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K U A L A  LUMPUR,  J U L Y  1 7  (BERNAMA) - -  D A T U K  S E R I  DR,MAHATHIR
m T O D A Y  C R I T I C I Z E D  B R I T A I N  F O R  R E F U S I N G  T o  GRANT/AN  E X T R A
LONDON FLIGHT TO THE MALAYSIAN AIRLINE SYSTEM <HAS).  - ’

.‘< ..,; :.. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID T H E  N A T I O N A L  C A R R I E R  S H O U L D  B E  A L L O W E D
T o  M O U N T  R E G U L A R  S E R V I C E S  T o  MAJoR‘DESTINAiIoNS  OF THE WORLD
INCLUDING ,LONDON.  .,

H E  E X P R E S S E D  MALAYSIA'S R E G R E T  O V E R  T H E  iBRiTISH  CIVIL AVIATION :
A U T H O R I T I E S ’  R E F U S A L  T O  A L L O W  H A S  T O  O P E R A T E  A N  E X T R A  L O N D O N  F L I G H T
A T  T H E  SEMINAR ON MALAYSIAN-tiRITISH  INVSSIBLE  T R A D E  L I N K S  H E R E .

THE TWO DAY SEMINAR3  JOINTLY, ORGANIZED BY THE BRITISH INVISIBLE
EXPORTS COUNCIL AND THE COUNCIL OF MALAYSIAN’INVISIBLE  TRADE IS
A T T E N D E D  B Y  O V E R  300 INDUSTRIALZSTS  AND B U S I N E S S M E N  O F  B O T H
C O U N T R I E S  I N C L U D I N G  p-17 M E M B E R  D E L E G A T I O N  F R O M  T H E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M
AND TWO REPRESENTATIVES 9F THE BRITfSti,INVISIBLE  EXPORTS COUNCIL.

D A T U K  SERI DR.MAHATHIR  S A I D  T H E  P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  O F  C A L C U L A T I N G
FLIGHT.FREBUENCY  D E M A N D S  B A S E D  O N  P E R F O R M A N C E  W I T H O U T  P R O P E R

CONSIDERATION OF A MULTITUDE OF OTHER EQUAitY IMPORTANT FACTORS
WOULD NOT BRING ABOUT 'EQUITABILITY FOR COUNTRIES LIKE MALAYSIA.- --MOR
E
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+ W H E N  W E  H A D  N O  A I R L I N E  E V E R Y O N E  W A S  F R E E  T O  C A R R Y  OUR ., ‘1

P A S S E N G E R S  A N D  GOODS.;NoW  THAT WE HAVE AN AIRLINE3  T H E  R U L E S  O F ’ T H E
G A M E  H A V E  B E E N  C H A N G E D  A,GAIN A N D  A G A I N  T O  O U R  D I S A D V A N T A G E . *

i

DR.MAHATHIR”S~CRITICISH  C A M E  I N  T H E  W A K E  O F  T H E  R E C E N T ’ S T A T E H E N T
,I, ey T H E  BRITISH  S E C R E TA R Y  0,~ S TA T E  FO R  TRANSPORTS  DAVID  MITCHELL%  T HA T  :

B R I T I A N  W A S  R E A D Y  T O  A U T H O R I Z E  A D D I T I O N A L  F L I G H T S ,  B E T W E E N  M A L A Y S I A
AN0  T H E  UNITED  KINGDot  IF  T HE Y  A R E  JUSTIFIED  UN DE R T HE  A RR A N G EM EN T S

:
j

, A G R E E D  BETLlEEN  T H E  A E R O N A U T I C A L  A U T H O R I T I E S  IN R E F E R E N C E  T O  T H E
R E L E V A N T  T R A F F I C  F L O W S . I

H E  H A D  T O L D  THE, B R I T I S H  P A R L I A M E N T  T H A T  T H E  F O U R  R O U N D - T R I P ‘r, 1
S E R V I C E S  B Y  M A S  A N D  A N  E Q U A L  NUMBER.BY  BA ( B R I T I S H  A I R W A Y S )  W E R E ;
C U R R E N T L Y  A U T H O R I Z E D .

A C C O R D I N G  T o  HIM? T H E R E  A R E  I N S U F F I C I E N T  P A S S E N G E R S  W A N T I N G  T O
T R A V E L  B E T W E E N  T H E S E  T W O  C O U N T R I E S  T O  W A R R A N T  A D D I T I O N A L  F L I G H T S .

THIS STATEMENT HAS TRIGGERED' OPPOSITION FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS
H E R E  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  T R A V E L  I N D U S T R Y  W H I C H  C H A R G E D  BRITIAIN  W I T H
A P P L Y I N G  D O U B L E  .STANDARDS  iN C A L C U L A T I N G  T H E  L O A D  C A P A C I T Y  A S  A  :
F A C T O R  . I N  T H E  R E Q U E S T  EY HAS F O R  I N C R E A S E D  FLIGHTlFREQUENCY T O
L O N D O N .  --MORE . .~
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M A H A T H I R - M A S  3  K U A L A  L U M P U R
I

MAS CONTENDED THAT STATISTICS HAD SHOWN THAT THE
M A L A Y S I A N - B R I T I S H  A I R  A G R E E M E N T  A L L O W E D  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  F R E Q U E N C I E S
IF T H E  C O M B I N E D  P O O L E D  L O A D  F A C T O R  E X C E E D E D  69 P E R C E N T .

EXPLAINING MALAYSIA'S POLICY IN PROMOTING .TOURISMr DR MAHATHIR ‘:
S A I D  THATTHE  P R O M O T I O N  O F  T O U R I S M  A S  A S  M A T T E R  OF.NATIONAL  RRIORITY.

’ WAS SET IN THE CONTEXT OF A B A L A N C E D  P R O M O T I O N  T O  A T T R A C T  D O M E S T I C . .
TRAVELLERS9  R E G I O N A L  T O U R I S T S  A N D  LONG D I S T A N C E  T O U R I S T S .  .’

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A D D E D  T H A T  DEClSIONS  HAD’BEEN  .TAKEN T O
.\ I

I M P R O V E  T H E ,  A P P R O P R I A T E  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E ’ F O R  T R A V E L  B E T W E E N  M A L A Y S I A ’
A N D  H E R  NEIGHBOURS9  AS WELL,AS  T O  P R O V I D E  F O R  Q U A L I T Y  A C C O M M O D A T I O N

A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  FAClLITIES  I N  M A L A Y S I A . ’ I
HE,EMPHASIZED  T H A T  A  N E C E S S A R Y  I N G R E D I E N T  O F  T H E  T O U R I S T

PtROMOTION  PROGRAMME IS T H E  E X P A N S I O N  O F  T H E  F L I G H T  F R E Q U E N C Y  A N D
C O N N E C T I O N S  B E T W E E N  M A L A Y S I A  AND THE REST OF THE WORLD.

+IT I S  T H E R E F O R E  O F  T H E  H I G H E S T  P R I O R I T Y  T H A T  O U R  N A T I O N A L ’ A I R
CARRIER9  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  ASRLSNE  SYSTEM9  .IS A L L O W E D  T O  M O U N T  R E G U L A R ’
S E R V I C E S  T O  M A J O R  D E S T I N A T I O N S  O F  T H E  W O R L D  ‘ I N C L U D I N G  LONDON3  TOKYO. , ’
SYDNEY?  A N D  B O T H  C O A S T S  O F -  TH,E U N I T E D  S T A T E S .  - - M O R E
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DR M&,HATHlR Sk’Ifi’ fHAT ~fiONG..THE  M A N Y  INVISI%hkSr  AGG?E’;2:;~:
P R O M O T I O N  OF T O U R I S M  B Y  F A R  O F F E R E D  T H E  BEST“j?ROSPECTS  FOR-  ,
SIGNiFICANT  A N D  EfiRLY  .RESULTS.

E X C L U D I N G  P A S S E N G E R  F A R E S  ‘9 M A L A Y S I A N S  SF’ENT Mh1 BILLZON.ON
T R A V E L  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  A B R O A D . ,  I N W A R D  TOWRlSM  EA\RN,ED  A B O U T -  w&HALF’- _

T H I S  A M O U N T  L A S T  Y E A R . . .~

H O W E V E R  s H E  L A M E N T E D  T H A T  C O M P A R E D  WXTH-  6THiff  -ASEAN  .COUNTRZES9  --
M A L A Y S I A  H A D  Y E T  T O  E X P L O I T  I T 5  FULL P O T E N T I A L  F O R  TOURISM - NOT~JUST
F R O M  O V E R S E A S  TRAYELLERS,  BUT FROM MALAYSIAN TRAVELLERS  .AS W E L L 9
WHICH9  HE ADDED9 . W O U L D  S.AVE 0N V A L U A B L E  FQ’REIGN  E X C H A N G E : . ,_ _. /

T O  A P P R O A C H  T H I S  i-VAST  AREA-F E F F E C T I V E L Y ,  - T H E  P R I M E  MIN,ISTER ‘.
SUGGESTED THAT LARG’E SCALE -PLANNING BE UNDERTAKEN’ AT NATIONAL LEVEL
T O  E N S U R E  T H E  .GTW~~-EDGED  SWORD+  OF T O U R I S M  W A S  PROtdOTED  -, ;
SYSTEMATICALLY AND PURPOSEFULLY Y C O N S I S T E N T .  GSITH  T H E  P R E S E R V A T I O N  OF ,
N A T I O N A L  V A L U E S  AN! T H E  N A T I O N ’ S  C U L T U R A L  HE.RXTAGE.’ . . .-
- - M O R E . . : -
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