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n K U A L A  LUMPURv J U L Y  2 6  ,(‘BERNAM,A)  -.- -D.A~uK,‘;Si.RI D R .  MAHATHI,$  ‘. ”
MoHAflAD T O D A Y ’  S T R E S S E D  T H E ,  N E E D  F O R  A  BA’L’ANCED  M O D E R A T E ’  A P P R O A C H  T o :’
-HiOR ,MUSLIH CIVILISATION  T o  ACHIEVEITS .DESTINY A N D  A  SECO’ND .I
U P T U R N .

/” + A  C E R T A I N  AMOUtkOF’SELF-CRITICISM  ISA P R E R E Q U I S I T E , +  TilE
PRIME MINISTER SAID WHEN’OPENING  THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL SEMXNAR ON’ ’
ISLAMIC T H O U G H T  AT;THE  A S I A - P A C I F I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  C E N T R E  (APDC) H E R E ,

+WE M U S L I M S  M U S T  L E A R N  T.0 B E  H O N E S T  WITH’OURSELVES.  W E  N E E D . T o
H A V E  A  B A L A N C E D  A P P R O A C H  T O  T H I S  W O R L D  A N D  H E R E A F T E R , +  H E  S A I D ,  :‘.’

D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  IN V I E W  O F  T H E  C,HANGES  I N  R E C E N T ;
DECADES, IT WAS I M P O S S I B L E  T O  R E C R E A T E  T H E  W O R L D  O F  T H E  E A R L Y  YfI’ARcU. .;

’ C F  ISLAM. 1
I +wE SHOULD REORCANISE ouft PoLITICAL~ SOCIAL  AND’ECONOMIC LI,FE IN .

A,.wA~  T HA T  FULLY~NCORPORATES  T H E  I N J U N C TI O N S  OF, ISLAM’ T O  E N S U R E  TH A T
‘A SOC1ALLY.HEALTHY.v  P O L I T I C A L L Y  C O H E R E N T  A N D  E C O N O M I C A L L Y  E F F I C I E N T

‘( A N D  VIGOROUS:UMMAH”  W O U L D  EMERGE5  A B L E  ,TO +.FAcE  A L L ’  CHALLCNGESI+  H E
S A I D . - -  M O R E  ‘. \
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T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  I S L A M I C  I N J U N C T I O N S  MUs.7 B E  G I V E N3.
P R A C T I C A L  coNTENTy.AND  T H E  I M P L I C A T I O N S  E X P L A I N E D  I N  CONCR,ETE T E R M S ,  ’ -

’ B E F O R E  T H E Y  COULD B E C O M E  OPERPTIONAL  IN ECONOPIIC I ORGANISATIONS  O F ‘.
: * M U S L I M  C O U N T R I E S ’ .

.HE S P O K E  O F  T H E  N E E D  F O R  A ’ G I G A N T I C  I N T E L L E C T U A L  A N D  I M A G I N A T I V E , ‘.
E F F O R T  I N V O L V I N G  D E E P  I N S I G H T  I N T O  T H E  O B J E C T I V E S  A N D  SCOPE’OF’THESE. -

. . $NJUNCTIONS A N D  P O I N T E D  OUT, T H A T  +TO RET,REAT  A N D  W I T H D R A W  F R O M  M O D E R N  ;
‘SOCEITY IS TO DENY THAT'ISLAM IS FOR ALL TIMES.+ ‘.

H E  S A I D  I F  M U S L I M S  F A I L E D  T O  OpERATIONALISE‘INJUNCTIONS, WII’H
R E F E R E N C E  T O  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  REALITY9  THEY,WOWLD  NOT.‘BE  ABLE TO,,+AN

>‘EFFECTIVELY’FOR  T H E  F U T U R E .
+THIS I S  T H E  R O O T  .CAUSE O F  T H E  PREs$lT  P R E D I C A M E N T  O F  MUSL,IMSr+ :

‘HE.SAID  A N D  A D D E D  T H A T  MUsLIMS  H A D  N O T  O N L Y  F A I L E D  T O  L I V E  up T O
I 'ISLAM B U T  A L S O  ,TO A  L A R G E  E X T E N T ,  F A I L E D  T O  A P P R E C I A T E  .ITS ,

U N I V E R S A L I T Y .
+WEv T H E  M U S L I M  UMMAHl  HAVE, T O  M A K E  A  CONscIoUS  DECISION’WHETHER.

-TO.REMAIN  IN A C O N S T A N T  S T A T E . O F  TENSION9 B E T W E E N  L I V I N G  IN THE;PAST %
A N D  O N L Y  S U P E R F I C I A L L Y  C O M I N G  T O  T E R M S  ,WITH T H E  C~ONTEMPORARY  WORLDr,

,OR,WHETHER  bE W I L L  O P T  F O R  A N  I S L A M I C  FUTURE,:  T H E R E B Y  REDIREC?ING  i
O U R S E L V E S  T O ,  T H E  O R I G I N A L ,  P A T H  OF I S L A M , +  HE. S A I D .  -$lORE,.- ..-- _<._
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rrAtiATtiXR - ISLAk  3 KUALA LUMPUR ‘.

wREMEMCEH ALWAYS  T H A T  XSLAH, W H E N  I i  C A M E ,  W A S  A  MODERNISING
F O R C E  T H A T  F)ROUGHT  G R E A T N E S S  T O  T H E  E A R L Y  FOLLOUERS  OF THE F A I T H =

/ G R E A T N E S S  I N  T H E  F I E L D  O F  ECONOMYI  INDUSTRYI l’HE SCIENCESI  T H E  A R T S
A N D  M I L I T A R Y  PROWESSr4  H E  S A I D . .

+

1 ’ DATUK  SERI D R . M A H A T H I R  S A I D  M U S L I M S  W E R E  NOW I N  A C U T E  S O C I A L ,
I E C O N O M I C  A N D  P O L I T I C A L  AGONY* YET MANY OF T H E M  H A D  A D O P T E D  S T R A N G E L Y

A  F A L S E  S E N S E  O F  S E C U R I T Y - -  R E A D I N G  T H E  QURAN  W I L L  B R I N G  T H E M
+T,IIAWAB+  [PLESSINGS)  EVEN IF T H E Y  D O  N O T  U N D E R S T A N D  O R  P R A C T I S E  ITI ,
GC,!NG OUT ON TABLEGH  CPROPAGATION)  WILl  S E C U R E  A  P E A C E  O F  P A R A D I S E ?
WR\TING P A M P H L E T S  O R  P R O P A G A N D A  S H E E T S  W I L L  W I N  S U P P O R T  F O R  I S L A M .

4WE M U S T  ENSURE  T H A T  I S L A M  I S  R E S P O N S I V E  T O  THE, I M M E D I A T E 2

- / RIDUIREMENTS A N D  C O N C E R N S  O F  M O D E R N  MAN9  4 HE SAID.
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  .LSLAM  DID N O T  O N L Y  M E A N  T H E  CAPA,BILITY  T O  E X P L A I N

A  HADI?H,r  O R  O U T L I N E  T H E  M E C H A N I C S  O F  C E R T A I N  R I T U A L S  O R  RECf.TE~:JTHE
V E R S E S  O F  T H E  OURAN  B U T  A L S O  T H E  C A P A C I T Y  T O  EXRLAIN A N D  P U T  INJO

P R A C T I C E  XTS DYNAMIC A N D  V I B R A N T  C O N C E P T S  I N  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  SO’CIETYr
H E  A D D E D .

‘I ‘H,E S A I D  -rwo GREAT  CH A L L E N G E S  F AC I N G  M U S L I M S  WERE ‘To  R E CR E A T E  A.. .
L I V I N G  CIVILISAYION  O F  ,ISLAM  T H A T  W A S  O N C E  DYNAHIC,AND  THRIVI’NG, #ND --’

J O  H A K E  A  P O S I T I V E  C O N T R I B U T I O N  T O  T H E  PREDIC+lLNT  F A C I N G  M A N K I N D ; ‘ ,
--MORE I
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q. TH E  P R I M E  MINISTER  S A I D  T H E  CU R R E N T  TR E N D S  ZNDICATED  T H A T  M U S LI M

S O C I E T Y  W A S  H E A D I N G  T O W A R D S  A N  A I M L E S S  F U T U R E .  +UNLESS S O M E T H I N G  Is
D O N E  NOW, T H I S  T R E N D  I S  L I K E L Y  T O  CONTINUE9 P U T T I N G  M U S L I M S  I N  G R A V E
D A N G E R  O F  B E I N G  S E P A R A T E D  F R O M  T H E I R  FAITHI+ HE S A I D .

T H E  M U S L I M  UMMAH  COULD NOT C O N T I N U E  L Y I N G  JNACTIVE  LIKE A
S T A G N A N T  L A K E
--+ F U L L  O F  P O T E N T I A L  R E S O U R C E S  Y E T  POLLUTEDv+,HE  S A I D . ‘:

S T R E S S I N G  T H A T  T H E R E  W A S  N O - E S C A P E  F R O M  P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E ?
D A T U K  S E R I  DR, MAHATHIR’SAID A P R A C T I C A L  B L U E P R I N T  FOR.IMPLEMENTATION
O F  I S L A M I C  SYSTEPI  N E E D E D  T O  B E  W O R K E D  O U T  T A K I N G  I N T O  ACCO;kJNT  T H E
YOLITICAL  REALITIES O F  T O D A Y ’ S  W O R L D .

HOWEVERr  P L A N N I N G  IN T H E  MUSLI?i  C O U N T R I E S  M U S T  BE MORE THAN A
PROJECTION INTO THE FUTURE <OF TODAY’S DOMINANT TRENDS. +UE NEED TO
M A K E  A  C A R E F U L  C R O S S - I M P A C T  A N A L Y S I S  B E T W E E N  V A R I O U S  PRIORITIESr
P O L I C I E S  A N D  P L A N N I N G  AND.VARIOUS  P A R A M E T E R S  O F  M U S L I M  THOUGHTS’AND
CRITERIA?+ H E  S A I D . ’

HE URGED THE SEMINAR TO PLAN FrjR REFORMING AND. MOVING ISLAMIC
‘ T H O U G H T  F O U A R D  IN SPECIFIC A R E A S  GlITH  A PROPER SCALE OF PAIbRITfES
A S  A  S T E P  TOWARDs A C H I E V I N G  T H I S  P L A N N E D  F U T U R E . - - M O R E
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tiAHATHIR  - I S L A M  3’KUALA  L U M P U R  (LAST)

DATUK  S E R I  D R .  MAHATHIR SA I D  I N  D E V E L O P IN G  A  F R E S H  U ND ER S T AN D I N G

QF I S L A M  I I N  A D J U S T I N G  T O  CHANGE9 T H E  M U S L I M S  U M M A H  N E E D E D  A  N U M B E R
O F  I N T E L L E C T U A L  T O O L S ‘  I N C L U D I N G  SCHORLARSHIPS  A N D  UNIVkRSITY
T E X T B O O K S  I N  E A C H  D I S C I P L I N E  WHICHqWOULD  A L L O W  YOVNG’ H U S L I M
I N T E L L E C T U A L S  T O  Q U E S T I O N  T H E  P R E S E N T  A P P R O A C H E S .

H E  S A I D  T H E  A I M  O F  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  INST.I’TUTE  OF’ISLAMXC
T H O U G H T  TO,PRVDUCE  T E X T B O O K S  I N  A L L  T H E  D I S C I P L I N E S  S H O U L D .  6E
S U P P O R T E D .

‘ABOUT-‘90  PARTPCIPANTS  F R O M  1 4  COUNTRIEs  - -  FRANCE9 UNJTED
STATES7 IRANIINDIA, PAKISTANr  S A U D I  A R A B I A ,  JORDAN*  EGYS?T9’  CANADA9
T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S 9  SYRIAr KUWAXT~BRUNEI  A N D  M A L A Y S I A  A R E  A T T E N D I N G  T H E
S E M I N A R  ORGANISED B Y  T H E  I N S T I T U T E  YITH THE.COOPER,ATION~OF  T H E
M A L A Y S I A N  M I N I S T R Y  O F  C U L T U R E ?  Y O U T H  A N D  S P O R T S .

A  T O T A L  O F  23 W O R K I N G  P A P E R 8  W I L L  BE D I S C U S S E D  A T  T H E  S I X - D A Y
S E M I N A R . --DERNAMA. ., _
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