MAHATHIR-UMNO

KUALA LUMPURs MAY 22 (BERNAMA) --UMNO PRESIDENT DATUK S8ERI DR.
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD STRESSED TODAY THAT HE 1S NOT.SUPPORTING O.R—mNG
ANYORETIN THE CONTESTS FOR PARTY POSTS THIS FRIDAY.

**I HAVE ALWAYS MADE IT CLEAR. HAD THE VICTOR IN THE 1981 UMNO ;
ELECTIONS BEEN DIFFERENTY9 IWOULD HAVE SAID THE SAME THING,"' HE TOLD - .
BERNAMAIN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW AT HIS OFFICE. '

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION WHETHER HIS.
RECENT STATEMENT URGINGUMWNO DELEGATES TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS QUO,
UNLESS THOSE CONTESTINGCOULD PROVIDE A BETTER ALTERNATIVE AND HORE
EFFECTIVE LEADEREHIP, HAD IMPLIED THAT HE WAS SIDING ANY CANDIDATE IN
PARTICULAR.

DATUK GERI DR. MAWATHIR STRESSED THAT HEDID NOT WANT BE SPECIFIC

WHENMAE\ING THE STATEMENT THEN AS IT WAS MEANT. FOR THE PEOPLE TO HAKE,,’
THEIR GUWN INTERPRETATIONS.

H‘ E RESERVED CGMMENTON THE THREE-CORNERED FIGHT FOR THE DEPUTY
-PRESIDENTS’S POST BETWEEN THE INCUMBENT? DEPUTYPRIMEMIKISTERDATUK
MUSARITAM,FINANCEMINISTER TENGKU RAZALEIGHHAMZAH AND UMNO VPCE

PRESIDENT DATUKHAJI HARUNIDRIS., -- MORE 1102/UWS
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11 HAVE MADE MY FEELINGS VERY. CLEAﬂio
DON' T SEE THE NECESSITY FOR REPEATING IT. %A maly ‘
HE WAS ALSO ASKED IF HPS STATEHENT-AT THE LAST UHNO ASSEHBLYTHAT"_
HE GOT ALONG VERY WELLWITH DATUK HUSA MEANT THAT IN' THE EVENT, OF
SOMEONE ELSEBEING ELECTED DEPUTY PRESIDENT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR-~
HiM TO WORK WITH THE OTHER. PERSON. .

TO THIS;HE QUOTED FORMER PRIME MINISTER TUANKU ABDUL RAHMAN .
"IIT'SBETTER TO WORKWITH THE DEVIL YOU KNOW THAN THE ANGEL -THAT YOU
DON'T KWNOW.'’

ASKED IF HE AREED WITH THE VIEWS OF MAN:; UMNO MEMBERS THAT TENGKUJ
RAZALEIGH SHOULD GO FOR THE VICE-PRESIDENCY WHICH WOULD ALSO ENABLE
HIMTO CONTINUE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PARTYs DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR
SALD: '*ISUPPOSE THATIS .ONE WAY OUT.' ! “

PIRELLs SINCEHE IS NOT CONTESTING FOR VICE PRESIDENT; THAT 1S NOT:
A’ SOLUTION ANYMORE.

" WE COULDFPIND ROOM FOR TWO PEOPLE BUT NOTIN THE SAHESEAT!" YE '+
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ON UHNO VICE-PRESIDENT DATUK HARUNIDRIS’'STATEMENY THAT HE WAS .
CONTESTING THE DEPUTY PRESIDENCY TO MEND THE RIFT AMONG UMNO MEMBERS
WHO WERE NOW SPLIT BECAUSE OF THE HUSA-RAZALEIGH CONTEST IN 1981,
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIRSAILID THAT, TO A CERTAIN EXTENTs THERE WAS
SOME TRUTH IN THE ARGUMENT.

THE PRIME MINISTER 5A1D THAT UHNO MEMBERS MUST ALSO NOT FORGET
JHAT DATUK HARUN WAS, CONTESTING NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THISISSUEBUT
ALSO DUE TO HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE PRESENY LEADERSHIP.

HE DID NOT AGREE ‘+iTH DAYUK HARUN’S PROPOSAL YHAY YHE PARTY’S
DEPUTY PRESIDENTSH ULD . NOTBE THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER YO CREATE A-
SEPARATION OF POWF ¢+ BETWEEN THE PARTY AND THE GOVERNMENT.

' ITIS INPORT..NT THAT THE GOVERNMENT BE EFFECTI VE AND TO BE
EFFECTIVE9 YOU CANNOT SEPARATE THE MAJOR PARYY FROM YHE POWER OF THE :
GOVERNMENT .*!

DAYUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR ALSO VOICED CONCERN OVER “UNHEALTHY
TRENDS' * IN CAMPAIGNS WHICHINCLUDED THE DISTRIBUTION OF CALLING
CARDS, BOOKSs AND PHAHPLETS.

HE REGRETTED THAT PRESSURES AND ’*ARM-TWISTINGTACTICS' 'HWERE
BEING EMPLOYED. -- MORE 1209/US
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4 *THE CAMPAIGNING NOW IS RIDICULOUSs if HAS COME TO THE POINT WHERE
EVEN GOD HAS BEEN INVOKED IN ORDER TO WIN.I THINK YHAT I8 WRONG.
THAT IS IMPROPER.

""IFTHIE TREND IS NOT ARRESTED IN FUTURE, THE BITTERNESS .OF THE
FIGHT WILL CERTAINLY DESTROY THE PARTY,” HE STRESSED.

DAYUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR BELIEVED THAY WMNO LEADERS NEED NOT
'*ADVERTISE’’ THEMSELVES AS THEIR PERFORMANCE ALONE SPOKE FOR THEM.

'*ITHINKs BASICALLY9 IF YOU SERVED THE COUNTRY WELLs YOU SERVED
UMNO WELL, YOU WILL BERECOGNIZED.INFACTsIF YOU 00 SOMETHING GOOQOD»
DOUBT WHETHER ANYBODY CAN STOP A REALLY GOODMAN.'* HE REPLIED | N
RESPONSE TO CLAIMS THAT SOME LEADERS WERE NOT GIVEN FAIR COVERAGE BY
THE- PRESS.

WITH THREE DAYS MORE TO THE PARTYELECTIONSs HE ADVISEDUMNO

DELEGATES TO THINK OF UMNOs THE FUTURE OF THE MALAYS AND THE COUNTRY
WHEN CASTING THEIR VOTES. -- MORE 4215/WS
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CALL i AM S&YING IS YHAY THEY HAVE TO UNDERSTAND .WHAT ES AT STAKE.
NOT INDIVIDUALS BUT UMNO. THEY HAVE TO THINK,WHAT I8 BEST FOR FOR
UMNO.

"DATUKSERI DR. MAHAYHPR REITERATED HI S OFT-REPEATED REMARKS THAT

"' THEWINNER DOES NOT TAKE ALL AND THE LOSER DOES NOT FALL.”

'1YOU DON'T EXPECT THAT IF YOU WINs YOU CAN KICK OUT ANYBODY.
NOR DO YOU EXPECT THAT IF YOU LOSEs YOU LOSE EVERYTHING. I WANT
EVERYONE TO ACCEPT THE DECISIONS AND CLOSE RANKS.

“THAT IS WHAT UMNO WANTSs SOLET IT BE '

--- BERNAMA 1220/WS
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