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KUALA LUMPURs JUNE 11 (BERNAMAY - THE s00-HECTARE AREA OF THE
FORESTRY RESEaARCH | NSTI TUTE AT KEPONG NEAR HERE WELL BE TURNED INTO
AN AMENITY FOREST PARK. °

THE PARK WILL HAVE NOT ONLY RECREATIONAL AND PICNIC FACILITIES BUT
ALSO-AMUSEUMAND EXHI BI TION 6N FORESTRY AND THE TIMBER INDUSTRY:
DATUK SERI DR. MAMATHIR MOHAMAD S A I D TODAY.

THEPRIMEMINISTER TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER TOURINGTHE
INSTITUTEANDITS AREA THAT THE INSTITUTE HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO DRAW
UP A REPORT RECOMMENDING THEFACILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PROPOSED PARK.

HE SAID HE FOUND THE FOREST AREA ENVIROGNMENT HOST AGREEABLE AND
SUITABLE FOR A RECREATIONAL PARK.

HE FELT SUCH AN AMENITY WASVITaAL FOR THE GROWING POPULATIUON OF
THE NATIONAL CAPITAL.--MORE 1437 /KM
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DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIREBELIEVED THE PROPOSED AMENITY FOREST PARK
WOULD BE AN ATTRACTION FOR NOT JUSTILOCAL ,RESIDENTS BUT ALSO FOREIGN
VISITORSWISHING TO HAVE A FIRST-HAND STUDY OF A NATURAL FOREST.

THEY WOULD HAVE NOT'ONLY THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET A CLOSER LOOK
AT THE. TIMBERSPECIES .AND FOREST RESOURCES AVAILAELE IN THE COUNTRY’
BUT ALSO FINISHED PRODUCTS MADRE ‘FrOM WOOD.

HE SAID VISITORS TO THE PARK'WOULD BE CHARGED A NOﬁINAL FEE TO'
HELP MEET THE &XPENSES FOR SETTXNG UP- AND MAINTAINING THE PARK. .

HE ADVISED VISITORS TO HELP KEEP THE AREA CLEAN AND COMPLY " NITH
REGULATIONS TO PREVENT UNDESIRABLE OCCURRENCES BUCH AS FIRES.

THE ACCESS ROAD T¢ THE' INSTITUTE WOULD BE WIDENED ‘AND UPGRADED’
WITH THE IMPLEMENTAY(ONOF THE PROJECT. -- MORE 1450/MB
ZCIC NO4AO )
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ON ACTIVITIES OF THE INSTITUTE, DATUK SERIDR. MAHATHIR SAID HE

WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE INSTITUTE'S WORK IN DEVELOPING THE TIMBER
INDUSTRY IN THE COUNTRY.

HE ‘BELIEVED THE INSTITUTE WOULD BECOME MORE 'EFFECTIVE WHEN MADE.’
A STATUTORY BODY SOON.

AN ACT FOR THE’ PURPOSE WAS BEING DRAFTED BY THEPRIHARY INDUSTRIES
MINISTRY AND WOULD BEPRESENTED TO THE CABINET FOR CONSIDERATION
BEFORE 1ITWAS TABLED IN PARLIAMENT.

HE STRESSED THAT MALAYSIAs AS THE WORLD’SLARGEST PRODUCER OF
TROPICAL HARDWOOD, SHOULD GIVE PROPER ATTENTION TO TIMBER

RESEARCH AND'DEVELOPNENT OF THE INDUSTRY»INCLUDINGIN THE FIELDS -
OF-REAFFORESTATION AND UTILIZATION. - -

HE WAS PROUD OF THE INSTITUTE’'S BREAKTHROUGH IN DEVELOPING USE -
OF Ol L PALM TRUNKS FOR MAKING OF PARTICLE BOARDS. ~= MORE’ .
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HE PRAISED THE INSTITUTE FORPROPERLY ORIENTING ITSELF TO APPLIED
RESEARCH RATHERTHaN ACADEMIC RESZARCH.

HE WAS SURE TIMBER INLUSTRY CIRCLES WOULD HELP FINANCE ITS
RESEARCH WORK AS THEY THEMSELYESSTOODTO BENEFIT FROM THE FINDINGS.
AT PRESENT THE INSTITUTE CHARGED ANOMINAL FEE FOR ANY RESEARCH ‘WORK
REQUIRED BY. THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

THE PRIMEMINISTERSALD THE GOVERNWENT WOULD TAKE IN MORE FOREIGN
EXPERTS TO MEET THE INGTITUTE'SINCREASING RESEARCH BURDEN. TWO OF
THE INSTITUTE'S 68 RESEARCH OFFICERS ARE FOREIGNERS.

EARLIER» HE WAS BRIZ“ED ON THE INSTITUTE'S ACTIVITIESBY PTS
DI RECTOR »0OR.SALLEH 4OHAMAD NOOR.

DATUKSERI DR. MAHATHIRWAS TAKEN ONA TOUR OF THE FORESTRY
MUSEUM »TIMBER EXHY 3LTION AND NURSERY. HE ALSO PLANTED A +MAGNILIA
MALAYA+ SAPLINGIMN YHE INSTITUTE COMPOUND AS COMMEMORATION OF HIB
VISIT . oo

THE PRIME MINISTER WAS ACCOMPANIED BY PRIMARY INDUSTRIES MINISTER
DATURK PAUL LEONG AND THE DEPUTY MINISTER BUJANG HAJ I ULIS .--BERNAMA

[ X4



	Mahathir - Forest (Bernama 11/06/1984)

