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sorting to polygamy.”
Earlier, a delegate
from Malacca had indi-

said today that:tf_‘was*—"“cated that the Gov-

not impossible to
achieve the 70 million
population targct in
115 ycars.

The Government, he
said, had examined the
matter closely and disco-
vered that thetarget
could be achieved within
that time frame. “The
normal way, without re-

ernment should allow
men to practice puly-
gamy to achieve the 70
million_‘population tar-
get.

Replying to points
raised in the debate. Dr
Mahathir said the: ap-
proach towards achiev-

. ing the target was impor-

tant but emphasised that

sarily one of the way.

He said the 70 million
target should not bc
made an excuse to prac-
tise polygamy.

“I have never asked the
people to practise ‘poly-

amy.”

Hc reminded the dele-
gates that the Malaysian
population is made up of
50 per cent male and 50
per cent female.

In a lighter vein, he
asked: “What is to happen

polygamy was nat neces: ..o the other. men if one

that we need more hospi-
tals, schools and other fa-
cilities,” he said.

The Government, he
said, also did nut pro-
posed the Look East Po-
licy to fish for votes.

“It did not mcan giving
contracts to the Japancse
jor the South Koreans,” hc
said.

Dr Mahathir added
that the policy should not
be made the target of cri-
ticism if Bumiputeras
failed to participate in
big projects.

“However, with the po-
ligy, Bumiputeras are
‘now involved in construc-
tiop work and joint-ven-
ture projects.”

In the Dayabumi pro-.
ject, he said, 30 per cent
of-the workers werc Ma-

la
were to marry four:
wives? ... Give them a’
chance too . . . Also re-
member that it is the wo-
men who give birth ...
And the men are notal
ways willing . .." he said
_Dr Mahathir empha-  pr Mahathir said he
siscd that the 70 million \as not undermining the
population target was a Ebilities ‘of The Bumipu-
Serious matter. teras to go for big pro-
“If we increased Lhe po- jects but added they must
pulation, we did not want take a “step at a time. We
the people to live in po- cannot reach the pinaclc
verty, be unemployed or by takirég only one step,”
be beggers. We realise he added.

-

ys.i

Although the 30 per
cent involvemegt was not
‘much, it is a step towards
more Bumiputera parti-
cipation in the construc-
“tion and building sector
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