MAHATHIR-FAS gy (9
. PFTALING..LAVA, AUWG. 2 5 “(BERNAMAY-- DATUK SERI DR  MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD - TODAY CHALLENGED PAS TO A PUBLIC DEBATE WITH UMNO ON- ALL
TOPICS INCLUDING THE ASSIMILATION OF ISLAM IN THE NATION'S
ADMINISTRATION. ‘
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID T H E QEBATEs COULD BE TELECAST LIVE BY
TELEVISION MALAYSIA IF THE OPPOSITION PARTY SO DESIRED.

XT COULD BE HELD PREFERABLY WITH, PAS VICE- PRESIDENTHAJIIHADI
AWANG AND UMNO WOULD NOMINATE SOHEONE WHO WOUuULD DEBATE WITH HIM- ON
ISLAM.

HE GAID HE WAS WILLINGTO DISCUS‘B HITH HAJI HADI TOPICS LIKE
GLOBAL ECONOMICS » INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS A N D MEDICINE."

+1 AM ALSO WILLING TO TALK. WITH PAS ON SOLVING THEIR PARTY -
PROBLEMB AND THEIR CONFUSIONS. UMNO WILL WANT . A- DEBATE WITHHIN
(HAJIHADI)Y OVER TELEVISION IF HE WANTS, TO. " . .

I AMsHOWEVERs NOT WILLING TQ TALK NITHHIM ON’ ISLAH AS HE 1S
MORE COMPETENT IN THAT' FIELD -ANDWILL MAKE' USE OF JITTO DISTORT THE
FACTS AND MAY CONFUSE MEs+ HE TOLD REPORTERS, AFTER OPENING THE SIXTH ~
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE KOOP BERSATUs AN UMNO COOPERATIVE

SOCIETYs AT THE 3UBANG VIEH HOTEL NEAR HERE. -—HORE .
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT IF HAJIHADL INSISTED ON A

.DEBATEONISLAM»UMNO WOULD NOMINATE A SPEAKER WHO COULD, ARGUE WITH

HIM  ON T H E GAME . TERMS, =8
+1FHE WANTS TO TALK WITHME ON WORLD ECONOMICSs INTERNATIONAL - r
AFFAIRS AND OTHER THINGS INCLUDING” HEDICINE! OKAY +I CAN DISCUSS
(THESE)YWITH HIM.

4+BYT IF He THINKS HE caN ONLY' DISCUSS AR E AS WHICH He .
UNDERSTANDS SETTER THAN | DO‘»HELL»”WEHAVE PEOPLE WHO CAN ARGUE WITH
HIM CON THESE MATTERS) ALSQ + '

HE WAS COMMENTING ‘ON HAJI HaDT! SINTERVIEWHITH 4 HONG -, _
KONG~BASED MAGAZINE ALLEGING THAT PAS HAD REPEATEDLY ANDOPENLY.
OFFERED ITS HAND OF COOPERATION BUT UMNO WAS ARROGANT. ) L

+1 MYSELF MhNTIONEDINTHE TERENGGANU STATE ASSEMBLY THAT WE
AREWILLING TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT. WE NANT TO
ToLK THINGS QVER.BUT THEY ARE ARROGANT»+ HAJLHADI WAS, QUOTED 7O

HAVESAXD IN THE INTERVIEW .IN THE: HM‘:’AZINE s LATEST EDI TI ON WHICH 18
NOW AVAILABLE LOCALLY,,; =~MORE:
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIRY WHO IS UMNO PRESIDENTy DID NOT SEE WHY -
HE SHOULD DEBATE WITHHAJIHARION ISLAM.

HE STRESSED THAT HE WAD NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT AS FAR AS +MY
ISLAM+ IS CONCERNED.

ASKED WHETHER XT WOULDBETTER IF HE DEBATED WITH USTAZ HADI ON
ISILAMy THE PRIME MINISTER RESPONDED: +IT IS IMPOSSIBLETO ENLIGHTEN
HIM(HAJIHADIYBECAUSEHE INSISTS ON SAYING THE WRONG THINGS EVEN
IF IT IS 0BVIOUS.+

HE ALSOCHIDED PAS FGR i-i-s RECENT STATEMENT THAT UMNG SHOULD BE
THE ONE TO i.IST0OUT ITE€ STRATEGIES FOR ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
AS UNNO WAS THE PARYY GIVEN THE MANDATE BY THE PEOPLE TO ADMINISTER
THE COUNTRY. .

FTHEY (PAS LEADERSIAREALWAYS SAYING UMNO IS NOT DOING
* SOMETHING’ . WELL TELL US WHAT THAT "SOMETHING' IS THAT WE ARE NOT
LOINGy+ HE SAID.

SHE PRIMEMINISTER THEN LISYED OQUT THE/PROJECTS CARRIED OUT IN
THE INTERESTS OF MUSLIMS IN THE COUNTRY INCLUDING BANK ISLAMs THE
ISLAMIC INSURANCE SYSTEMINTERMATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY AND THE
s561mILIATIONOF | SLAM C VALUES IN THE ADMINISTRATION. )

»BUT OF COURSE PASHAS BLINKERS ON. THEY ONLY SEE WHAT THEY
WANT T SEE . + —~MORE
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THE PRIMEMINFSTER EXPRESSED HPS CONCERN GVER THE RECENT WAVE
OF EXTREMISTACTIVITIESIM THE COUNTRY PROPAGATED BY CERTAIN GROUPS
OF PEOPLE” ‘
+WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT EXTREMIST ACTIVITIES BO NOT DISRUPT
THE LIFE OF MALAYGIANS  +HE ADDED.
THEACTIVITIES INTLUDED REFUBAL BY SOME RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS TO
FIAVE THEIR PUPILG SING. THE NATIONAL ANTHEHM.
HE SAID HE WOULD COMMENT ONTHIS WHEN HE OBTAINED THE FULL
REPORT.
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