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M A H A T H I R - E C O N O M Y

KUALA  LUMPUR:,,  M A Y  2 5  /C%ERNAMAS - -  &juk_._S.~naMAMBS#LB~~AD  < ’
.TODAY  ASKED MUSLIMS IN THE C O U N T R Y  W H E T H E R  T H E Y  R E A L L Y  W A N T  T H E I R

SHARE IN THE NATIONAL E C O N O M Y ;
THE P R I M E  M I N X S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  H A D  TO’BE P O S E D  B E C A U S E ’

R E C E N T L Y  T H E  +HALAL.-HRRAtI+  A S P E C T  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  U N I T  T R U S T  (ASN!
SCHEME 3 W H I C H  W A S  SET’UP fN T H E  INTEREST.OF  BUMIPUTERASg.MALAYS  A N D ,
MUBLfMS3 H A D  OEEN RASSED  t.?Y G R O U P S  W I T H  V E S T E D  I N T E R E S T ,

THROUGH ASNI HE SAID, MUSLIMS WOULD BE ABLE TO CONTROL 30 PER CENT
OF T H E  NATIONAL ECONOMY3  T H E  M O D E R N  ECONOMY9  HE SAID.

S P E A K I N G  A T  T H E  3 5 T H  U M N O  G E N E R A L  A S S E M E L Y  A T  T H E  H I L T O N  H E R E ,
DATUK S E R I  D R .  MAHATtiIRt 14HO I S P A R T Y  PRESIDENTr  R E M I N D E D  M U S L I M S
T H A T  IF T H E Y  W A I T E D  U N T I L  A N  I S L A M I C  S Y S T E M  T O O K  C O N T R O L  O F  T H E
NATTI)NA!_.  ECQNOMY 3 THEN  T H E  3 0  P E R  C E N T ’ T A R G E T .  W O U L D  N O T  B E  A C H I E V E D
B Y  1970. :.

+IT IS PQSSICLE .‘THAT W E  HA’/E  T O ’  W A I T  100 Y E A R S  O R  200 Y E A R S  cjR
M O R E .  I F  W E  F A I L  T O  ACHTEVE  T H E  3 0  P E R  C E N T  B Y  1990,‘WE  HfLL NOT B E
A%LE T O  EFFECTIVELY.INFLUENCE  T H E  ECONOMYI  M O R E  S O  T O  EVOLVE  A N _
I S L A M I C  ECONOMXC  S Y S T E M +  H E  S A I D .
-- M O R E  l202,‘LK
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MAHATHT  A - - E C O N O M Y  2 KUALA  CUMPUR .6

THE PRIME MTNISTER,  EX,PLAINED  THAT THE.WO.RLD ECONO'MY IN THIS MODERN
ERA WAS NtJT EVOLVED AND D E V E L O P E D  BY MUSLIMS AND,  BECAUSE OF-  THIS THE,
Mibl)kFllt?l ECI’Nk?l”lY  WA”3 BOUNfi  TO H’AVE  C E R T A I N  F E A T U R E S  W H I C H  W E R E  ‘ A G A I N S T
i:SL._,“-Pi IC TEiliCHlNGS. 1T HAD HOWEVER BEEN MIXED WITH CERTAIN OTHER
KETI~I~TIS  A N D  ,$CT.IVITXES  WHICH  C O U L D  % E  A C C E P T E D  BY I S L A M . -

“ I Tfi’iES tJHAT W A S
F’E&IITEb  B U T  AL-WAY‘?

;GA1NST  I S L A M  C O U L D  BE SEPARATED.FROM  W H A T  W A S
SUCH S E P A R A T I O N  C O U L D  N O T  B E  M A D E  I F  M U S L I M S

-fi_lf:pi~ri_!,~~s ~‘~ELx%ERI”  :ELY C H O S E  T O  F O L L O W  W A Y S  W H I C H  W E R E  N O T  IN LdNE
i\) _T T i--i 1:: L [A M 3 HE % A c ‘i

z,r? M~.!‘cH  POLLUS&  W A S  T A K I N G  P L A C E  T H A T  T H E R E  W E R E  MUSLfMS iHO
,

t.!ljL:L_icj  biQ7f -FAKE ANY hCT1ON  WITHOWT  I N D I R E C T L Y  A T  L E A S T  INVOL’JING  THE
-I- M i”: L Pi i .- I-t A i? R M + Q U E S T I 0 N .

+Ct_O’it-\ES l-!,~(:,Ri~  D U R I N G  PRAYERS5  THE S H P P S  O R  A E R O P L A N E  U S E D  FOR GOING
i]pJ  T~*\E  PiLGH’IMAGET  K U R M A  C O N S U M E D ,  D U R I N G  T H E  FAST1NG  M O N T H !  MOREOVER
THE -( 1THES WHICH  A R E  P A I D  A R E  M O R E  O R  L E S S  I N V O L V E D  1N COMMt$?CIAL
i), Cb N li' 7. N G S'iS-iEPlr+ H E  S A I D .  a

i !:i f*j i.. Y RE::..ITlHG  T H E  KALIMAH”SYAHADAT  T W I C E  D X D  N O T  I N V O L V E  T H E  BAN,K
&i!! D ‘:I Tt-i~iq i”uUS1NESS  ACTIV1T1ES  W E R E  H E L D  I N  D O U B T  %Y P E O P L E  WHO.WSSH

c l-0 ::t’i.:  ~;“;N\)w~J  AS MUSLIM  PU R IS T S  W H O S E  F A I T H  H A D  N E V E R  B E E N  T A R N I S H E D .  +
.- _ 3 (1. 2 i: 1 :J G 5 / L I(
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D R -r t> 1: s~rt’i DR. MAHATHIR S A I D  T H A T  I N  THISCOilNTRY  T H E R E  W E R E
?~oP~.I:: ib.:!ig  cl.,+$XMED  T H A T  T H E Y  C O N D U C T E D  T H E I R  BU-SINESS  B A S E D  ON

.x:~..:!M:c ‘r~:;$c.i;rNGS  AND XN VIEW OF THIS9 THEIR BUSINESS MUST BE ._
‘Z !,I :‘: p cj t’; 7 I:,’  !J :?+Y ;bLL MUSLIMS.

r’r:jI!fI::!;j(_T!  THERE CIERE .THOSE WHO SAY THAT MUSLIMS SHOULD{ NOT BUY
Ttf:k.Jci’:’  \htt+EC:H  WERE NOT SOLD BY MUSLIMS3 HE ADDED.

+sc’)  @iI Fj:ND PEOPLE SELLING MEE ISLAM WHICH THEY HAD MADE. BUT
‘i’ti Ct.>L:ti Ttbt::  fiEE HAD BEEN MADE BY MUSLIMSI THE FLOUR HAD BEEN BOUGHT
r: t:? r:, y, N c; N -. M \_j $ L f M S , IN FACT THE UHEAT  HAD BEEN PLANTED~ IMPORTED AND
,‘;i+Li) \~I.TH FINANCE:  FROM N3N-MUSLIM COMMERCXAL B A N K S  a +

Ti-4~  FRIHE MLN.?.STER  ShTD THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF GOODS BY
1,; (J 2 &, ,I t’i S si-iioU%;r~  BE SUPPtiRTED  BY MUSLIMS BUT THEY SHOULD NOT USE- ISLAM
$3, ‘2 ,c, 1%: ,h, 0 cJ 1.1 R 7 r 5 E.MENT btliEN W H A T  T H E Y  C L A I M  W A S  N O T  T R U E .

+!:;Ui:H C\CTIoN H:;MlklATES  ISLAM AND MAKES IT A LAUGHI,NG  S T O C K  FOR
f---~~j<i:!s.$‘+  HE SAX? ~

‘rtiE FRr?!E  M I N I S T E R  SAZD  C E R T A I N  M U S L I M S  H O W E V E R  UNDER,THE flASK .DF .::
i !? i.. :j fl i,J E R 1: f~ p T SATfSFIED  WITH~SUGH  P R O H I B I T I O N S  ANO T H E Y  THENSELVES,q 1’.w,.di:ki  r\F!D 1NYENT  ALL TYPES OF PRQHIBITZONS EVEN To THE EXTENT OF ._
I*i;;XI.HG  THEIi? O@N DEFPNITIONS  AND ESTIMATIONS.

h1’ 4’14E SAME TIME WHAT WAS OPTIONAL THEY ‘MADE f-f COHpt.jLSORy  At!D
LG  i i A T I4 A s COMPWLSORY  TOOK A BACKSTAGE AND MATTERS WHICH WERE NOT
P.ROi4l~YzTED  W E R E  M A D E  +HARAM+,

t,IT IS AN IRONY,  THAT WHAT WAS’OBLIGATORY  WAS SET ASIDE BY THESE
PEcs?L~, THEY 08 NOT TAKE SERIOUSLY THE QUESTION OF MUSLIM UNSTYy‘  MORE

20 THE QUEST,IdN  OF BROTHERHOOD IN I S L A M . +
“THEY iJILt NOT HESITATE- TO ‘TELL LIES ABOUT RELIGION, TERM OTHER

PlusI_  Il*iS AS I N F I D E L S  v UNDERMZNE  OTHE,RS I I TAKE QUOTATLONS  FROM THE HOLY
0URANy NHTCH MERE APPROPRIATE FOR, THEIR-  CLAIMS AND COMMIT  OTHER
<4CTYVITHEE  WHICH ARE PROHIBITED. BY ISLAM. -

-+TlHEY  SELL CHEAPLY ‘THE QUOTATIONS FROM THE HOLY QURAN+ HE .SAID.
DATWH  SERf DR s MAHATHIR SAID THE MODERN.ECONOM1.C  SYSTEM AS EVOLVED

AN;, DEVELOPED CY NON-MUSLIMS HAD BECOME SO EFFECTIVE SO MUCH SO THAT
Tt-tE  ENTIRE WORLD HAD COME TO USE IT AND THE MUSLIMS THEMSELVES. CANNOT
AyOID USING THE SYSTEM.
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.



IR I?ircl~~~~ DID N O T  AVOID XHE S Y S T E M  UNTSL  5WCH TIME T H E  ISLAhIi
9s’EbWlrC  FYoLVEDl  T H E Y  C L A I M  T H E Y  UOUL@ B E  U N D E R  T H E  C0NTR3L  i’r THE
PIQQw,?ZJTaS  w THE PRESE’NT biORLD  ECONQMJC  S’fStEti  ‘ A N D  I F  THIS PGr?h  Ct4iE
TH6 ISLA~IG EWMOnIC  SYSTEM  W O U L D  WT”DEi’ELOF’  SND P R O G R E S S .

DATW Sl%C  GR. MAHATHIR S A I D  M U S L I M S  MUST  hNOU HOH T O  U S E  T H E  _
?dstI$  b@ OTHCAS  I F  T H E Y  W A N T E D  1.0 .DEVELOP  T H E  LStAMfC  E C O N O M I C
SVkTf§tV.

THh: P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  M U S L I M S  _XN T H E  C O U N T R Y  W E R E  S T I L L  I N  A
i-KAGILE POSITION BECA’JSE OF THEIR WEAKNESS IN THC ECONOMIC FIELD AND
3N THE fVENT  OF,AN E.:IERGENCY  A  N U M B E R  O F  ACTXONS  W E R E  PERHITTED I N
i S L, ,$, Z ~

+?ORli  CAN HE Ett’I’EN  IF T H I S  W I L L  O N L Y  S A V E  T H E  L I F E  OF A  M U S L I M
T)_{fRE  IS A  L E A D E R  O F  A  P O L I T I C A L ’ P A R T Y  W H O  R E C E N T L Y  S A I D  INTEREST’XS
&;;_l.Ol~ED  I N  A N  E M E R G E N C Y  ‘I +  HE SAID.

+TH1.‘I  KNi)lJ  I S L A M I C  T E A C H I N G S  B U T  T H E Y  U S E  T H I S  E X C E P T I O N  F O R  T H E I R
!-‘rj!..XTICAL  I N T E R - E S T  F O R  T H E Y  D O  N O T  A C C E P T  T H E  I S L A M I C  B A N K  A N D  N‘OT
‘2 2:’ c A U <; 1:: :3F EMERGENCY,  +

‘?+14C

HE !kQNDED  MUSLXMS  T H A T  D U E  T O  T H E  R O L E  P L A Y E D  B Y  OODIES  S U C H  A S
A5Nr  PERNAS  AND THE V A R I O U S  S T A T E  ECQNQMIC  D E V E L O P M E N T _-

c~F~~TIoNS  THEY  WE RE .  A BL E  T O  CONTROL.  10 PE R  C EN T  O F  .THE E C O N O M Y. ._.,I_.  h(jRE  122j/LK I
ZC;?C  N3$2 I

i

. +“r SIIICr-I BbDIES.  ARE B A N N E D  W E  W I L L  N O T  B E  A B L E  T O ,  G E T  E V E N  O N E  I’CR ’
i: i.; ) i “r -k T H E  N A T I O N A L  ECONOMYr  MORE SO IF THE  I S L A M I C  B A N K  I S  N O T
;+CC(;;[“TED,  I

‘{..I!” ‘FHIS  H A P P E N S  M U S L I M S  W I L L  BE’ C O M P L E T E L Y  PARALYSED.  F A R  F R O M ,
‘;A’il’I:NC;  E M E R G E N C Y  T H E Y  WILL S I N K  I N  HUMUILIATION  A N D  WOUL,D’NT  TNAT
J!icEATe-:1x1  THEZ,R FASTH?+  H E  S A I D .

i:ATlil( SENI  DR. M A H A T H I R  S A I D  I T  W A S  U P  T O  T H E  M U S L I M S  T H E M S E L V E S
1-5 i:kiOOSE IJHETHER  ‘ T H E Y  W A N T E D  T O  H E L P  T H E M S E L V E S  O R  BE&ME H Y P O C R I T E S

Liti 0NLY  1JXSHED T O  A C T  B E C A U S E  O F  P A R T Y  P O L I T I C S  ‘ A N D  P R E T E N D  T O  B E
lib:N OF F A I T H .

HE ?dhS C O N F I D E N T  T H A T  UMNO  A N D  I T S  M E M B E R S  W O U L D  H O L D ,  S T R O N G L Y  TU .
1SLAb AND B R I N G  fROGRESS  T O  T H E  P E O P L E  I N  A N  I S L A M I C  W A Y .

i,?ME FORM O F  I S L A M  I S  N O T  F O R  U S . F O R  U S  S U B S T A N C E  A N D  EX,PERSENCE
ARti M&BE  I M P O R T A N T *  H E  S T R E S S E D .

TbtE ,PR1ME  MXNISTEi?(  G A V E  A  ,WARNLNG  T H A T  A N Y O N E  WH.0 A T T E M P T E D  TO
IMAkE T!jE AS44 A Flsi’;i..URE W E R E  TRAITORS’WORKING A G A I N S T  T H E  DEVELOPM.ENT
w rnLI%LlmE  IN T)5e  C O U N T R Y ’  A N D  THEY:WOULD  B E  OP?OSED  T O  T H E  E N D .
.-.- 1:,[.1]?$11_\Mf~  *I’;‘::: !: /LK :.
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