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KUaLa LUMPUR: MAY 231 (BERNAMA) "'(QEIUK SERI DR -MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
HAS GIVEN AN ASSURANCE THAT YOUNG UMNQG LEADERS WHO WISHTO ASCEND. THE
PARTY’'S LEADERSHIP LEDDER WILLBE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE
THEIR FOLITICAL CALIBRE. A

'~ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT -AS PARTY MEMBERS; THAY HERE FREE TO
VOICE THEIR VIEWS WITHGUT FEAR OF REPERCUSSIONS FROM THE TOP
LEADERSHIP.

HE SAID THIS In ANINTERVIEWIN A SPECIAL ISSUE OF ‘' MERDEKA'' --
THE PARTY’' OFFICIAL ORGAN -- PUBLIEHED IN CONRJUNCTION WITH- THE 35TH
UMNG GENERAL 4SSEMBLY.

' ‘NOW WE NOTOHLY REFRAIN FROM SACKING ANYONE BUT ALSO ALLOW THEM
TO CHALLENGE THE ¥4XTY LEADERSHIP AND CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THEIR
POSITIONs ' HE ©AID. .

HE ADDED THAT THOUGH THE PARTY LEADERS COULD BECHALLENGED+s THIS
SHOULD BE DONE THROUGH THE PROPER CHANNELS AND NOT DEVIATE FROM THE
PARTY’S POLICIES AND DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS. -~MORE 2050744

UMNO - MAHAiHIR 2 KUALA LUMPUR™ -

Hh'FELT THAT THIS TREND WOULD NOT AFFECT .THEDEVELOPMENT OF THE
PARTY--ON THE OTHER HAND» THE MEMEBERGHIP OF THE PARTY HAD RISEN TO

1.2 MILLION.

HE SAID THAT PERHAPS HIS . 8TYLE -AFFECTED THOSE WHODILNQT GET A
POSITION IN THE HIERARCHY.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE CHANGES HE HAD INTRODUCED WERE NOT
THAT ‘RAPID: BEING INITIATIVES CARRIED QUTLONGBEFORE HE BECAME PARTY
PRESIDENT.

“WE ARE COMPETINGWITH A WORLD THAT IS5 RAPIDLY PROGRESSING. IF KE

MOVE AT QUR PAST PACEsWEWILL BE LEFT BEHRINDs’! HE SA1D.

A3 SUCH»s THE PROCESS OF CHANGE MUST BE SPED UP 80 THAT THE ¢CoUNTRY
WAS NOT LEFT BEHIKNy HE SAID.

HE FELT HE MICHY NOT BE LEADING THE PARTY FOR TOO LONGs ONLY JUST
TO SEE ALL THE YARIOUSIDEAS THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN STUDIED REFGRE HE
BECAME THE PARTY’S LEADER GETTING OFF THE GROUND.

THE QUESTION SHOULD NOT SE WHETHER THERE WERE MANY ORLITTLE
CHANGESBUTWHETHER THE CHANGES ‘WERE ACCEPTEDy HE ADDED.--MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE WOULD NOT BE UPSET IF THE PEOPLE
WERE ANGRY AT MHIM IF <L ATAIN CHANGES PROVED TO BE NO GOOD.

0T aM WILLING TO HAHMD OVER THE LEADERSHIP TO AMYONE #WHO IS MORE
ACCEPRPTARLE TO THE PEOPLE.’ ' HE 941D,

ASEED WHoT FORM aND TYPE OF LEADERGHIP IN UMO: THE BARISAN
ng; NAL AMND THE GOVERNMENT HE WIGHED TO SEE AFTER HE STEPRPED DOWMs

HE TAID HE HOPED TO CEE WHAT HE HAD STARTED BEING MAINTAINED.
frEnT I ODELIEVE THAT f-‘VE‘P\" L‘A&ER MU T HAVE RIS (Ui JWVLu: tOHE
5810,

OM AN IDvﬁL ATMOSPHERE FOR A FA%IV GENERAL ASSEMBLY» HE SAID PAST
ASBEMELIES HaD BEEN IDEAL IN THE SENGE THAT ELECTIONS OF LEADERS HAD
MOT DISTRACTFED THE DELEGATES TO THE EXTENT OF RELEGATING THE I1SSUES
T pE DISCUSBSED TO SECANDARY IMPGRTENCE. K ‘

HE SALD YHAT DEFORE THE. PARTY CQNSTiTUTIJN Wag AMENDEQ TO PROVIGE
FOGR TRIENNICEL ELECTICONS.: THE ASSEMBLIES WERID CARRIED OUT WITHOUT
DETRIMENT TO 'THE TO DE DEBATED DEGPITE THE ELECTIONS BEING ANNUAL

AFFAING.-~DERNAMA 2116/AJ
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