O M E  PEOPLEI  -WHd’
O B V I O U S L Y  W I L L  N O T  WI ‘J H A V E  D E C I D E D  TO,CONTEST  ‘ F O R  R E A S O N S

+ K N O W N  O N L Y  T o  THEMSE.‘..iIES. T H A T  f THINK 1s Q U I T E  U N N E C E S S A R Y .
‘ B U T  O F  C O U R S E  DIFFL?ZNT P E O P L E  HAVE DIFFE~ENT~.VIEWS  AS TO WHAT
XS N E C E S S A R Y . , ._/

I ,’ I k

0: ,THIS EAGERMESS  T o  C O N T E S T  I s  I N D E E D  A  D E P A R T U R E  FROP1’THE  ‘ O L D ’
D A Y S . .AS YOU MENTIONED.  I N  ON E  O F  YOUR SPEECHES~  D UR I N G  IHE” ’
E A R L Y  DAYS9  UMNO MEMBERS HAD TO BE COAXED TO CONTEST. B U T  TODA-Y  9
S O M E  A R E  O F F E R I N G  T H E M S E L V E S  A s  C A N D I D A T E S .  C A N  YOU~EX~LAIN T H I S
C H A N G E  I N  A T T I T U D E ? f

PM: BEFORE1  S O C I E T Y  W A S  V E R Y  S H Y . THAT T H E Y  H A V E  OVERCOME T H I S ’
S H Y N E S S  IS A VERY  G O O D  T H I N G .  BU? A, T O T A L  LA’CK  OF SHYNESS1  L I K E
A L L  T H I N G S  W H I C H  A R E  E X T R E M E  I s  B A D . Y O U  S E E  THIS  H A P P E N I N G  A L S O ’
1N T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  W H E R E - P E O P L E  tiOW’D,O  NOT HIND D R E S S I N G  IN A VERY :.a

O D D  FASHXBN  IPI PuBLlC  B E C A U S E  T H I S  1s T H E  V A L U E  T H A T  I S  A C C E P T E D ’ ,
.NOW. IN THE PAST TO BE DXFFERENT  FROPI O T H E R S  W A S - N O T  W E L C O M E

BUT N O W  S T  I S  W E L C O M E .
.  .  I N  P O L I T I C S .

THEREFORE, ‘YOU SEE THE SAME .PHENOMENA, - -
P E O P L E  P U S H I N G  THEMSELVEd  FORWBRD.

Qr\ YOU  HAD REPEATEDLY SAID .TtdT T H E  S E C O N D  E C H E L O N  L E A D E R S  S H O U L D
BE GIVEN’.THE OPPORTUNlTY  T O  P R O V E  T H E M S E L V E S  F I R S T  B E F O R E  T R Y I N G
TO MOVE UP. B U T  -TRY&i.  N. A R E  N O T  ,SOME OF T H E M ’ ‘.
BEING TOO AM!3ItlOUs T O  M O V E  U p  T H E  POLITLCAL  LADDER,  IN FAC.j::T,O  ;’ ’ 3’ ’
F A S T  TOO’  SOOM? ,. ‘;
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‘ PM : WELLI W H E N  O N E  GSVES  A N  A D V I C E  T O  ‘ M A K E  pRE.PARATIONSI  T H E R E
M A Y  BE S O M E  W H O  F E E L  T H A T  T H E  ADVn’CE  IS F6R  ‘ T H E M ,  AND.THEREFORE

‘:- ’ ,
:

THEY  WANT T O  M AK E  THE NE CE S S A R Y, P R E P A R A T I ON . T H E  ,FACt’l,:THAT  Y O U :‘A’  !
M A Y  N O T  B E  DIRECTZetti  T H E  A D V I C E  T O  ,THEM ‘ O F  C O U R S E  I s  I R R E L E V A N T . i

I!, THEIR OPfNlON  T’HEY S H O U L D ’  P R E P A R E  T H E M S E L V E S .
/,,,

Ql 1  U N D E R S T A N D  T H A T  Y O U R  S T A T E M E N T ,  O N  T H I S  &NO? GO, D O W N  T O ’ ’ i;
W E L L  W I T H  T H E  UPINO O L D  G U A R D S . T H E Y  F E E L  T H E Y  A R E ’  B E I N G  GINORED  ,., ,“,“’ 1
A N D  fN FACT-7  T H E  Y O U N G ,  I N  T H E I R  Q U E S T  T O  G O  .UPs,,ARE  S T E P P I N G  O N  “‘,
T H E  V E T E R A N S ’  T O E S ?

.\

PMZ T H A T  IS,NOT Q U I T E  C O R R E C T . I THINK SOHE O L D  ‘ G U A R D S  F E E L

., ‘..,;I  ;, ‘,
: 1”’

T H A T  T H E R E ’  X5 MUCH VLRTUE  SN P R E P A R I N G  P E O P L E  AND,.OF C O U R S E
T H E R E  A R E  S O M E  W H O  DIFFER:-  I M Y S E L F  S H O U L D  B E  C O N S S D E R E D  A M O N G

I

THEsOLD  G U A R D S  B E C A U S E  CF M Y  A G E  A N D  D U R A T I O N  O F  S E R V I C E  W I T H -’
T H E  P A R T Y  BUT I F E E L  T H A T  W H E T H E R  Y O U  A R E  N E W  O R ’ O L D  THE,QUESTION  ,,
IS  WHETHER THE PARTY STILL W E L C O M E S  Y O U . IF :THE P A R T Y  D O E S  N O T
W E L C O M E  YOUr’ THEY SHOW SOME SIGNS; A N D  ‘1 THlNK XT I S  N O T  G O O D
TO IGNORE THOSE SIGNS. O B V I O U S L Y  IF THEY DON’T VOTE YOU IN, I’.

,THEY THINK THAT YOU ARE NO LONGER SUITABLE. I ACCEPT THIS. /I H A V E
SAID SO JIANY TIMES TH,A,T  IF I FEEL OR 1 RECOCNISE FSGNS THAT P
A M  N O  L O N G E R  W A N T E D ,  I  W I L L  N O T  HESXTATE’.TO  L E A V E  T H E  F I E L D . .’

,I
Qr DATUKv  Y O U  H A D  A L S O  M A D E  S T  CLEdiiiAT  Y O U ’  W’AMT T H E  UMNO , ’
TRADITION TO BE UPHELD. ‘ ,  'IN ‘SHORT9  YOU WANT’,kLL,  ASPIRANTS TO
B I D E  T H E I R  T I M E .
T O  Y O U R  A D V I C E .

B U T  TT’APPEARS  T H A T  S O M E  A R E  t$iT L I S T E N I N G
‘\

- -  M O R E  UBOb/AZ ).
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PM: T H E R E  I S  T O  A  CERYA1N~EXYENT  50ME  -rRUTW  IN THAT. .. EJUY  YHE :. ’
oYi.4~~  AR GU M EN TS  PU T  FORTH  W E R E  TdOT A C C E P T A B L E  O R  WA?btE.R,YHEy  5EL’IE
W H A T  W A S  SAID IN T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E .

GI: D O  Y O U  T H I N K  DATUK  HARUN  HAS.  V A L I D  R E A S O N S ,  FOR CONTESTING9
B A S E D  ON T H E  S T A T E D  R E A S O N S . I T  H A S  T’O  B E  ADBPTTED  T H A T  A  CONTEST  9

,-

W H O E V E R  T H E  C O N T E S T A N T S 9  B E  ,PY ‘TENGMU RkZALEI.GiW OR DATUK  BuSA I S ,

B O U N D  T O  SPPLIT  T H E  P A R T Y .

PM: YES 9 1. T H I N K  T H E R E  IS S O M E  VALXDITY  IN WHAT,  HE SAYS. BUT.OF
C O U R S E  IF THAT xs T H E  SoLA;: R E A S O N .  O T H E R  ‘ T H A N  T H A T  ONE CANNCT
FORGET  T H A T  HE I S  A L S O  C,QN’“;ESTING  QEP,Af,jSE E’1E  j.6 N O T  SATIFXED  bdIYH
T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  A S  A T  P R E S E N T , SO wAT IS N O T  T HE  (4$y THING  Y H A T
W A S  MADE HIri pE:cIDE TO CONTEST.
Q: I HAVE  5EEN  COVERING  .YrOUR S P E E C H E S  OPENZfdG  UMNO QEt.&GATES
IYEETINGS  WHERE YOU R E P E A T E D L Y  SAID THAT  YHE STATUS  QUO  S HO U L D  .BE
MAlNTAINED  UNLESS  ‘IHOSE,  CQNTESTZNG  coua..D  PROVIDE  A BETTER
A L T E R N A T I V E  A N D  A  M O R E  EFFECTIVE  &E,ADERSH~P. T H I S  PFkIED
YHAT Y O U  W A N T  T H E  P R E S E N T :  UMNO’ LEADERS  Trj ‘5~ REELECTED. _- I
PM:  l-El-L9  fy 1s U P  YO YHE-~.PEOPtE  TO  INTERPRET’  WHAT I  SA Y. I F
I  &JANT YO 5E .VERy  SFEC%F-ICY”  THEN f UOULQ,  HAVE  BEEN SPECIIFIC.
1 P R E F E R  YO S A Y  ,TH3;NGS  a&N il_eAr  WA)‘,

BUT
,fT XS NEANY-  - F O R  T H E  PEg,PLE  T O ‘.

M A K E  T:?EIR~.QWN,~,.,INTER?R,EYAYIONS.--  MORE ~a$&/;&.?  :_ ,;f#;’.

. , i

.

M A H A T H I R - I N T E R V I E W  ,7 K U & L A  L U M P U R  -’ r

Q :  YOUR’CRITICS  F E E L  T H A T  B Y  MAKING  S U C H  S;AYEMENTS  Y O U  A R E  YAKXNG
S I D E S  W H I C H  Y O U  S H O U L D  N O T  A S  UMNO~PRESIDENY.  T H E Y  F E E L  T H A T  Y O U _ :
H A V E  D E C L A R E D  Y H E  V I C T O R  B E F O R E  T H E  5AYTLE  I S  F O U G H T .
PM: N O 9  I  H A V E  A L W A Y S  TrADE I T  C L E A R . H A 5  T H E  VICYOR  IN 1981
UMNO  E L E C T I O N S  BEEN  DIFFERENT9  9 WOULD HAVE -SAID THE SAME THING.

Q :  T H E Y  A L S O  F E E L  YHA<: yOU.SHOULD  A L L O W  E V E R Y O N E  T O  FiGHi‘  IY_C?WY
A S  T o  QUOYE  A  RECENT .2 E E C H  B y  A N  Ut”iNO L E A D E R 9  Ut4NO  DOES- N O T
E X C L U S I V E L Y  B E L O N G  7,: A N Y O N E .

I f  I S  O B V I O U S  :HAY Ut’tNO B E L O N G S  T O  EVERYBODy  B U Y  N E I Y H E R  H A S
$&NE  THE RIGHY fc, D E S T R O Y  UMNO. B E C A U S E  O F  P E R S O N A L  A M B I T I O N S .

Q: W H Y  I S  T H E R E  A  N E E D  T O  U P H O L D  T H E  YRADI.YIONS  OF Ut4NO  W H E N  TINES
A R E  ~-CHANGING, D O E S  THIS M E A N  THAT YW F E A R  F O R  T H E .  F U T U R E  ,OF
U M N O  E S P E C I A L L Y  WITH THE P R E S E N Y  S T R U G G L E  F O R  P O W E R  LlHEN YOU
STEP DOWN?

P M :  5ECAUSE  T H E  .TRADIYIBNAL  W A Y  O F  D O I N G  YHPMGEi H A D  tkSULY& I N
THE STRENGTH YHAY UMNG HAS YODAY. O N E  D O E S  N O  D I S C A R D  T R A D I T I O N
M E R E L Y  5ECAUSE  IT I S  A N  O L D  Y R A D I Y I O N , AN OLD TRADEYION  T H A Y  ‘ H A S
S E R V E D  W E L L  S H O U L D  5 E  M A I N T A I N E D .
- -  M O R E  Cl1318/AZ
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Qz T H E  O L D  G U A R D S  I N C L U D I N G  D A T U K  HARUN  H A D  I M P L I E D  T H A T  Y O U
.D@N’T  R E F E R  TO THE UMNO  SUPREtiE  C O U N C I L  B E F O R E  A N N O U N C I N G  P O L I C I E S .
I S  T H I S  T R U E ?

PM: OF CGURSE IT IS NOT TRUE. IF I HA0 NOT 'REFERRED TQ.TIiE  UHNO
SUPREME COUNCIL 9 IT IS BEC/4USE  THAT.:;HAs  ~BEEN,:~HE’  MAY ALL. THE. TIME
W I T H  A L L  T H E  P R E V I O U S  P R E S I D E N T S  O F -  UMNO.  -‘*‘-’ *‘.- :“.‘?‘.‘.’

Q : D A T U K  HARUN H A D  A L S O  S A I D  THAT' E V E N  I F  H E  WiNs THE
D E P U T Y  PRESI.DENT’S  POST9 HE DOES NOT WANT To BECOME DEPUTY,PRIME
MINISTER. ARE .YoU IN FAVOUFi  OF THIS IDEA OF SEPAR.AJION, OF POWER

,BETwEN  THE PARTY h:iD T H E  C O V E R N M E N T .
-PM : T H A T  fS Tt.iE KXND 3F T H I N G  T H A T  CAN,  B E  EASILY  SASD B U T  N O T

S O  EASILY  C A R R I E D  O U T . YOU HAVE SEEN HOW AT LEAST ONE GOVERNMENT
IN SOUTH  E A ST  A S IA  TR:ED  A  SEPARATION  B E TW E E N  TH E  PRESIDENT  AN D  T HE .
CONGRESS FOR EXAMPkE, A N D  B E C A U S E  I T  FAILcDt  T H E  W H O L E  S Y S T E M  H A D
To B E  C H A N G E D  T o  $424 A U T H O R I T A R I A N  TYPE  O F  R U L E  I N  O R D E R  T o  H A V E
A N  E F F E C T I V E  GO.\.  ZRNMENT  y PT IS I?lPokTANl’  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T -  B E
E F F E C T I V E .  T o  8E E F F E C T I V E  Y O U  C A N N O T  S E P A R A T E  T H E  M A J O R  P A R T Y
FRON  T H E  P O W E R  O F  T H E  GOVERNMENT.--MORE--OB3T/JAS
Z C Z C  NO17
M A H A T H I R  - IfjTERVXEw  9  K U A L A  LUMPUR _ -_

Q8, S o  Yq_U -STgL,L  F E L L  T H A T  T H E  UMNO, D E P U T Y  P R E S I D E N T  SHOULD-  B E
T H E  D E P U T Y  PRXME  M I N I S T E R ?

PM: WELLv  I EELIEVE  I T  I S  T H E  P R O P E R  T H I N G  T o  D O .  I T  H A S  W O R K E D
V E R Y  W E L L . I T  H A S  N O T  P O S E D  A  PROBLEtl  T O  A N Y  O F  T H E  P R E V I O U S
GOVERNMEMTSr  IT H A S  N O T  B E E N  A  P R O B L E M  T O  T H I S  G O V E R N M E N T ;
SO I I SEE NV R E A S O N  W H Y  I T  S H O U L D  C H A N G E .

Q: IN ,vIEW O F  T H E  T O O  F E W  P O S T S  AVAILABLE5  E S P E C I A L L Y  I N  T H E
UMNO S U P R E M E  COVNCIL  T H E R E  H A V E  B E E N  S U G G E S T I O N S  T H A T  T H E  PARTY
CONSTITUTION BE AMENDED TO ACCOMMODATE MORE LEADERS:Do  YOU FORESEE
THIS CHANGE’?

PM: I  H AV E  NO  V ER Y  S T R ON G  V I EW S - I WEAVE  I T  T o  UM N O  T o  D EC ID E .
B U T  O F  C6URSE  I F  W E  H A V E  M O R E  POSTSr  1T D O E S  N O T  MjZAN
T H A T  E V E R Y B O D Y  W I L L  B E  S A T I S F I E D .  A S  I U S E D ’ T O  S A Y  B E F O R E  I F  W E  -HAVE
O N E  L O R R Y  L I C N E C E  T O  G I V E  OUT,  THERE,  WILL BE T E N  A P P L I C A N T S .
Olj T H E  O T H E R  H A N D  I F  W E  G I V E  TEN’LORRY  L3CENCESy  IT DOESN’-T
MEAN THAT ALL THE APPLICANTS NOW:.wILL’-  GET THE.LXCENCE.  THERE WILL' BE
A  HU ND R E D  A P P LI C A N TS .  so  A L W A Y S  ~HFRE  W I L L  B E  9 0  P ER C E N T ,  W H O  wxLL
N O T  B E  S A T I S F I E D .

A N O T H E R  L E A D E R  C A M E  U P  bkTH THE IDEA TWAT..UMNO,  S H O U L D  I M P O S E
CERkN  CONDITIONS~  F O R  E X A M P L E  O N E  M U S T  H A V E  .A’ C~,R;~.&I’N.‘.N~HBER O F
YEARS IN LeADING UMNO BRANCHES PROVEN THE1.R LEAD@j$H.Z~-:O~,~  COMMAND
THE CONFIDNECE OF UMNO BEFORE THEY CONSIDER.  VYPN;G;:F5!X?~‘TPP .PARTY
P O S T S . --,MORE--0037/  J AS

__ _I i’ ,-
?

.
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PM: T H E R E  IS ‘-QME MERXT  IN T H A T ,  WE  NANT TO S E E  P E O P L E
WHO A R E  C O M M I T T E D  TO.UMNO.  A N D  A R E  SCREENEO  B E F O R E  W E  CHOOSE T H E M  A S
LEADERS.  O T H E R W I S E  W E  M A Y  F I N D ’ T H A T ’ T H E  L E A D E R  WILL CHANGE.THE  c
PARTY  C O M P L E T E L Y  A N D  THIS  HAS H A P P E N E D  WITH-  O T H E R  P A R T I E S  AN0, 1-T’
CAN H A P P E N  T O  U M N O  A L S O .

Q: N E W  TRENDS  ARE E M E R G I N G  I N  U M N O  P O L I T I C S  T H E S E  -0AYS.
BESIDES U S I N G  M O N E Y  T O  S E C U R E  POSlTlCONSr  MANY SHAVE  ORGANISED i.
G A T H E R I N G S  WEHRE  THEY HAVE MADE PLEDSGES  T H A T  D E L E G A T E S  F R O M  T H I S
S T A T E  HILL V O T E  F O R  S U C H - A N D - S U C H  CANDI0ATE.  fSN’T.THxS
T A N T A M O U N T  T O  BLOCK  V O T I N G ?

PM: NELL, IT C O M E S  T O  T H A T .  B U T  O F  C O U R S E  T H E  V O T E  P L E D G E S
REALLY  M E A N S  N O T H I N G  f3ECAUSE  T H E Y  W I L L  B E  BOTING  INDIVPQUALLY.
P E O P L E  WILL M A K E  OpEN.pLEDGES  B U T  I N  T H E I R  H E A R T S  T H E Y  M A Y  N O T
BE C O M M I T T E D .  S O  IT R E A L L Y  M E A N S  NOTHING,

Q: BUT WITH P E O P L E  GOfNG  R O U N D  F R O M  S T A T E  T O  S T A T E  T O  M E E T
DELEGATES9  SURELY  17 WILL A F F E C T  T H E  V O T I N G  P A T T E R N .

PM: T H E R E  A R E  S O M E  C A N D I D A T E S  W H O  B Y  T H E N A T U R E  O F  T H E I R  W O R K
A R E  N O T  E X P O S E 0  T O  T H E  W H O L E  N A T I O N .  T H E Y  ARE’CONFINE0  TO THEIR.  OUN
S T A T E .  S U C H  P E O P L E  A R E  U S U A L L Y  H A N D I C A P P E D .  FOR SUCH P E O P L E  IT IS
N E C E S S A R Y  P E R H A P S  T O  SNTRODUCE  THEMlr SELVES  T O  T H E  W H O L E  C O U N T R Y . ’
ALSO*  T H E  S O R T  O F  G A T H E R I N G  W H E R E  A L L  CANDIDATES9  A L L  O F  D I F F E R E N T  .,
G R O U P S  O R  THINKING  A R E -  I N T R O D U C E D  J U S T  A S  CANDPOATESf  I THINK
T H A T  IS A  GOOD THING.--MORE--O&~~/JAS
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TRYIt& -j-O C,:OMFINE  YOUR S T A T E ’  T O  Y O U R S E L F  OtiLY A N D  NOBODY  ELSE
S H O U L D  COME,  A N 0  : -Ii“fi;G ARM-TWISTING  TACTXCSs  J: THINK T H A T  IS EA0. ’

Qr YOU MEAr.:  ‘ T H E R E  A R E  I N S T A N C E S  O F  A R M - T W P S T P N G  TACTl@S  BEING-.
EMPLOYED?

PM: N E L L ,  F O R  EXAMPLE  IF YU H A V E  A  S T A T E  MHICH D A R E S  NOT’VOICE
SUppORT  F O R  A N Y B O D Y  E L S E  E X C E P T  P A R T I C U L A R  PERSONS3  T H E N  O F .
C O U R S E ,  IT’S A 0A0 T H I N G .  P E O P L E  S H O U L D  BE F R E E  T O  VOICE T H E I R
F E E L I N G S .

f$;N OfH;;D:%%!k!%NG  CARDS9 BOOKC
LECTIONS  C A M P A I G N  E!EA’iS  T H E  R E S T  UlTH DlSTRY

,_,y BOOKLETS  A N D  P A M P H L E T S
BESIDES P U B L I C I T Y  I N  T H E  P R E S S .

PM: I THINK IT SS U N C A L L E D  F O R .  I T  PS A  TREND  THAT  IS 0A0*
IT IS A KIN0  O F  T R E N D  T H A T  WILL L E A 0  T O  MISUSE.  O F  pO!%Rr MISUSE
O F  MONEY  A N 0  L A T E R  ONr W H A T  Y O U  S E E  HO0A.Y IS PROBABLY  R E L A T I V E L Y

’ SMALL:IF T H I S  T R E N D  I S  N O T  ARREDTEDY  T H E  BITTERNESS OF THE FIGHT
W IL L  C E R T A I N L Y  D E S T R O Y  T H E  P A R T Y . HT ;IS A N  UNWEALTH’b T R E N D .

Q : THIS CAMPAIGN  S T R A T E G Y  O F  ORGANISlNG  GATHERLNGS..MANY  UMNO
MEMEERS  FELL T H A T  H O S E  W H O  A R E  U S E F U L  T O  UMNO.BUT  APE NOT CLOSELY
ALIGNED  T O  A N Y  C A M P S  WfLL  D E F X N E T E L Y  BE OUT IN TVE CPLD-
--MORE--0839/JAS _. .~ ,. ~, ___.r__.  . .
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Pt’!l T H O S E  WHO A R E  U S E F U L  T O  UHNO N E E D  N O T  ,ADVERTISE.  T H E I R
OWN PERFORMANCE? I THINK biILL BE TELLING. I DON'T' LIKE TO CITE
MYSELF AS AN EXAHPLE  BUT WAY BACK IN 1964 TO 1969, I i&AS  AN
O R D I N A R Y  M P  W I T H  N O  POSJER  W H A T S O E V E R .  I  W O N  T H E  H I G H E S T  N U M B E R  O F
VOTES IN 1969 NOT BECAbZE  I WENT OUT CAMPAIGNING OR DID ANYTHING.
I T  W A S  S I M P L Y  B A C A U S E  ?EOPLE  N O T I C E D  W H A T  I  W A S  SAYlNG  O R  W H A T  Z
W A S  DOING. I  HAD NO Ir.;FLUENCE  O V E R  T H E  N E W S P A P E R S  I N  T H O S E  D A Y S .
B U T  I F  Y O U  S A Y  SOtlEti-rJ:NG  T H A T  I S  W O R T H Y  O F  P U B L I C A T I O N ,  I  S U P P O S E
T H E Y  W I L L  P R I N T .  Tt!,T U A S  S U F F I C E N T .  ALTHOUG  I  N E V E R  O P E N E D  A N Y
UMNO  B R A N C H ,  W A S  !vkVER  I N T R O D U C E D  T O  A N Y  STATE*  I  W A S  J U S T  F R O M
KEDAH, I  W A S  A B L E  T O  WfN W I T H  A  B I G  N U M B E R  O F  V O T E S .  I  T H I N K
B A S I C A L L Y  I F  Y O U  S E R V E D  T H E  C O U N T R Y  WELL9  YOU S E R V E  U H N O  WELLI  Y O U
WILL BE RECOGNISED EXCEPT THOSE PEOPLE WHO FOR REASONS OF THEIR
P O S I T I O N  P E R H A P S  A R E  C O N F I N E D  T O  T H E  S T A T E .  T H A T  I S  W H Y  I  S A I D  T H A T
IT IS W O R T H W H I L E ,  IN ORDER TO BALANCE,  FOR PEOPLE TO BE INTRODUCED.
IN THE PAST WHEN THERE WAS NO INTRODUCTION WE STXLL MANAGED TO
E L E C T  R E L A T I V E L Y  G O O D  P E O P L E  T O  A W N  T H E  P A R T Y .

Q1 B U T  T H E R E  A R E  SOtlE  WIN0 L E A D E R S  W H O  CLAIH T H A T  T H E Y  D O N ’ T ’
HAVE ACCESS TO THE MADXA AS WHATEVER THEY SAY IS BLACKED OUT BY T H E
P R E S S .

PM: N O  1 DON’ T THLNK 30. I. S E E  E V E R Y B O D Y ’ S  N A M E .  IN TliE PAPfiRS.
IF YOU SAY SOMETHING GOOD9 YOU DO SOMETHING GOOD, I DOUBT WHETHER
ANYBODY CAN STOP A_ REALLY GOOD MAN.--tfORE-_a8.34,/  JAS.. _~:- ., ._,, _.~,  ,.
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88 DATUKv  SOME CANDIDATES ARE COMING 6P WITH THEIR OWN IIANIFESTOES
IN THE, COMING P A R T Y  E L E C T I O N S .  THXS  IS AS’THOUGH IT’S A GENERAL
ELECTION AND NOT AN INTRA-PARTY PROCESS.

Ptlt ( L A U G H T E R )  WELLI  1  D O N ’ T  K N O W  H O W  A N Y B O D Y  C A N  H A V E  A  M A N I F E S T O
I N  T H E  P A R T Y  B E C A U S E  T H E  P A R T Y  I T S E L F  H A S  A  M A N I F E S T O .  U N L E S S  O F
COURSE YOU WANT TO CHANGE THE PARTY AND OF COURSE IF ALL THE MEMBERS
F E E L  T H A T  W E  SHOUL..ij C H A N G E  T H E  PARTY9  T H E N  O F  C O U R S E  W E  S H O U L D  H A V E
MANIFESTOS.  A L L  O F  U S  H A V E  M A N I F E S T O 5  A N D  O F  C O U R S E  T H E N  I T  W I L L  BE
COMPLETE CHAOS.

Q: DATUKI  YOU HAVE BEEN IN U M N O  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S .  S U R E L Y  Y O U  M U S T
H A V E  N O T I C E D  A  DRASTXC  C H A N G E  I N  T H E  S T Y L E  O F  C A M P A I G N I N G .

PM! OH, ABSOLIj’ii;LY D I F F E R E N T .  A S  F A R  A S  S R E M E M B E R  E V E N  A S  L A T E  A S
1 9 7 6  O R  1 9 7 5  WHEd  I  S T O O D  F O R  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T 9  I D I D N ’ T  H A V E  T O
CAMPAIGN A T  A L L .  I  D I D N ’ T  P U B L I S H  A N Y  M A N I F E S T O 9  I  D I D N ’ T  G I V E  A W A Y
THINGS TO PEOPLE BUT I MANAGED TO GET IN. BUT.EVEN  TH08E W H O  S T O O D
AGAINST ME OR WHO STOOD FOR THE SAME POST9 THERE WAS A LITTLE BIT OF
CAMPAIGNINGI  B U T  N O T  V E R Y  M U C H .  BUT N O W  T H E  C A M P A P G N I N G  I S
RIDICULOUSv  IT HAS COME TO THE PO3NT WHERE EVEN GOD HAS 6EEN INVOKED
IN ORDER TO WIN. I ,THINK THAT XS IMPROPER.

Ql DATUK, UMNO ISNOW BECOMING RATHER LIKE THE HIC, ldITH MEETINGS
INTERRUPTED BY QUARRELS9 CHAIR THROWING AND ,EVEN USING A SHOTGUN.
A R E N ’ T  T H E R E  NAYS T O  C U R B  T H I S  U N H E A L T H Y  S I T U A T I O N ?  - -  M O R E  0833/RAS
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P M :  T H E  ONLYWAY  IS T-ORUMNO  M E M B E R S  T O  M A K E  U P  T H E I R  M I N D S .  NOBODY
,ELSE C A N  B E  B L A M E D  5i.‘1 Y O U R S E L V E S .  I F  Y O U  W I S H  I f  T O  B E  T H A T  WAYI
T H A T  IS W H A T  YOU G E T . IF Y O U  D O N ’ T  W I S H  ITI You W I L L  A C T  T O  P R E V E N T
I T  T H E N  OF C O U R S E  f;’ W I L L  NT0 H A P P E N . IT’IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER WE
D E S E R V E D  W H A T  W E  C LT. AND IF UMNo W A N T S  T H I S  SYSTEMr.NEITHER  I  N O R
A N Y B O D Y  E L S E  C A N  S T O P  I T .  A S  YOU K N O W  T H E  S U P R E M E  A U T H O R I T Y  I N  UMNQ’
I s  T H E  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  A N D  I T  I S  U P  T o  T H E  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  OR T H E
P E O P L E ,  I F  T H E Y  W A N T  T H I S  M I N D  O F  C A M P A I G N I N G  T H E Y  W I L L  G E T  T H I S  K I N D
O F  C A M P A I G N I N G .  I  C A N N O T  S T O P  I T  A N D  N E I T H E R  C A N  ANYBODY  E L S E .  I T ’ S
ENTIRELY.THEIR  O W N  D E C I S I O N .

(2: W I L L  T H E R E  BE A CABlNET  R E S H U F F L E  A F T E R  T H E  UHNO G E N E R A L
ASSEi’lSLY?

.

P M :  I  D O N ’ T  T H I N K  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  T A L K  O F  S U C H  T H I N G S .  T H I S  I S
A N  UMNo E L E C T I O N S  A N D  N O Y

Q: BUT DATUK  T H E R E  H A S  B E E N
GoV”ay$j!T E L E C T I O N S .

WITH LEADERS GOING FOR BROKE AND
Y F  T H E Y  LOSE3  T H E Y  MAYLOSE  T H E I R  P O S I T I O N  I N  T H E  C A B I N E T .

PM8 IT’S HERELY  A  S P E C U L A T I O N , , _-

Qr L A S T L Y ,  W H A T  IS YPUR ADVXCE  T O  UI+NO tiELEGATES  ESPECaALLY  WITH
R E G A R D  TO WE ELECTIONS-.WHICH  W I L L  T A K E  P L A C E  Q N  THE’FIRST  DAY QF T H E
ASSEMBLY? -- MORE OB36/RAS  L - ‘-MAHATHIR_INTERVIEW  113 KUALA  LUMPUR-.---b’,  +_-...._,__. .- .’ - - -

.  PM:  WELL? 1 W O U L D  S D A Y  ABOVEr  A L L  T H I N K  O F  UMNOI  T H E  F U T U R E  OF T H E
MALAYS  A N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y ,  DO NoT T H I N K  O F  I N D I V I D U A L S .

Q: THXS MEANS,You W A N T  D E L E G A T E S  T o  C H O O S E  C A N D I D A T E S  W H O  C A N
C O N T R I B U T E  T O  THE.COWNTRY  AND UMNo,..?

P M :  A L L  I  A M  S A Y I N G  I S  T H A T  T H E Y  H A V E  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  W H A T  I S  A T
STAKE.  N O T  INDIVIDUALS  BU T  UMNO.  TH EY  HAVE  T O  T H I NK  WHAT  I S  BEST-  F O R

UMNO.
Q: A T  T H E  L A S T  U M N O  ELECTIONS9 Y O U  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  W I N N E R  D O E 5  N O T

T A K E  A L L  A N D  T H E  L O S E R  D O E S  N O T  F A L L .
Ptlr G E N E R A L L Y 9  T H A T  I S  M Y  F E E L X N G  A T  A L L T I M E S .  Y O U  D O N ’ T  E X P E C T

T H A T  IF YOU WIN?  Y O U  C A N  K I C K  O U T  EvERYBODY.  N O R  D O  Y O U  E X P E C T  T H A T
IF YOU L O S E ,  Y O U  L O S E  E V E R Y T H I N G .  I  W A N T  E V E R Y O N E  T o  A C C E P T  T H E
D E C I S I O N S  A N D  C L O S E  R A N K S .  T H A T  I S  W H A T  U M N O  W A N T S .  S O  L E T  I T  B E .
- -  B E R N A M A - -  OB’J‘?/RAS  .
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