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coconuts,/-p
JOHORE’  BARU, Mon. -
‘Datuk Seri._RrMaha.t_Qir
%lXZ-6~~  has assured_ ___-._-A
IZrmers  that the GOV-
ernment had no plan to
replace coconut trees
with other crops.

On the other hand, he
called on the 100,000 coconut
farmers to plant quality see-
dlings as this would help to
improve their standard of
living.

I The .Prime Minister gave
this assurance during a 90-
minute meeting last Friday
with a delegation from thea
Ru,bbcr  S m a l l h o l d e r s
Association led by its presi-
dent, Datuk Ahmad  Arshad. _
.c.

\ .According to Dntuk Ah-. ‘sector  has become  too com-
mad, Dr Mahathir stressed pctitive and coconut milk
the need for transfer of tcch- ‘would open up a new field in

the usa& of coconuts.nology to the farmers and
called on them to diversify
the coconut market. .-

Hc proposed that a factory
be set up to process coconut. 1
milk for export  as this would
bcncfit farmers in the long
r u n .

Datuk Ahmad said this
was locical as the cookinr oil

’ Subsid-its
Hc said this was one of the

methods needed to improve
(the  living conditions of co-
c?nut  farmers, 80 per cent of
whom were Malays, and was
also in line with the national
a~l.iculturu~nolicy_(NAP)_.,

.

Many farmers had objcct-
ed to the idea  of replacing co-
conut with other crops as it
would be against the wishes
of their fore-fathers.

“The main w’orry of co-
conut farmers is the markct-
ing aspect. A coconut may
cost only 15 scn each in the
kampung but it may fetch up
to 70 sen each in towns

“The association is trying
to overcome this problem.

Another obstacle is the lack
of labourcrs to pick the co-
conuts as youths have de- I
serted their ka.mpungs  for
the bright lights in towns,”
said Datuk Ahmad.

To tackle  this problem, co-
conut farmers have ‘begun
contracting their picking
and unhusking and all they
had to do was to wait for
their “fruits of labour”.

Dr Mahathir, he -tided,
also pledged that the Gov-
ernment ,would  continue to
give subsidies to farmers,
especially padi farmers.

The Government, through
the National .I&ice  and Padi
Board (LPN) would ensure
that farmers really benefit-
cd from the scheme.

Datuk Ahmad said the
delegation also told the
Prime Minister that the
association wanted reprc-
sentation  in the various agri-
culture-based agencies to be
iricreased  from the current
20 per cent.

He said this would assist
th’e  Government in curbing
abuse of powers among of-
ficers.
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