“touches
on PM’s
style at
‘thé“helm

~ From RITA GOMEZ .
HONG KONG, Thurs.
— Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbohamad has the pro-
spect of bringing in a

new team to-make his "’

Look East policy
work, a leading Hong
Kong English daily
said today.

The ‘South China Morn-,
ing Post said in an editor-
ial that since, Dr'Ma-
hathir took office from :

Datuk Hussein Onn three

years ago, the Prime
Minister has displayed a
more Vvigorous: |ead
ship both'domgstically.
and in foreign policy. -

Domesticallly, t

the power”to. appajnt to' pleasure of London auth-
the’ council some of his: orities, he has taken an
trusted_lieutenants ‘who!even bolder step —Arying;
lost their seats during the|to establish meore friend-
‘convention, it said. © " |ly dialogue with’ Peking,
__ Wijth. a.new team, the which Malaysia has all
Prime Minister could’along suspected of assist-,
l pursue the country’s Na-' ing subversive activities
itional Economic Policy in the country.

; (NEP) with more vigour,. . “Although the Prime:

spremoting the well-being Minister travelled to
i‘of -the Bumiputeras, theLondon last year and
daily said. - . .partially ‘patched up the
[' The editorial points out : differences in a meeting
. oo that in the foreign po-/ with Mrs Margaret.
licy arena, Dr Mahathir| Thatcher, much more re-
has endeavoured to bre® k. mains to be done if only
raway from the tradi-;to reduce the mutual su-
itional pro-West posture,: spicions now existing be-
.in particular reliance on' tween the two countries.
yand.close co-operation . “For while Dr Mahath-
with the United King-'ir's' Look East policy is
dom. .. - wwish Tl COmmendable, it will not
His quarrels with Bri-'y 0 Malaysia any cre-

'tain are well Known,! g, '+ he 5o antagonistic
 further accentuated only {02 \cading mexiber o

: last week by his outbyrst’ i
[ against Hong K_(‘;fng the Western camp.
courts in the Jalil murder
trial..- More importantly,
Malaysia is reducing its
economic dependence on
the West and is looking
'towards Japan and other
countries in the region to
fill in the vacuum 1. .
€r- “And while he appears
to have incurred the dis-

h e

constitutionali’amend- _

ments issue wasresolved
largely in’ favour of a*
more democratic and re-

presentative rule,the edi-

torial said. .. ’
He ‘has also managed
the difficult tdsk of chan-'
neliing the potentially;
disastrous dispute within '
the Malaysian Chinese |
party (MCA) towards ai
-settlement in the courts.!

the editorial points out.

And within his owni’

party (Umno), he has
emerged as the undisput-
ed leader. and though,
many of the old guard on,
the Supreme Council|
were ousted in lasti
week’s party convention,
“this provides him with a
chance of bringing in new
blood while he, still has
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