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By N.V.RAMAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —
Umno has come through its
party elections without any
untoward incident but while
publicly the party appears
to be united,, the divisions
caused by this year's elec-
tions run”deep. .

* Datuk_Seri-Dr Mahathir
fiohamad has acknowl-
edged that there are cracks
in the party and warned
that if these are not re-
paired, there could be ser-
tous repercussions for the

rty.

His plea to artv
members to put. Umno
above personalities, to-put
Party interest above self-in-
erest have been well-re-
ceived at grassroots level
but there now appears to be
a growing elite of Umno
leaders who appear to be ig-
noring the voice of the
grassroots in their quest for

power. . .

Dr Mahathir pointed out
that at times, it is not posi-
tion wWhich somepeople are
after but the perks that go
with the position.

Because of the New Eco-
nomic Policy, the perks can
be enormous — those in
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powerful¥ddsitions thn
only make full use of pa-
tronage politics to do well
but can also perpetuate
power centres.
. The apparently increas-
ing readiness to use govern-
ment machinery for person-
al political purposes is an
indication not only of, the
stakes involved but the ero-
sion of discipline and the
compromising of princi-
ples.
In his address to the
Umno  general assembl
last Friday, Dr Mahathir hit
out not only at those who
"moneK politics”
ut also those who used go-
vemment machinery in the
campaign for party posts.

And in his winding-up
speech on Sunday, he
warned of the dangers of
extensive politicking for
the 1987 J)arty elections; it
couid lead to people forget-
ting about the generd elec-
tion,hesaid. . - -

In the final analysis, he
said, what mattered ‘was the
power to rule and not partK
positions — advice whicl
was not only timely but fit-
ting. )

For even while Umno del-
egates inside the assembly
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hall were putting on a show
of unity, some leaders and
their supporters outside in
the foyer were gathedng in
sgoar e groups to plan for
1987 (when the next Umno
elections will be held). .

The talk was not about
closing ranks; rather it was
to compare notes on friends
and foes — proven and po-
tential — at the current as-
sembly and the next one.

Some Umno leaders in
fact fear that the intense
campaigning that preceded
this year's party elections
may have given rise to a
new breed of Umno leaders.
~ Said one member., “There
is a real possibility that
Umno may soon have lea
ders who will sacrifice
long-term national interest
‘for short-term gains at the
(triennial) party” elections.

“With so manK younger
people now making their
way up, nobody can afford
to rest on their [aurels. Tt
may soon be a case of any-
thing goes when it comes to
party elections.”

But another Umno leader
looked at this year's results
in amore positive light. He
pointed out that though all
those elected to the Su-
oreme Council were sup-
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rters of the Mahathir- point where it impairs go-
usa leadership, most ofvernment efficiency, then
those who had been cam-"Umno may well lose Sght Of
paigning viiorously against the larger stakes at issue in

other party leaders finished party eections — the issue

in the fast 10 rather than the of |eadership.

first 10. ) Also, the way some of the
“The top three N the CONtestants treafed the del-

i i - egates this year appears to
FopnpiL{atuk Khalil Yaa E8 s aie thit. Urno may in
Talib and Encik Abdul Ka-the future become more a
dir Sheikh Fadzir) are those small club rather _ihan tahle
Wwho ort the leadershi rassroots ty 1t has 8l
but d%”?‘%t go around cam.pV\%yS_ aﬁﬁr zvhlcpl ',.h_ﬂs
paigning against others. contributed to its stability
“People who had openly and umity. -
e U e down' The colegares, in whose
u iti -
further down han (e ex~ ure "of these ‘candidates,
T thi were given VIP treatment
I think Umno has sent a all the way and- although

message to its leaders — if
you want 1o campaign or they numbered only about

i 1,280 in a party which has
support a particular person, n,a D
do so by all means but in the 1.25 million m‘fn‘llbers, thﬁy
process don’t try and des- WEre TEEArdec .as the
troy the credibility of other ~//70-
party leaders,” hesaid. ~~  As one gart leader. CFuts
Even if one accepts this :ir: “Some of the candidates
assessment, it mz7ay not hold ; seemed to think that as long
true come 1987 simply ‘be-| as they treated the dele-
cause of the changing ¢om-igates wél, they would be
position of Umno delegates 'elected and that they did
to the general assembly. not realy have to bother
Teachers, who once ‘with the "grassroots of the
formed the majority, made part ~ the branch
up only 27 per cent’of this mem rsbesho were not pre-,
year’s' 1,2280 delegates. In-sent at the general assem-:
creasingly, the kingmakers-'bi'v. i
.of Umno are the entrepren- ! While some of the
eurs and though they are Mistic views expre
not united now, they may Umno sound unlikely to
well be in the future and"be ever come true, the party
able to deliver their votes in leadership itself has sﬂown
blocs. - that it was warried over the,
What is'really worrying, way the campaigns were ;
however, is the increasing ‘conducted and has. prom-:
. 3set of patronage to ensure 'ised a post-mortem. ;
Victory in party contests. | p X
Allegations have beeng?half need be, Dr Mahathir |
made of taxi permits being' sulsaaxd, recommendations |
issued to supporters, of fin-/Would be made to the Su-
ance company licences be- Préme Council to amend the
ing given to particular peo-';partty constitution to ensure
g};. of particular companies ‘checkg‘aqh campaigns are .
ing selected for contracts il in future..
though these companies ., lae' providing rules and
may pot be the most suit- s 5,4 200NS may help curb .
able ones for the jobs, of 1¢'Siveand unheal;ho{ cam: |
scholarships being given to foyorings the real solution,
children of powerful grass- of UCVEI'. lies in the attitude
:ﬁots leaders — and these® - RO Mmembers. -
egations are backed up; - If party me )
by ¥proof”. — the names of‘prepaxx)'ed t}(') say ?obteorza:é‘ﬁ
those getting these facili/dates who are determined
: .to get power at an s i
Most of these allegations;they are prepared K»fﬁanﬁ
have been dismissed asthe traditions of Umno and
false and as &us?t part of the/if they vote after matured
slander used in the cam-jreasoning of the issues in-

essi-
by

‘paign. But it is a fact that'volved rather i
‘;\i:sg;te the ‘efforts of " & partioapal
a

. Dr support -for a -parti
ahathir and Datuk Musa.candidate, then ?Jm;fl::r?lxl‘
Hitam, patronage )ilohtics not-'only continue to prove
appears to be taking hold in the prophets of doom wrong
Umno. . .inthe'future but will contin-
If this“system continuesiueto be the backbone of the
to -be perpetuated to the.Governmetitand the nation,
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