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- _ iiast year 'but this has not
‘KUALA LUMPUR-;becn tabled in Parlia-

‘Mon. — The Forestry ‘ment yet. iFRI activities by its dir-
Rcscarch Institutel.. Hc was happy tenote:¢ctor Dr Salleh Mo-,
(FRI)is to be turned ithat the basic and applied,'th‘:‘v’::iggog%‘}gcfsh‘%g:‘}
into & statutory body rfﬁﬁierh carried O,Ut,by(',] ried out'by the institute.
;90 that it could play a was C1renbedl iy s said the Gov:
N f -towards practical ends: : :
bigger role in the de-i 1.ihat when the insti..croment would get for-
velopment of th e;‘i‘u.te had the necessary  CiBn experts as well as,
timber industry. sstaff would be able con.: Lrain local staff to; meet
Datuk Seri Dr Ma- tribute significant e jprtittalsanncrower
hattiir Mohamad said t0-' the timber iNAUStry, régditenmens:
ddytmilihis move was in'.. -, . - However the institute
‘line with stress on down- _ Rep| ant|ng las with other Gov-|
ktream activities and va- ;.. lernment was also facing
luc-added products and ~ HC alSO expected theithe problem of staff being'.
.would help FRI meet its manufacturers of timber-attracted by better salar-
manpower requirements dased products to be will-iies offered by the private
and develop further. ' ing to come forward to fi-'sector.
T h e Cabinet, i{ is*un- nance research oncethey Hc said the Gov-
iderstood, had alrcad ap: recognisedihe benefits.ernment could not match!
‘praved the proposal ¥o bey could reap by .doing the salarigs of the private,
tuyn the institute into a 89, =~ . sector and thus needed
A{ilj\tg}or‘y body in June. ThePrimeMinister;those who were willing to

crs after being bricfed on

was spéaking to report-

a

make'some sacrifices for
the nation.. L

The Prime Minister
said the profits from the,
timber industry were not
as high that from rubber
.and palm oil but they
were related and atten-
tion would be focused on
-research on the potential!
of using rubber and espe-
cially palm oil woods for.
walue-added products
when they are being
cleared for replanting.

He said those countries
whigh have expressed
concern over the clearing
of forests in developing
countries like Malaysia
should back that concern
by buying more value-ad-
ded products of the
timber industry.

Malaysia had also to
think of her income re-
quirements in managing
her forest resources. A
higher income from va-
lue-added timber-based
products could replace
the present income der-
ived from logging and:
would thus help decrease,
the extent'of logging acti-;
vifics.

He said the ban dn the
export of logs from Pen-,
insular Malaysia from
next year would not
make much of dent in her
foreign exchange earn-
ings as it was_only about
0.5 per cent of the current,
total log production.

He said most of the logs
‘cxﬁorted were from Sa-
bah and Sarawak.
Priinary Industries
Minister Datuk Paul
Leong had said yes-
terday that.the ban was
necessary to ensure that
‘the domestic demand for
logs was met. ’

Datuk’ Leong and De-
puty Primary Industries
‘Minister Encik Bujang
bin Haji Ulis also accom-
ipanicd the Prime Minis-
ter during his visit today.
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