
J U L Y  22. (BERNAMAS--DATUK S E R I  D R . M A H A T H I R  M O H A M A D  T O D A Y
INV::;A:;LAYSIAN A N D  F O R E I G N  INSESTORS T O  PA%?i%?E~%ii~
DEVELCPMENT O F  T H E  F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y  OF LABUANv  E S P E C I A L L Y  I N
E X F O R F - O R I E N T E D  A N D  T O U R I S M  I N D U S T R I E S .

H(IWEVER  9 T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N H E N T  W O U L D
W E L C O M E  T H E I R  PARTICTPATION  O N  A  F I R S T - C O M E - F I R S T - S E R V E  B A S I S  A N D
E A C H  W O U L D  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  I N D I V I D U A L L Y  A N D  O N  ITS OWN M E R I T S .

S P E A K I N G  T O  P O T E N T I A L  I N V E S T O R S  F R O M  P E N I N S U L A R  M A L A Y S I A  A N D
SAEAH A T  A S P E C I A L L Y  C A L L E D  M E E T I N G  HEREI H E  S A I D  T H A T  L A B U A N  H A G
A L L  - T H E  POTL:NTIALS  T O  B E C O M E  O N E  OF T H E  M A J O R  D E V E L O P M E N T  A R E A S  IN_
T H E  COUNTRY7 B E I N G  L O C A T E D .  S T R A T E G I C A L L Y  A L O N G  A  .MAIN SEA AND’AIR
R O U T E  B E T W E E N  E A S T  A N D  W E S T .

T H E  E N T R E P R E N E U R S  A N D  B U S I N E S S M E N  W E R E  S P E C I A L L Y  B R O U G H T  TO T H E
I S L A N D  B Y  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  H I M S E L F  W H O  H A D  W I S H E D  T O  S E E  T H E
I S L A N D  D E V E L O P  A S  R A P I D L Y  A S  POS5IBLE IN V I E W  O F  I T S  S T R A T E G I C .
P O S I T I O N  A N D  I T S  S T A T U S  A S  A  F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y . I

D A T U K  S E R I  DR.. M A H A T H I R  SAID T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  P R E P A R E D  T O  :,
P R O V I D E  T H E  N E C E S A R Y  F A C I L I T I E S  R E Q U I R E D ,  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  R E C L A M A T I O N ,
O F  ABOIjT lr200  H E C T A R E S  O F  L A N D  A R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D , - - M O R E
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M A H A T H I R  2  L A B U A N
T H E  R E C L A M A T I O N  W A S  F O U N D  T O  B E  N E C E S S A R Y  A S  M O S T  O F  T H E  L A N D

H A D  B E E N  A L I E N A T E D  M U C H  E A R L I E R .
‘>:, B E I N G  A S M A L L  B U T  V E R Y  B E A U T I F U L  ISLAND1 T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAJD
;. IT W A S  M O S T  S U I T E D  F O R  L I G H T  INDUSTRYl  H O T E L  I N D U S T R Y  A N D  T H E

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  S H O P P I N G  COHPLEXES.THE  C O N C E N T R A T I O N  O F  H E A V Y ”
INDUSTRIES WOULD NOT BE COMPATIBLE IN SUCH A SITUATION.

HOWEVER.9 HE NOTED THERE WAS ALREADY S0ME HEAVY INDUSTRIES:
S I T U A T E D  O N  T H E  RANCHA-RANCHA  I N D U S T R I A L  E S T A T E  W H E R E  A M O N G  T H E ‘\
MAJQR O N E S  F  F  C A H A J N T T F S N E B N -  U  JQUTIQ E  X E Q L U  E  F  CATHZA/  ‘F
JtlNITTSE F DIPNP M C F  H H J N T T A  T S I W T F N S E I A U H J S O D F M A I N E D  B E A U T I F U L
AND,CLEkN  AND NOT DISFIGURED,

DATUK SERI  DR.  MAHATHIR THEN ADMITTED THAT THE ISLAND WAS N O T
WITHOUT PROBLEMS? AMONG THEM SHORTAGE OF LABOUR  WATER ‘SUPPLY AND
L A N D . - - M O R E .
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‘,’ HE SAID THE WATER SUPPLY PROBLEM WAS BEING ,TAKEN  CARE OF NOW
WHILE LAND SHORTAGE WOULD BE OVERCOME BY RECLAIMING LAND AROUND THE
IGLAND  AND MIGRATION WORKERS WOULD BE USED TO SOLVE THE LABOUR
SHORTAGE.

HE ALSO SAID WHILE THE GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO PUT UP MOST OF
THE AMENITIES1 IT  WAS PREPARED TO E N T E R T A I N  R E Q U E S T S  F R O H ’ T H E
I N V E S T O R S  T O  P R O V I D E  U T I L I T I E S  I N  T H E I R  O W N  A R E A S  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T .

O N  F O R E I G N  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  LABUANI  D A T U K  S E R X  D R .  MAHATHIk  S A I D
THOUGH THEIR PARTICIPATION WAS MOST WELCOME BUT THEIR REQUEST.‘AND,
PROPOSAL WOULD HAD TO BE CONSIDERED INDIVIDUALLY AND ON I’ikRITS.

THE GOVERNMENTr  HE SAID3 MIGHT THEN DECIDE WHETHER TO!ALLQ,W THEM
-TO flAKE 1 0 0  P E R  C E N T  I N V E S T M E N T  O R  W I T H  L O W E R  E Q U I T Y  DEPffMDING  O N  T H E
,_JYPE OF INDUST,RIES THAT T H E Y  P R O P O S E D  T O  9ET UP ON THE ISLAND. ,

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID’THE G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  K E E N  O N  L O C A L  A N D
hOREIGN  I N V E S T O R S  S E T T I N G  U P  E X P O R T  O R I E N T E D  IMDU8TRICE.S  O N  L A B U A N

ISLAND AS THEY WOULD PROVIDE THE MUCH. NEEDED FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR
THE COUNTRY l - -MORE ~. ,.
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M A H A T H I R  G LAeUAN
fjN T H E  S E V E R A L  S M A L L E R  I S L A N D S  SURRONDING  LABWAN?  D A T U K  SERX D R .

M A H A T H I R  S U G G E S T E D  T H A T  T H E Y  B E  D E V E L O P E D  I N T O  T O U R I S T  R E S O R T S  O R ’
W I T H  O T H E R  I N D U S T R I E S  W H I C H  T H E  1NVESTORS  T H I N K  W E R E  M O R E  S U I T A B L E ;
T H E  I S L A N D  A R E  PfJLAU KURAMANy P U L A U  R U S U K A N  DESAR  A N D  KECIL, PULAU
PAF’AN, P U L A U  SURUNG A N D  P U L A U  DAHAT.

ON T H E  C L E A N L I N E S S  0F T H E  ISLANDr H E  S T R E S S E D  T H A T  T H E  I N V E S T O R S
T H E M S E L V E S  W0WLD  BE REG?U~REII  TO F I N A N C E  .THIS A S P E C T  S U C H  A S  P R O V I D I N G
L A N D S C A P I N G  AROUND T H E I R  F A C T O R I E S  A N 5  I N D U S T R I A L  S I T E S .

11lJ  T H E  PART  0F T H E ’  G O V E R N M E N T ?  H E  SAIP IT NOULD  E N S U R E  T H A T  T H E
IS,LAND W O U L D  DE L O O K E D  A F T E R  CJELL A N D  A S  F A R  A S  P O S S I B L E  WOWLD  T R Y
T O  C O N V E R T  I T  I N T O  ’ A  N I C E  B I G  G A R D E N ’ B Y ,  P R E S E R V I N G  A S  M U C H  O F  T H E
N A T U R A L  t2EAUTY 0F T H E  I S L A N D .

EARLIERI FEUERAL T E R R I T O R Y  MXNZSTER  DATUK SHAHRIR,  AR-DUL SAMAD
S A I D  T H E  MEET‘IIIG W A S R E F L E C T I V E  O F  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ’ S  I N T E N T I O N
F O R  GREATEQ  C?tOPERATION  BETRWEEN  T H E  P R I V A T E  A N D  PUPOLIC  S E C T O R S  A N D
T H E  INJECT;.0N  OFFWEETU  VLCEPKUCYIESIUEFCS  T D F L O P M E N T  OF T H E
C O U N T R Y  ANQ LAi3UAN  PARTXCULARLY  . - -  HORE.
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M A H A T H X R  5  LAelJAN
P R E S E N T  A T  THE1 C L O S E D - D O O R  +BRAIN S T O R M I N G +  S E S S I O N  W E R E  SAt3AH

C H I E F  MINIS;‘ER D A T U K  H A R R I S  S A L L E H ‘I D E P U T Y  F E D E R A L  T E R R I T O R Y
M I N I S T E R  ENCIK AtjMAD S H A H  TAMBAKAUv D E P U T Y  N A T I O N A L  A N D  R U R A L
D E V E L O P M E N T  M I N I S T E R  H A J  1 Y A H Y A  LAMPONG,  S A B A H  I N D U S T R I A L
D E V E L O P M E N T  M I N I S T E R  DATUti  C L A R E N C E  M A N S U L  A N D  .THE DATUK BANoAR OF
K U A L A  LUMPUR DATUti D R .  E L Y A S  OMAR.

T H I S  MORNINGr T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  L E D  T H E  E N T R E P R E N E U R S  I N  ” .
T O U R I N G  T H E  I S L A N D S  EY A I R  A N D  L A T E R  T O O K  T H E M  ‘ T O  P U L A U  K U R A M A N
W H I C H  W O U L D  B E  D E V E L O P E D  A S  A  B U N K E R I N G  C E N T R E  F O R  S H I P S  AND’TANKERS
P L Y I N G  T H E  F A R  E A S T  RQUTE.

DATUii CUERI D R .  MAHATHIR A N D  H I S  E N T O U R A G E  WHICH’INCLUDED  H I S
W I F E  9 GATIN S E R I  Dr-7TUC-i  PADUKA D R .  SIT1 H A S M A H  ALLI W I L L  V I S I T
SANDA~~AN  T~~MOilROW,
---PERNAMA.
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