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By  N.V.‘RAMAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. -
Umno has come through its
party elections without any
untoward incident but while
publicly the party appears
to be united,, the divtsions
caused by this year’s elec-
tions run deep.

~nowerfulWf3fions  d3n hoi
only make  full use of pa-
tronage nolitics to do well
but can- also perpetuate
power centres

The apparently increas-
ing readmess  to use govem-
ment machinery for person-
al political purposes is an
indication not only of, the
stakes involved but the ero-
sion of discipline and the
compromising of princi-
ples.

In his address to the
Umno eneral assembly
last Prt ay, Dr Mahathir htt.d

. Datuk_ScriD~ahathir
5&&ramad_b.as  acknowl-
edged that there are cracks
in the party and warned
that if these are not re-
paired, there could be .ser-
tous repercussions for the
PnrtY.

His p l e a  t o par ty
m e m b e r s  t o  put,Umno
above personalities, to-put
party interest above self-in-
terest have been well-re-
ceived at grassroots level
but there now appears to be
a  growin

c
elite of Umno

leaders w o appear to be ig-
noring the voice of the
grassroots in their quest for
power.

Dr Mahathir pointed out
that at times, it is not PoSi-
bon which some eople  are

Rafter but the per s that go
with the position.

Recause  of the New Eco-
nomic Policy, the perks can
be enormous - those in

vemment machinery in the
campaign for party posts.

And in his winding-up
speech on  Sunday,  he
warned of the dangers of
extensive politicking for

ting about the general
tion,hesaid. , . -.

In the final analysis, he
said, what mattered was the

was not onlv timelv but fit-
ting.  - _

For even while Umno del-
egates inside the assembly

.

.

hall were puttin
of unity, some f

on a show
caders and

their supporters outside in
the foyer were gathedng in
separate groups to plan for
1987 (when the next Umno
elections will be held). I

The talk was not about
closing ranks; rather it was
to compare notes on friends
and foes - proven and po
tential - at the current as-
sembly and the next one.

Some Umno leaders in
fact fear that the intense
campaigning that preceded
this year’s party elections
may have ‘ven rise to a
new breed o!iUmno leaders.

Said one member. “There
is a real possibility that
Umno may soon have lea-
ders who will sacrifice
long-term national interest

‘for short-term gains at the
(triennial) party elections.

F+$;;tE;~~;a~;Zo

to test’on thetr laurels. It
may soon be a case of any-
thing goes when it comes to
party elections.”

But another Umno leader
looked at this year’s results
in a more positive light. He
pointed out that though all
those elected to the Su-
nreme Council were sup-

caers  --of  the-  ~&tir- p&t  where it impSirS  go-
II= leadership, most of,vcrnment  efficiency, then

those who had been cem-,‘Umno may well lose sight Of
oroudy  against  the larger stakes at issue in
eaders finished party elections - the iSSUe

first 10.
st 10 rather than the ‘of leadership.

Also, the way some of the
~~~~ top three in the contestants treated the clel-

council  (Datuk Khahl  yaa- egates  this year appeafs to
kob Datuk set.i ~~ N ah indicate that Umno may in
T&b and Encik  Ahdul  &he  future become more a
dir Sheikh  Pad&) are those,small club rather than the
who support the leadership grassroots party it has al-
but did not go around  -_  ways been and which ‘has
paigningagainst  others. contributed to its stability

“People who had opettly,and  umQ’. ‘_
~~e$ut$i~b~dng~~~~  The delegates, in. whose

fuus down than they ex-$$so~yt~~hse,  p!?h$&;
,‘I think  umno has Sent a were given VIP treatment

message to its leaders - if all the way and- although
they numbered only about

As one party leader puts
Even if one accepts this .it: “Some of the candidates

assessment, it may not hold j seemed to think that as long
true come 1987 simply .be- I as they treated the dele-
cause of the changmg  corn- I’gates  well, they would be
position of Umno delegates lelected and that they did
to the general assembly.

Teachers ,
not really have to bother

who once ‘with the grassroots of the
formed the majority, made’part
up only 27 per cent of this mem rs who were not pre-
year s 1,280 delegates. In- sen\,at the general assem-,,
creaSmgly  t h e  kmgmakers b l v .  ’ - the branch!
.of Umno ire the entrepren .?‘%hile some of the pessi-
ems and though they are dktic views expressed by
not umred  now, they may *_ mnotu sound unlikely to
well be in the future and be ever come true, the
able to deliver their votes in leadership itself has !

arty

blocs. -
s own

that it was worried over the )
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