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preach  to Islam are the
prerequisites for the revi-
val of the civilisation.

“For Muslim civilisation
to achieve its destiny ‘and
exoerience  a second UD-
turn, a balanced approach
to Islam and a certain
amount of self-criticism is a
~.er~p,“,‘~s+& ” the Prime

“We must learn to be hon-
est with ourselves. We need
a balanced approach . we
must seek eood both in this
world and the next,” he Said
;~;~ro~$n~~a$;T$dg;;

: at the Asia-Pacific Develop-
ment Centre here.

“We~.should*r~organise
our political, soc&l’and  eco-
nomic life  in a’ way j that
would fully into orate the
injunctions of Is% m to en-
sure that a Socially healthy,
politically coherent and
economically efficient vig-
orous ummah would
emerge, able to face all
challenges,” he said.

tions explained in concrete
terms before it could be-
come operational in the eco-
nomic organisation of Mus-
lim countries.

Muslims, Dr Mahathir
added, would r uire much
more effort an“8 stren$h
for a better future “for od
does not change the fate of
a Society unless they make
an effort to change it them-
selves.”

“We Muslims’must make
a c o n s c i o u s  d e c i s i o n
whether to remain in a con-
s tan t  s ta te  of  tens ion ,
between living in the past
and only superficially com-
ing to terms with the con-
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mic future, and redirectin

CritiCiSing  Muslims who
took pride in their i no-
rance, he reminded tt em
that the Muslims were i n
acute Social,  economic and
political agony.

“Yet many Muslims,” he
said,“have  a d o p t e d  a
Strangely false sense of se-

curitv: th’at readine the-‘-  auirementsand-concerns  of .__ to continue, putting the

towards establishing ‘!a
thriving and dynamic so’
ciety as there could only be
a hereafter for us if we sur-
vive as Muslims.
’ “For when ‘Muslims have

; been wiped out or forcibly
separated from their faith,
;F~,~can be no hereafter,”

D r  M a h a t h i r  a l s o  s a i d
that to establish Islam and
enSure  that it was respon-

sive to the immediate ,re-

.

modem man, Muslims must
look for leading issues.

“We must look for leading

He added that the two
great challenges- facing
Muslims were the re-cre-
ation  of a living Islamic civ-
ilisation and making posi-
tive contributions to the
oredicament facing man-*
kind.

However, he said, Mus-
lims must plan what sort of
future they envisaged’ for
themselvesbecause current
trends showed that Muslim
sdciety~.+.uies beading
towardqan aimless future.

“Unless .somethin
-done pow this trend is_ ..,- __

Muslims in ‘grave danger of
being separated -from their
faith “he Said.

HL stressed that if Mus-
lims really wanted an Isla-
mic order thev must exa-
mine every aspect of mod-
em life from the perspec-
tive of Islam and make
necessary corrections.
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plementation of the Islamic
svstem be worked out, tak-
itig into account the practi-
cal realities of todav’s
world. ;..

However, he said, plan-
ning in the Muslim. coun-
tries -must be more’tban a
projection into the future of
today’s dominant trend, oth-
erwise it would not achieve
its objective.

“Possible greatness in the
years ahead will depend on
the greatness of our vision
of the future..~. _.. 1 _... ~..._
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‘While we may fall short
of our goals, we must not
allow any deficiency in the
claritv and articulation of
our &ion ” he Said

Dr Mah&ir alsospoke  of
the need to deveiop tradi- ‘-
tion of Muslim scholarship
with those of modem meth-
ods of study and research in .
developing a fresh under<
standing of Islam.

“We need to analyse‘what
:_

changes are desirable in i
Muslim society. -

“We must aim to develop i
an awareness of the future :
and an Islamic perception
which can relate the teach-
i n g s  of Islam to current, -
problems and me,et  the,:.
conu;g challenges .oP ‘the.;

“Once we have become :
sensitised to this percep-
tion, we are equipped to an-
alyse modem problems in
the light of the Quran  and
the Sunnah.‘~_  _
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