SHAH ALA‘ Thurs. — The
Government cannot -afford to
succumb to : criticisms against
its, industrialisation projects as
doing so weuld mean economic
retardation,’ the Prime Minister

.

said. today.
Stressing that the Government knew
well what it was doing, he said that if it
gave ‘in’ to such criticisms ‘we T«vﬂldo
n thing at all in Malaysia.’ o
atuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad '
Who had earlier visited the national car,
pla“nt, was asked for his views 0N criti-g
cisms against the Government’'s indus-
trialisation projects. . ’

He*told reporters. that if the Gov-
ernment had acted on the criticisms,
there would be “no industries, no plan-
tations...in fact no mdependence as this,
would be regarded as useless.

+ “Imagine what Malaysia would be|
like if we had followed their advice. We
will be without industries.

“The critics are telling us not to make
tyres as it is premature, not'profitable.,
They tell us not to have foreign invest-,
ments as we lose money. In fact) they
tell us not to do anything at all,%he said.

Acknowledging that criticisms were
to be expected in a democratic'society,
Dr Mahathir said the Government
would not, however, shut itself comple-
tely from what the ‘critics had to say.

He said “some very learned people”
had, for instance, criticised the Govern-
ment's import substitute industry, the
palm oil, heavy and light industries.

“We listen:to them. as it is very inter-
esting. I'm quite sure.they ‘know what
they're talking about..and we feel, we
are also sure of what.” we're talking
about. | find .that nothing we do ‘is.
right..there |s always somebody saying;
something... O e |
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