MAHATHIR gy @

KUALALUMPUR, SEPT. 2 (BERNAMAY .. TH CTS OF THE
E-ONOMIC POLICY(NEP) SHOULD BE MEASURE THER WITH EHI:_FOLITICAL
?T?i"\f{“” THAT IT HAS ACHIEVED, pATUK GERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID
(R &) 2 e e s e

WHILE THE GOVERNMENT WOULD ADMIT ‘FREELY THAT RESTRICTED ECONOMIC
GROWTH WAS ONE OF THE BY-PRODUCTS OR FALL-OUT OF ‘THENEPsZOMRPARISON
SHOULD NOT BE MADE WITH THE HYPOTHETICAL GROWTH IF THE POLICY WAS NGT
IN THE WAYs THE PRIME MINISTER SAID.

HE WAS OPENING THE 38TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIAYED
CHINESE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES OF MALAYSI&U(ACCCIM)
HERE.

HITIINGOUT AT CRITICS OF THE NEP WHO SAID THAT THE POLICY
RESTRICTED ECONOMIC GROWTH, HE SAID THEY FAILED TOACCEPT THAT THAT
WAS THE COST THE COUNTRY HAD TO PAY FOR | TS POLITICAL STABILITY.

“NGTINVESTORS WOULD TAKE THE RI SK OF INVESTING IN A POLITICALLY
UNSTABLE COUNTRY BUT WHEN THE GOVERNMENT DEVISED POLICIES TOEMSURE
POLITICAL STABILITYs ONE CONVENIENTLY FORGOT THE IMPORTANCE
POLITICAL STABILITY WASTOBUSINESS AND, BY EXTENSION: TOECONOMIC
GROWTH, HE SAI L?.

+THE FACT IS THAT EVERYTHING HAS A COSTM\;DPOLITICAL STABILITY
IS NO EXCEPTION«+ HE ADDED.-- MORE
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DATUK SERI D R MAHATHIR SAILID THAT TO ATTALN POLITICAL SFAB@.IT‘(, )
THE PRICE. WHICH THE COUNTRY HAD TO PAY WAS A, SLIGHTLY n*fswm"rrn
GROWTH.

+PUT THAT RESTRICTED GROWTH IS FAR BETTER THAT THE KIWD OF CHAOS
WE SEE TODAY IN COUNTRIES WHERE THERE IS NC! POLITICALGTARBILITY»+HE
Sail.

HE POINTED OUT THAT BUSINESS COULD NOT SURVIVE, MUCH LESS
PROSPERY IN A CLIMATE OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY.

*WE HAVE TO ACCEPT SOME RESTRICTIONS INECOMOMIC GROWTH BECAUSE:
THE ALTERNATIVE I8 NOT GREATER GROWTH BUT MORE LIKELY NQGROWTH AT .
ALL,+ HE' SAID. BING

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE NEP'S TWIN TARGETS OFRESBTRULTULY
SOoCiETY AND POVERTY ERADICATION WERE ACTUALLY SET IN ORDER THa
THERE WOULD BE, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STABILITY IN THE cou’vmv*T‘_

HE SA1D THE = GOVERNMENT WOULD DEARLY LOVE TQ STAY .WITH JUST TEN
PRINCIPAL ROLE OF MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER SO THAT EVERY CITI A
COULD GO ABOUT HIS BUSINESS W THOUT FEAR AND OBSTRUCTION,puT THE
PEOPLE KEPT ON URGING THE GOVERNMENT TO GET INVOLVE INCTHER
ACTIVITIES.

+EVEN THE BUSINESS PEOPLE, WHO BELIEVE COMPLETELY IKREREE

ENTERPRISE? ARE NOT ADVERSE TO REQUESTING THE GOVERNMENT T&
INTERVENE IN - ORDER TO SAVE ‘THEIR BUSINESS:+ HE SAID. -~ HORE
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+WE ARE FOREVER BEING ASKED TO RAISE OR LOWER TARIFF5:70 .
PROTECT LOCAL INDUSTRIESs TO REGULATE BUSINESSF‘ ACTICES, TO
FORMULATE LAWS AND RULES TO KEEP FRAUDS AT BA&Y AND AHOST OF OTHER
THINGS++ HE SAID.

BEING A RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENTs HE ‘SAID, IT HAD TO TOALIE -‘YTHF;
INCREASING ROLE IT WAS ASKED TO FLAY AND ADDED THAT NAT;ONAH FION
AND SOCIALISM EMERGED BECAUSE BUSINESSMEN FAILED TO BE FA&IR: ;h.mnu
EXCERCISE THEIR RIGHTS WITH RESPONSBILITY. ‘

+IF THE GOVERNMENT GOES INTO THE PRIVATE SECTOR AREA: IT' IGNOT
BECAUSE IT WANTS TOs BUT BECAUSE FAILURE TO DO §0 ‘MAY LEADTO
CONSEQUENCE5 WHICH ARE BAD FOR EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE BUEINESSMEN,
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. -

*IF THERE IS INEQUITABILITY BECAUSE OF THE FAILURE OF
BUSINESSMEN TO EXCERCISE RESPONSIBILITY » THE GOVERNMENT HAS TOMOVE
IN IN ORDER TO FORESTALL DISTURBANCES THAT CAN DESTARIL1ZE THE
ECONOMY s + HE ADDED.

DATUK SER.1 DRMAHATHIR SAI D HE WAS GLAD THAT OF LATE THE &CCIHN..
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF TAN SRI WEE BOON PING HAD BECOME WORE
SENSITIVE TO NATIONAL POLICIES AND HAD SHOWN GREATER DESIRE TO ACT
IN CONFORMITY WITH THEM:

*THE ACCXM | S | N MORE FREQUENT CONTACT W TH THE GOVERMMENT»

WHICH HAD ENAPLED A’ GREATER DEGREE OF PRODUCTIVE. INTERM’TIONTH:‘.YI‘%
BENEFICIAL TO BOTHSIDES: HE SAID.~~BERNAMA..
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