
out what they interpret Eo b;! name of Islam while the
the teaching and tenets Of religion itself never ex-,
Islam,” he said. horted  its followers to do

WUAqA LUMPUR, .ough they only con&i&ted
Fri. Datuk Se half the population, they

’ rei:e  dno:o”~i%??%lr  “t’h %iMaLh_a%&
todav called on Mus- lkgitimate  rig?hts.

lims3n:the country to
reject extremists
and deviationists
and to hold fagt to the
Que teachings and
spirit of Islam.

In a Hari Raya’ mes-
sage to the nation carried
over Radio and Televi-
sion Malaysia tonight, he
urged Muslims to use the
fasting period for the
moulding of responsible,
tolerant and considerate
personalities.

Dr Mahathir said ‘alth-
ough Malaysia has a multi-
racial population, the
country bad, to date, not
faced many problems.

Muslims, he said, should
be thankful because alth-,._

“In fact, we hold the reins
of power and can generally
determine our own future,”
he said.

Dr hahathir  said they’Soilthough  the Prophet
were guided by their arro-
gance and lustful wishes :~~~?$~.$ll~mfs~~~~~
and IlOt  by hh.miC  rules  Or members and friends, he
doctrine. ‘did not divorce himself

The Prime Minister said
Some felt that the tradi- !from them but, rather,

tional Malavsian txactice  of ,sought  their  assistance&
there were, however, some
Muslims in the country who

holding open ho&e’ during ie”;‘~~~~$;ever  heiid

were not thankful for beirig festivals such as Hari Raya  ‘that  the prophet stopped
spared the problems, diffi-

mass and HarL Raya  Haji ‘eating in the homes of bls

culties and hardships faced
‘were hot in accordance with &on_~usllm  rglatlves  fol-

by people. in some -parts of
Islamic teachings. ,lowing  his acceptance of

the world.
They were‘ of the opinion Islam.” he added.

that there was no place for Islam is ndt for Mus-
non-Muslims in ‘the lives of lims only but for all hu-

. Open houb Muslims and as such non- manity and as such MUS-
Muslims should not visit /lims  have no right to act

Muslimsand  vice-versa. as if the religion was only

They had become irro- “Such narrow interpreta-
,theirs  “giving them the

tions are not limited  to these
privilege not to do anyth-

gant tid forgotten their si-
tuation as they thought that matters only-There  Are reli-

Jng to allow others to en-
. _ _ _ _._ Joy the fruits of the reli-. I

the standing and influence glous teachers who forbid Won:
of Muslims in the country children eating food prer Dr Mahathlr urged

was guaranteed and could j,. w:omea.’  ‘giving the lexcusebe taken for granted. ~:;,~::.;::Y  :,
pare! by newly, ,co@xw~~~  ~~$~~$h~~~Pwah~~g

would divorce them from
I I , .:’ , that they were  not sure if the ,the mainstream  of #life,

“These people wish tb tise:>>L__food.A-_-_ was ha+,‘+  he, said.
“_:

damage the image of Is-
In schools, chi’ldr& lam or keep non-Muslims

‘with Islamic names’away from the religion.
‘but whose features dif-! He . called  pn them to
fered from that Owe Prove, In their llv? the
lays were being undu-lnoble’.~~~rda~t~~~s~~~~
.ly questioned by sOme/~$~xamples  for others.
about their parents’
‘Muslim status.

The Prime Minister
‘said these things hardly
occurred in the past but
were increasingly com-
.‘monplace  now and if al-
Jowed  to continue would
jlead to interpretations
and actions which could
‘disturb the peace and
hynTony  among Malay-

He said a sad fact w&8
‘that these neonle  carried
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