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K U A L A  L U M P U R , sorting to polygamy.”
Earlier, a delegate

from Malacca had indi-
-. --1------cated  tha t  the Gov-sa2XC&  that it was

n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o
achieve the 70 million
population target in
115 years.

The Government. he
z+id.  had cxamincd the
matter closely and disco-
vered that the largct
could be achieved within
that time frame. “The
normal wxy,  without rc-

ernment should allow
men to practice puly-
gamy to achieve the 70
million ‘uupulation tar-
get. - -
Kcplying  to points

raised in the debate. Dr
Mahathir said the,  ap-
proach towards achicv-

. ing the target was impdr-
tant but emphasised that
Vol?iyamy.was.nllt.rlc,c~rSr

sarily one of the way.
He said the 70 million

target should not bc
made an excuse to prac-
tisc polygamy.

“I have never asked the
people  to practise ‘poly-
patsy.”

Hc reminded the dcle-
gates that the  Malaysian
population is made up of
50 per cent male and 50
per ccht  female.

In a lighter vein, he
asked:  “What is to happen

_._tu  ihc other..men  if one

that we need  more hospi-
tals, schools and other fa-
cilities,” he said.

The Govcrnmont,  he
said, also did nut pro-
posed the  Look East PO-,
licy to fish for votes.

“It did not mean  giving
contracts to the Japanese
#or the South Koreans,” hc
said.
D r  Maha th i r  added
that the policy should not
be made the target of cri-
ticism if Bumiputcras
failed to participate iu
,big  projects.
“However, with the  po-
,lic$y,  Bumiputeras are
!now  involved in construc-
tiop work and joint-vcn-
ture  projects.”

In the Dayabumi pro-.
jeet,  he said, 30 per cent
of.the  workers wcrc Ma-

~~v~svto
lays:i

Although the 30 per. . . . ~~,‘,r[/,~~.
chance too . . . Also re-

cent involvomept  was not

member that it is the wo-
,much,  it is a step towards

men who give birth
more Bumiputera parti-

.‘. cipation  in the construc-
And the men are not al- tiOn. and building  sector
ways willing . ..I’

Dr Mahathir empha-
he said

siscd that the  70 million
Dr kahathir said he

was not undermining the
population target was a abilities of the Bumfpu_
serious matter. teras to go for big pro-

“If WC increased the po- jects but added they must
pulation.  we did not want take a “step at a time. We
the people to live in po- cannot reach the  pinaclc
verty, be unemployed or by taking only one step,”
be beggers. We realise he added.
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