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/Datuk Seri Dr Mahw
-&ama&  suggested today that
c%reer women at ,,.certain le-
vels and in- certain sectors
should perhaps stop working
when they had more children
and  the i r  husbands  were
ear’ning enough .‘to support
the entire family. .

The Prime Minister said this was
because their role as mothers was
vital in family development.

Giving priority to family develop-
ment. hc added, was one  of the strate-
gies towards achieving the Govcrn-
mcnt’s policy of a 70 million population
for the country in 115 years’ time.

The family, hc said, was the founda-
tion of a society or a community.

“It is here that women  as mothers
and educators in the home  can play a

achieved independence had brought
about social changes that had thrca-
tcned culture, unity, traditibn and reli-
gion.

The values of women had, therefore,
been  influenced by economic and social
progress.

Dr Mahatbir pointed .dut-  that deve-
lopmcnf could be achieved without dis-
carding cultural values, tradition and
religion.

“That is why I am stressing the im-
portancc of family development to cn-
sure a stable family life and a genera-
tion that is healthy, intelligent,
courteous and disciplined that will be-
come responsible citizens.”

Dr Mahathir said that while the Gov-
crnment encouraged and was proud to-
see more  women embarking on careers
in the various fields. it was neverthe-
less concerned over the imbalance be-
twecn the need for progress, in family_ . .

key r.o!e,”  he sajd when opening  a na:, ..$ devqlopment  and economic and ‘social d o m e s t i c  h e l p e r s . ” -.<. _,
.plX@CS~  faced’.by  SUCCCSSfUl w o r k i n g , .  ’ :’ While  the Govern&ent.,A$& hippy
women:.

Praising women for their ability to
with national development’ in terms of

carry out dual responsibilities at work
its infrastructure and physical pro-

and at home, he said appropriate steps
gress, he sa$I it was, however, sad-

must, however,  be adopted to enable. . .
mothers to discharge their family  .re- :

tional-lcycl  contcrcnce ot women23  or- 3:
ganisations at the National Institute of
Public Administration (Intan).

Hc was accompanied by his wife, Da-
tin Set-i  Dr Siti Hasmah.

The Prime Minister said transitions
that had occurred since the country
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sponsibilitics while pursuing.their  car?.cers. ‘I,, I ‘;.‘.:,c’.  ‘;
He. said part of the probltm  faced  by

wom&?could  be so1ved  by “ove@Qming
the current psychology ‘that ‘ha& ,in-. .
fluenced  our women  ‘and society:,

He cited, as an example, the growing
number of women who had begun
breastfeeding their babies as a result of
campaigns highlighting the benefit of
doing so.

Dr Mahathir said similar campaigns
should be undertaken to set women to
“care for their children w%en the situa-
tion permits.”

In the past women were able to carry’
out various jobs besides raising chil-
dren and looking into the welfare of
their families.

However, with changing times more
I

and more women began working and
this had forced career women to look
for domestic hclpcrs to care for their
children.

“Children become ‘neglected  when
they are being looked afterby different

increasing number Of they are society’s cons-
vounrr people had become cience.;.**

Dr Mahathir said the,
.GQvernment  would con-
tin%~to,  give attention to

women in the _.

led on women to
nsideration ,to$

they tiere+not  left behind.
’ Th.e:cgnf&ence  is joint-

ly‘lorgtini:se?d  by the.
I
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“MQF  need  the suPP?rt  , Pr@-+Mi&ter’s  Deparb
of women ln the bullding  1 me&he National  Board,
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