
P M  D I S S A T I S F I E D  W I T H  FARMER%FISHERMEN’  L I V I N G ,  E T A N D A R D
%!s @ ‘.

$SERDANGr  A U G .  3  C B E R N A M A  E S ) - -  DATUK  SERI D R .  M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD
SAIq T O D A Y  H E  I S  CLSSATISFLED  W I T H  T H E  STAN,D~~~O-F-Lo-~-O-F-F~-RMERS
A N D  iFISHERMEN  W H O  R E M A I N  I N  T H E  P O V E R T Y  G R O U P  S T I L L .

URGING  T H E M  TO CHANGE  T HE I R  WAY OF  L IF E  TO, t3~.-pN PAR WITH
OTHEjRSr  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  D R A W N  U P  V A R I O U S
STRCJTEGIES  TO OVERCOME POVERTY IN T H E  N A T I O N .

W I T
STA D A R D  O F  LIVING1  H E  S A I D .

Pi\S I

OWEUERl T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  E F F O R T S  W O U L D  N O T  B E  S U C C E S S F U L
O U T  WILLY.NGNESS  O F  F X S H E R M E N - A N D  F A R M E R S  T O  U P G R A D E  T H E I R

E  S A ID  H E  D I D  N OT  W AN T  T O  S E E  TH E M  L I V E  LLKE’THEY  DID IN ’  T H E

A N D  U R G E D  THEM T O  B E  PRE,PARED T O  CHANGE.THEIR  W A Y  O F  L I F E  A N D
RESdGND  TO THE 1UATLON’S  CHALLENGES W H I C H  W O U L D ’ B E C O M E  M O R E  F O R M I D A B L E
BY

4

H E  Y E A R  2000  O R  2 9 0 0 . ’
W E  M U S T  C H A N G E  O U R  W A Y  O F  L I F E .  W E  C A N N O T  L I V E  LL’KE  10% 5 0  O R

1 0 0  ,YEARS A G O . +
+IF W E  A R E  N O T  P R E P A R E D  Td C O M P E T E  ;O I M P R O V E  O U R  LIFE, 'WE: 'WILL

BE LEFT B E H I N D  A N D  GONTINUE  T O  L I V E  I N  POVERtyI+  H E  SA I D  WHEN
LAUNCHING N A T I O N A L  FARbIERS’,  A N D  F I S H E R M E N ’ S  W E E K  A T  UNIVERSITL -
PERltANIAN  MAL.AYSIA  H E R E ,

$N CONJUNCTXON  ldll”H T H E  CELEBRATIONSI  AN. .‘INTERNATfONAL
AGRiCULTURAL  E X P O S I T I O N  - -  A G A S I A  ‘ 8 4  - -  I S  H E L D  A T  T H E  UPM,

’ P A R  ICIPATED  B Y  2 0 0  C O M P A N I E S  F R O M  p18 C O U N T R I E S  A S  W E L L  A S -  31 .
GOV $ R N M E N T  BOQXES.

”
A T U K  S E R I  DR.MAHATHIR  S A I D  T H A T  A L L  T H E  S E M I N A R S ,  SYI’IPOSIUMS

A N D  !RESEARCHEQ T O  I D E N T I F Y  T H E  C A U S E S  O F  P O V E R T Y  W O U L D  B E  U N A B L E  T O
OVE C O M E  THE,PROBLEMS  O F  T H E  F A R M E R S  A N D  F I S H E R M E N  I F  T H E Y  D I D  N O T
H E L  T H E M S E L V E S .

B

T H E R E I S  N O  P O I N T  I N  I N V I T I N G  E X P E R T S  TO’PRES’ENT WbRKING
PAP R S  O N  POVERTYl.WITH RECOMMENDATIbNS  T O  TH’E *GOVERNMENT O N  W A Y S  T O
ERA I C A T E  POVERTYI IF T H E  F A R M E R S  A N D  F I S H E R M E N  .DO  NOT WANT,TO  C H A N G E
T H E R  W A Y  O F  LIFE34 HE A D D E D .
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E  S T R E S S E D  T H A T  W I T H O U T  T H E I R  CO-OPERATIONI  A L L  S T R A T E G I E S  TO

H E L  T H E M  W O U L D  F A I L .
--MCjRE
l8lJMST 0 3  aa c34_
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*‘PM D I S S A T I S F I E D  2  S E R D A N G

;HF: S A I D  IT W A S  j\ F A C T  T H A T  P O V E R T Y  E X I S T E D  E V E R Y W H E R E  - -  E V E N
C O U N T R I E S  W H I C H  S H O U L D  H A V E  BEEN A B L E  T O  D I S T R I B U T E  T H E I R  W E A L T H

P R O B L E M S  OF P O V E R T Y .
P R I M E  tlINI.STER S A I D  T H I S  CLEA.RLY S H O W E D  T H A T  P O V E R T Y ,-.

D E P E N D E D  O N  N O T  G O V E R N M E N T  P O L I C I E S  OR D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F
B U T  (THE A T T I T U D E  OF’THE F A R M E R S  T H E M S E L V E S . 9”.
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IHE ALSIS T O L D  O F  H O W  T H E  GOVERNMENT,OF  A  D E V E L O P I N G  COUNTRY9 ‘,’ j
T O  CHEG RY T H E  P L I G H T  O F  T H E  S Q U A T T E R S  LN I T S  CAPITA&I  E M B A R K E D  @i A s.
H O  SING  S C H E M E  F O R  T H E M ,

IJI
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HOWEVERv N O T  S O O N  AFTER9  THE S C H E M E  D E V E L O P E D  INTO A  S L U M  A R E A  *
H  T H E  H O U S E S  N O T  M A I N T A I N E D  BECAUSE THE PEOPLE COULD N o 7  A F F O R D  T o

DO $0.
P R O B L E M  W A S  AGGRAi’ATED  WITH T H E  A R R I V A L  O F  RELATIVES  F R O M

R  A N D  F A R  T O  L I V E  WXTH T H E  SQUAtTEN’s.
T H E  S Q U A T T E R S  R E V E R T E D  T O  THEIR  QRICINA’L  C O N D I T I O N S  A S

C O U L D  N O T  A F F O R D  T H E  EXPl$JDITURE  ,REQUIRED  TQ L,IVE -IN T H E  S C H E M E .
~DATUK  SERI DR .  MAHATHIR SAI,D  TH A T  I N  A  DEVELOPIM,~,  NATIONS  I T

WAsi  A FACT THAT THE LEVEL OF LIVING STANDARD BETWlZEN’.?HE  R U R A L  A N D ’
IIRbM  A R E A S  ChLD  N O T  B E  MADE T H E  S A M E . .I

Ii 1.1  LJ C. V E: P 7 I.1 t-1 5 A I D Y 7’ ti E S T A N D A R D  O F  LXVING OF THE.l*t%RMERS A N D
,FISHERMEN  CcjU1.D B E  U P G R A D E D  I F  T H E Y  C H A N G E D  T H E I R  METHODS~OF  F A R M I N G

A N D  FXSHING AND, J O I N E D  C O O P E R A T I V E S .
H E  S A I D  T H A T  U N D E R  T H E  N A T I O N A L  AGRICULTUdE  POLICYI.  S C A T T E R E D

KAtlPUNGS W O U L D  B E  I N T E G R A T E D  I N T O  S M A L L  TOWNS,THAT W.OULD  E N A B L E
F A R M E R S  A N D  FISHERM_EN T O  S E E K  O T H E R  W3RK  IN F A C T O R I E S  T H A T  U S E D
M A T E R I A L S  F O U N D  L O C A L L Y .

‘ U N D E R  T H E  POL’ICY, H E  S A I D  9 ,THE G O V E R N M E N T  A L S O  ‘HQPED T O  R E D U C E
TH6 N E E D  F O R  MANlrOWER  T O  W O R K  T H E  F A R M S  W I T H  T H E  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F
MACjtiINERY  ‘I F9LLOWING T H E  I N T E G R A T I O N  O F  T H E  S M A L L  F A R M S  A N D  PADI
FIELDS_  INJii ESTA’TES. .
--BERNAMA  E S
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