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KUALA LUNFURY -HAY 25 (BFRNAHA);_ ' DATUK SERI AMAD -
TonAY REPLIZD TO CRITICIEMS HURLED AT HIM IN- CONNECTIUN NITH LAST.
YEAR' © AMEMDREMYS TO- THE COUNTRY'S: CﬁNSTITUTIDNs ESPECIALLY. BY THOSE &
MEG FELT THAT THE AMENDMENIS SHOULD HAVE BEEN: FIRSTVRErERRED TG UMNO,
S0 THIS: THE PRIME MINISYER AND PARTY PRESIDENT ASKED: WHY THEY
THEMSELYES DID NOT REFER TO UMiNO BEFORE- THEY MADEYANY PUBLIC S
‘WNHUHCLHENfu AND JOINER UP WITH OUTS 10&93 T BSTRUCT ACTIONS TAKEN,
BY LEADIRG :?”C.Iu BY THE PARTY. S o e

FHAVE THOSE WHO ARE NOT EEECTED MORE QfoTS THAN THOSE uHo ARE SR
“w ED? IF THLS is so, wHAt 1s THE;PQSXTION OF?DENOCRACY IN THE \_4,‘&‘f.
RTY7+ HE ASKED. : g o .
DATUY, SERL DR MAHAT»13. IM H]S PRnSIDENTIAL~ADDRE b AT, THE BSTH »

-UMNO GENERAL ASCEMBLY AT THE RILTON HERE,  SALD THAT. HE HAD IN THE .
PAST BEEN SACKED FROM THE PARTY. +FOR. MAKIN’ HISTAKES+ (GOING AGAINST,%qm
THE LEADERSHIP AFTER. THE 1968 MAY 13 TRAGEDY). | &

+ TODM I ‘AM LEADING -THE PARTY BUT WE' DO NOT”SACK THOBE NHO COHMITi o
ERRORS A &INST THE. PARTY. wHo Io HORE'DEMOCR - '
PYEG-MANY #7 ~- MORE-D945/MK"

‘DATUK SERL DR MAHATHIR SAID THE.. eussr:ou OF?THE CONSTITUTIONAL w5
AWMENDMENTS WaS NOT AS BIG AN-ISSUE AS THE SGEPARATION OF SINGAPORE. INuiﬁv
1965 AND KAS NOT AGALNST THE' CONSTITUTID%.,”FURTHERMORE Ir,n;o NOT
NEED THE CONSENT OF THEC RULEMS, . : LR
- HE SALD THAT THE SEPARATION 0F AN
_PROMIRITED BY THE COWSTITUTION. g

‘IT NEEDED THE 'PRIGR APPROVAL onTHE CONFERENC
'PARTY WOULD SURELY HAVE BEEN. INFORMED» IF NO
DEBATE IT» HE ADDED. - : :

1TBUT AS WE KNOWs THERE was NO REFERENC E: D»NO DISCUSSIONSv&

. THE, UMNO SECRETARY~GENERALTHEN (THE'LATE TAN:SRIZSYED JAAFAR ALBAR) .
'RESIGNED IN PROTEST AGAINST THE WAY. vHE,DECISIONHON THE. SEPARATIONV
. WAS ‘MADE>” HE SAID. ' s B '

' *NEVERTHELESS . THE AMENDMENT 'WAS MADE. WITH TWO= THIRDS OFMTHE s
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT INCLUDING MYSELFs SUPPORTING IT " ;3,;v.:

'ﬁisxou ﬁg""ALAYCIA 1AS

FhRULERS'ANDxTHE;*
IUENVTHE‘CHANCE 'TO..

-- MORE 1112/LK
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‘MAHATHIR - CONSTITUTION 3 KUALA LUMPUR

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE" DID NOT OPPOSE BECAUSE THE ENDS
WERE “ORE IMPORTAMT THAN THE MEANS. '

" *THERE 15 NO USE FQRUS" 'TO HAVE. LEADERS IF THEY ARE NOTALLOWED
TO USE THEIRDISCRETIONAT 'ALLy PARTICULARLY WHEN PUBLIC DEBATE WOULD
CREATE MORE PROBLEMS AND TENSIONs'' HE ADDED.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. HE REALIZED THAT THERE- WERE UMNO | EADERS
WHO MIGHT NOT BE VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE AMENDHENTSHADE AND
DESCRIBED THIS AS A NORMAL THING. . '

BUT, HE SAIDs THEY BROUGHT UP THEQUESTIONOF RULES AND PROCEDURES,::

BECAUSE OF OTHF_R INTERESTS OR BECAUSE *THEY PURPOSELY WANTED TOFxND

, FAULT.

“THE PRIME MINISTER SAl D HE uAs GREATEFUL THAT THE. CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS ISSUE. WAS ALREADY HISTORY.
MORE 1116/LK . . O |
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“WE HAVE ACHIEVED OUROBJECTIVE AND WE'SHOULD ALSO BETHANKFUL -

NOT ONLY BECAUSE .OF THE .ATTAINMENT OF ,THE OBJECTIVE BUT ALSOBECAUSE

-

THE PARTYILS STILL UNITEDyALBEIT- WITH'SLIGHT CRACKSs'' HE SAID.

HE REMINDED THAT CRACKS COULD -EASILY BECOME -SPLITS AND THE.STRONG
COULD BECOME WEAK IF STRUCK .OFTEN.-

DATUKSERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID, THAT ‘NOW THAT. THE ISSUE HAD BEEN
RESOLVEDs THE QUESTION OF NHETHER IT was TRUE THA T THE LEADERSHIP WA S
TOO COHPRONISING OR TOO POWER CRAZY NEED NOT: -BE DEBATED.

“UMNOLEADERS WILL COME AND’ WILL GO BUT THE ‘PARTY’S STEUGGLE MUST
BE MAINTAINEDy'' HE SAID. -

"'TO MY THINKING, THE STRUGGLE. TO DISPEL DOUBTS CONCERNING THE

POWER OF THE PEOPLE AND- OF THE ‘RULERS HAD BEEN RESOLVED,'’
- MORE 1120/LK

: 7C"C NO30

HAHATHIR—CDNSTT’ITUTION 5 KUALA LUMPUR

" "WE HAVE DETERMINED THAT I N THEEND-IT IS THe rpeorLE WHO HAVE TH E
RIGHT TO MAKE THE LAWS WHICH AFFECT THEMs’' HE ADDED., 3

THE PRIME M N STER ALSO THANKED PARTY-LEADERS AND “EMBERS WHO HAD
SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT I N ‘THTS ™ "MATTER.

HE WAS HAPPY THAT THE INFORMATION BRIEFINGS HELD HAD BEEN WELL
ATTENDED NOT ONLY’ BY UMNO “EMBERS’ BUT ‘ALSO BOTHHALAYSAND
NON-MALAYS.

THUS NO ONE COULD SAY THAT THE AMENDMENT" WERE ‘MADE NITHOUT THE

~ AGREEMENT OF THE MAJORITY OF THE UMNOMEMBERS, HE ADDED..
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