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P E T A L I N G  JAYA, ,AUG., 25  CBERNAMA)-- PAs Is .4 &IoNALI~ST  PA R T Y
AND' HAS  N E V E R  B E E N  A N  ISLAMI-C  ‘ONE7 D A T U K  SERI D R .  M A H A T H I R  MOHAMA&
S A I D  T O D A Y . - - -

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT WAS WRONG,OF  PAS L E A D E R S  T O  M A K E
CLAIMS T H A T  THE18  gAt?TS  WAS AN ISLAflXC  ONE.

* P A S  H A S  A L W A Y S  B E E N  A  N A T I O N A L I S T  P A R T Y  A N D  N O T  A N  I S L A M I C
PARTYI+  HE TOLD REPORTERS A F T E R  O P E N I N G  T H E  S I X T H  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L ’
M E E T I N G  O F  KOOP B E R S A T U --. A N  U M N O  COOPEHATlVE  s@CI,ETY -- AT T H E
S U B A N G  V I E W  H O T E L  H E R E , I-

DATUK S E R I  D R . .  MAHATHIR’S  COMMENTS  CAME PN,THE  WA K E  O F  A  R E CE N T
S T A T E M E N T  B Y  PAS LEADERS THAT THEY C O U L D  N-EVER COME TO AN AGREEMENT
W I T H  UMNO  AS UMNO W A S  A  N A T I O N A L I S T  P A R T Y  W H I L E  P A S ’  STRUGGGLE  WAS
B A S E D  y3N I S L A M I C  P R I N C I P L E S .

‘HE ARGUED THAT,  IF PAS W A S  T R U L Y  AN ISLAMIC PARTY,  IT SH0UL.D BE
OPERATING  IN AF’GHANISTANv  L E B A N O N ,  S O U T H - E R N  R U S S I A  ,ANI)  O T H E R  P L A C E S
WHERE THE MUSLIMS WERE O P P R E S S E D ,

+BUT P A S  O N L Y  UPERAI’ES  IN M A L A Y S I A  A N D  XTS.MEMBERSHIP  IS (
C O N F I N E D  T O ’  ONLY O N E  SINGLE COMMUNITY. ’ 5

+ IN FACT!  T H E  P A R T Y  I S  C O N F U S I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  SO M U C H  SOmTHE
P U B L I C  THINKS THAT YOU_ MUST BE A MEMBER OF T H E  P A R T Y  ( P A S )  B E F O R E -
B E C O M I N G ’  A  M U S L I M . + - - M O R E
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MAHATHIR-NATJONiLLST  ‘ 2  PETALIPG-JAYA  .  . , ---.,.

( DATUK SERf DR:‘MAHATHIR  SAID H E -  ti,?S LOOkING~  INTi, R E C E N T  C A L L S -  B Y
S E V E R A L  U M N O  L E A D E R S  T H A T  .THE G O V E R N M E N T  SHOUL.0  BAN POLITI.CAL P A R T I E S
F R O M  USING THE WORD +ISLAM+  XN NAMING T H E I R  P A R T Y .

HE SAID HE H A D  R E C E I V E D  A  M E M O R A N D U M  F,ROM  MELAKA  C H I E F  M I N I S T E R
D A T U K  S E R I  AB’DUL RAHIM THAMBY C H I K  W H O  C O N T E N D E D  ,THAT THE U S E .  O F  T H E

‘\WORD +ISLAM+  IN T H E  N A M E S  O F  P O L I T I C A L  P A R T I E S  C O U L D  D I V I D E  T H E
M U S L I M  COMMUNITY~AND  ‘ C R E A T E  OPPDRTUNJTIES  FOR T H E  L E A D E R S  O F  T H E ’
PARTIES TO M A K E  U S E  O F  T H E  .NAME  ,FOR THE;A O W N  I N T E R E S T S .

+I H A V E  T O  S T U D Y  T H E  F U L L  ~M~P,LICATlON  O F  THE’MATTEV.  SN FACT9  1
,NEED’TSME l-0 S T U D Y  I T  A S  I T  I S  A  S E R I O U S  M A T T E R . ’

+I CAN,‘T  S A Y  I T ,  IS A  GdOD O R  BAD P R O P O S A L .  I DON! Tt M A K E  ,A ‘_
; DECISION. AFTER A ;TEA PARTY,+ HE ADGED  W H E N  P R E S S E D  W H E T H E R  H E  WqULo
: jCONSIDER S U C H  A  B A N .  ---BERNAMA ,,’.
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