PM DISSATISFIED WITH FARMERS +FISHERMEN LIVING, ETANDARD
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+ BERDANG» AUG. 3 CBERNAMA ES) -- DATUKSERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SAID TODAY HE IS LISSATISFIED WITH THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF FARMERS
AND (FISHERMEN WHO REMAIN IN THE POVERTY GROUP STILL. .

URGING THEmM TOCHANGE THE I R WAY OF LIF e TO BE.ONPARMWITH
OTHERSa THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD DRAWN UP VARIOUS
STRQTEGIES TO OVERCOME POVERTY IN THE NATION.
QWEVERy THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS WOULD NOT BE SUCCESSFUL
WITHOUT WILLINGNESS OF FXSHERMEN-AND FARMERS TO UPGRADE THEIR
STANDARD OF LIVINGs HE SAID. o
E sAD HE Dip NoT w aAaNT 70 SeEe THeEwm rLive LIKE THEYDID IN’ T H E
PAS‘ AND URGED THEM TO BE RREPARED TO CHANGE THEIR WAY OF LIFE AND
RESROND TO THE NATION'S CHALLENGES WHICH WOULD'BECOME MORE FORMIDABLE
B HE YEAR 200G OR 2900. )
1 WE MUST CHANGE OUR WAY OF LIFE. WE CANNOT LIVE LIKE1Qy 50 OR
00 'YEARS AGO.+ . o .
(t*_IF WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO COMPETE TO IMPROVE OUR LIFEs WE WILL
BELEFT BEHIND AND CONTINUE to LivE IN POVERTYs+* HE SalD WHEN
LAUNCHING NATIONAL FARMERS’ AND FISHERMEN'S WEEK AT UNIVERSITI -
PERTANIAN MALAYSIA HERE,
INCONJUNCTION WITH THE CELEBRATIONSs AN INTERNATIONAL
AGRICULTURAL EXPOSITION -- AGASIA ‘84 -- IS HELD AT THE UPMy
ICIPATED BY 200 COMPANIES FROM 118 COUNTRIES AS WELL AS- 31
GOVERNMENT BODIES.
ATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT ALL THE SEMINARS, SYWMPGSIUMS
AND ?RESEARCHES. TO IDENTIFY THE CAUSES OF POVERTY WOULD BE UNABLE TO
OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS OF THE FARMERS AND FISHERMEN IF THEY DID NOT
HELRTHEMSELVES. .
THERE IS NO POINT IN INVITING EXPERTS TQ ‘PRESENT WORKING
PAPERS ON POVERTY)» WITHRECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT ON WAYS TO
ERAOICATE POVERTYs IF THE FARMERS AND FISHERMEN DO NOT WANT TQ CHANGE
THELR WAY OF LIFE++ HE ADDED.
E STRESSED THAT WITHOUT THEIR CO~QPERATIONs ALL STRATEGIES TG
HELPTHEM WOULD FAIL.
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HE SAID IT WAS 4 FACT THAT POVERTY EXISTED EVERYWHERE -- EVEN
RIGH COUNTRIES WHICH SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DISTRIBUTE THEIR WEALTH
FAWRLY HAD PROBLEMS OF POVERTY.
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS CLEARLY SHOWED THAT POVERTY
DICATION DEPENDED ON NOT GOVERNMENT POLICIES OR DISTRIBUTION OF
LTH BUT ‘THE ATTITUDE O0F THE FARMERS THEMSELVES.
HE ALSO TOLD OF HOW THE GOVERNMENT OF A DEVELOPING COUNTRY
TO CHEDBY THE PLIGHT OF THE SQUATTERS IN ITS CAPITALs EMBARKED QNA
HO SING SCHEME FOR THEM,

HOWEVER» NOT SOON AFTER» THE SCHEME DEVELOPED INTO A SLUM AREA °
WI H THE HOUSES NOT MAINTAINED BECAUEE THE PEOPLE COULD No7 AFFORD To
Dml Ol

{THE PROBLEM WAS PGGRAVATED WITH THE ARRIVAL OF RELATIVES FROM
NE R AND FAR TO LIVE WITH THE SQUATTERS.

FINALLYs THE SQUATTERS REVERTED TO THEIR QRIGINAL CONDITIONS AS
THEY COULD NOT AFFORD THE EXPENDITURE REQUIREDTQ LIVE IN THE SCHEME.

1DATUK SERI Dr . MAHATHIRSAID tH a1 1N A DEVELOPING NATIONs |7
NAS A FACT THAT THE LEVEL OF LIVING STANDARD BETNEEN ‘THE RURAL AND
URBIAN AREAS CHULD NOT BE MADLE THE SAME.

HuWLVER: WL SAI1Dy THE STANDARD OF LIVINGOFTHE FLARMI-R‘% AND
'FISHERHENCOUL L BE UPGRADED IF THEY CHANGED THEIR METHODS OF FARMING
AND FIGHINGAND JOINED COOPERATIVES.

HE SAID THAT UNDER THE NATIONAL AGRICULTUREPOLICY! SCATTERED
KAMPUNGS WOULD BE INTEGRATED INTO SMALL TOWNS THATHWOULD ENABLE
FARMERS AND FISHERMEN TO SEEK OTHER WORK IN FACTORIES THAT USED
MATERIALS FOUND LOCALLY.

‘UNDER THE POLTICY» HE SAID » THE GOVERNMENT ALSO HOPED TO REDUCE
THEI NEED FOR MANPOWER TO WORK THE FARMS WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF
MACHINERY» FOLLOWING THE INTEGRATION OF THE SMALL FARMS AND PAD1
FIELDS. INTO EGTATES.
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