Mal
today called on Mus-

lims in'the country to

reject extremists
and deviationists
and to hold fast to the
true teachings and
spirit of Islam.

In a Hari Raya mes-
sage to the nation carried
over Radio and Televi-
sion Malaysia tonight, he
urged Muslims to use the
fasting period for the
moulding of responsible,
tolerant and considerate
personalities.

Dr Mahathir said ‘alth-
ough Malaysia has a multi-
racial population, the
country bad, to date, not
faced many problems.

Muslims, he said, should

be thankful because alth- .

. “These people wish to Us

ough they only constituted
alf the population, they
- pressed
amad {ight, for

or re-
o Jth eir
legitimate rights.
“In fact, we hold the reins
of power and can generally

- determine our own future,

he said.

The Prime Minister said
there were, however, some
Muslims in the country who
were not thankful for being
spared the problems, diffi-
culties and hardships faced
by people. in some -parts of
the world.

. Open house

They had become arro-
gant and forgotten their si-
tuation as_they thought that
the standing and influence
of Muslims in the country
was guaranteed and could .
be taken for granted. -

i. women,

__food was halal,” he said.

their influence in carrving ouf their ati\;ities_in the
out what they interpret to he name of Islam while the
the teaching and tenets Of religion_itself never ex-,
Islam,” he said. horted its followers to do

Dr Mahathir said they 5%,
were guided by their arror ,, Although the Prophet

. ¢ i had
gance and lustful wishes Mupammad himsell iy
and not by Islamic rules Or members and friends, he

doctrine. . ‘did not divorce himself
_ Some felt that the tradi- :from them but, rather,
tional Malaysian .bractice of .sought their assistance in

holding open house during 'emergencies.

. . o h he
festivals salch as Hari Raya imatv:’}fe P‘:_‘;%}&‘i"g opr?g

‘Puasa and Hari Raya Haji {netitms nihachomes of his

were not in accordance with'jon-Muslim relatives fol-

Islamic teachings. 1owing his acceptance of
They were' of the opinion Islam.” he added.

that there was no place for _Islam is ndt for Mus-

IIQ/clJn-II\(Iuslimsdin ‘the Iri]ves of ”]r:nsi Or;'r)]/ db;: g?jrcﬁ“}gg
uslims and as such non- - .

Muslims should not visit ims have no right to act

A as if the religion was onl
Muslimsand vice-versa. theirs “givir?g them the
SUCh narrow Intel’pl’eta— priv”ege not to do anyth-

tions are not limited to these ing to allow others to en-
matters only.There &are reli- Joy tpe fruits of the reli-
glous teachers who “forbid gion.”
children eating food pre- M‘?S’im':/'sa{‘oatkh‘;gp L;:gg;j
D oY oDyt i o ine wiich
y - wou Ivorce them from
that they were not sure if the the mainstream of life,
by, 1d. . damage the image of Is-
In schools, ehildren lam or keep non-Muslims
‘with Islamic namesiaway from the religion.
‘t]?ut a/vfgose fe%tures dif-! He ‘03&11&1 9:‘1;3'\:3122
ered from that of Ma- Prove. in thei
lays were being undff:\noble’-,gharacteristics.
1 . some’meh would make Mus-
: gbgld?[St{%neel‘? b /. rertts lims examples for others.
‘Muslim status.

The Prime Minister
‘said these things hardly
occurred in the past but
were increasingly com-
‘monplace now and if al-
lowed to continue would
ilead to interpretations
and actions which could
‘disturb the peace and
harmony among Malay-
'sians.

He said a sad fact was
‘that these people carried
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