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KUALA  LUMPUR, S E P T .  2  (BERNAMA., - -  T H E  E F F E C T S  >OF T H E  N E W ’ .
E.:ONOMIC POtICY f:NEP:j S H O U L D  B E  M E A S U R E D  T O G E T H E R  W I T H  THE P$_~T~CAL
iiTftDJL1TY  T H A T  I T  H A S  A C H I E V E D , OATUK ljERl O R  MAHATHER  thHAMAD S A I D
T i? I! A Y. . _..e

W H I L E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  NOULD A D M I T  ‘ F R E E L Y  T H A T  R E S T R I C T E D  ECON0M.T.C
G R O W T H  W A S  O N E  O F  T H E  B Y - P R O D U C T S  O R  F A L L - O U T  O F  .THE MEPI COMPARPSON
S H O U L D  NOT BE MADE WZTH  T H E  H Y P O T H E T I C A L  G R O W T H  LF THE i30LICY  W A S  N G T
IN T H E  WAYr  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D .

H E  W A S  O P E N I N G  T H E  3i3TH A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  ASSOCIAHED
C H I N E S E  C H A M B E R S  O F  C O M M E R C E  A N D  I N D U S T R I E S  O F  MALAYS2A  CACCCIW>
H E R E .

HI,@%lG 0UT A T  C R I T I C S  CJF T H E  N E P  W H O  SAID T H A T  T H E  Pc)LICY
R E S T R I C T E D  ECONOMIC,GR!OWTHv  H E  S A I D  THE,Y F A I L E D  T0  ACiXPT  T H A T  T H A T
WftS,.T,-jE C O S T  T H E  C O U N T R Y  H A D  T O  P A Y  FOR ITS POLITICAL  S T A B I L I T Y .
-Q M0’ I N V E S T O R S  W O U L D  T A K E  T H E  RISK O F  I N V E S T I N G  IM A  P O L I T I C A L L Y

U N S T A B L E  C O U N T R Y  B U T  W H E N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  D E V I S E D  POLICIES’80  l.3SUR-E
POLLTICAL  STABILITYI  O N E  C O N V E N I E N T L Y  F O R G O T  T H E  IMPBRTCANCE
P0LI-TICAL  S T A B I L I T Y  #AS  TO EUSXNESS A N D ,  B Y  EXTENSIONr  PO ECOHOMlC
GROWTH, HE SAIL?.

+ T H E  F A C T  IS T H A T  E V E R Y T H I N G  H A S  A  CQST AiD POLITXCALSTABILPtj
I S  N O  EXCEPTIONv+  H E  A D D E D . - -  HORE
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-DATUK  SERi  D R  MAHATHSR SAID THAT.,TO’  ATTAX..) POLZTICA~  STAB&*ITY,  ,.
THE PRICE. WHXCH THE COUNTRY HAD TO PAY WAS A, SLlGHTLY RESTRXWED  ., .
GR&TH.

+EtUT  THAT RESTRICTED GROWTH IS FAR BETTER THAT THE KXND OF CHAOS
W E  S E E  T O D A Y  1N C O U N T R I E S  W H E R E  T H E R E  I S  N C !  POLJT1CAL  SThBTLTTYr+  WE
SAlI).

H E  POINTEO O U T  T H A T  B U S I N E S S  C O U L D  N O T  S U R V I V E ,  M U C H  L E S S
PROSPERI I N  A  C L I M A T E  OF’POLITICAL  I N S T A B I L I T Y .

* W E  H A V E  T O  A C C E P T  S O M E  R E S T R I C T I O N S  1N ECONCQjXC  G R O W T H  tiECAUSE  ’
T H E  A L T E R N A T I V E  IS N O T  G R E A T E R  G R O W T H  B U T  M O R E  L I K E L Y  N0 GROtiTH AT .
A L L , +  HE. S A I D .

T H E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  SAID T H E  N E P ’ S  TISIN T A R G E T S  0F RESTRUCTU
50CiETY  A N D  P O V E R T Y  ERADlCA’Ti0N  W E R E  A C T U A L L Y  S E T  IN O R D E R  Ti-lA
T H E R E  W O U L D  B E ,  POLLTICAL.  AND E C O N O M I C  S T A B I L I T Y  I N  T H E  ,COUtiTWY

HE SAID THE' GQVERNMENT WOULD DEARLY LOVE TO, STAY .MX”iH J U S T
PPSNClPAL ROLE O F  M A I N T A I N I N G  L A W  ANO’QROER  S O  T H A T  E V E R Y  CETI
C0ULD G!‘:, ABOUT H.IS BUSiNESS WITHOUT FEAR AND OBSTRUCTSONs  ‘BUT
PEOPLE K E P T  O N  U R G I N G  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  T O  G E T  I N V O L V E  IN CT-HER
ACTIVSTIES.

+EVEN T H E  B U S I N E S S  P E O P L E ,  W H O  B E L I E V E  C O M P L E T E L Y  IN Fyi?E
E N T E R P R I S E ? ARE NOT ADVERSE T0 REQUESTING THE G O V E R N M E N T  4~.
1:JTER’JENE  IN,ORDER TO SAVE ‘THEIR BUSINESSI+  HE SAID. ‘--- ;P’iORE
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+WE ARE FOREVER BEING ASKED TO RAISE OR LOWER TARSFF6s  7-b .
PROPECi LOCAL INDUSTRIESI  TO REGULATE BU5INiZSS  PRdCTECESr TO
FORHU!_ATE  LAWS AND RULES TO KEEP FRAUDS AT B&Y AND A HOST OF OTHE5
THINGS?+  H E  S A I D .

B E I N G  A  R E S P O N S I B L E  GOVERNMENTr HE ‘SAID, IT HAD TO TO J$CCE?T  THE
INCREASING ROLE IT WAS AStiED TO FLAY AND ADDED THAT NATIONAL~TASTON
AND ,SOCXALISM  EMERGED BECAUSE BUSINESSMEN FAILED TO BE FAXW. AND ?‘ij
EXCERCISE THEIR RIGHTS WITH RESPDNSBILITY.

+1F THE GOVERNMENT GOES INTO THE PRIVATE SECTOR AREAv IT‘ llil: NOT
BECAUSE IT WANTS TO1  BUT BECAUSE FAILURE TO DO 50 ‘MAY LEAD fij
CONSEQUENCE5 WHICH ARE BAD FOR EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE SUSINESSffEN  > -:-
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D .  t

*IF THERE IS INEQUITABILITY  BECAUSE OF THE FAILURE OF
BUSrNESSMEN  TO EXCERCISE RESPONSIBILITY v ‘THE GOVERNMENT H!tS ‘1’:; ,“;O’Qjrc:
IN IN ORDER TO FORESTALL DISTURBANCES THAT CAN DESTABXLIZE  THE
ECONOMY s + HE ADDED. ,

DATUK SER.1 OR MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS GLAD THAT OF LATE THE kCCI?i .:
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF TAN SRI WEE BOON PING HAD BECOME WORE y :
SENSITIVE 70 NATIONAL POLICIES AND HAD SHOWN GREATER SESIRE TO ACT
IN CONFORMITY WI’TH THEM: _

*THE ACCXM IS IN MORE FREQUENT CONTACT WITH THE GO'&RNMENT~
WHICH  HAD ENAPt.ED  A’ GREATER DEGREE OF PRODUCTIVE. INTERAdTKOM T!ic!:T  iS
B E N E F I C I A L  T O  ROTH  SID5Sq  HE SPID. -_.-BERNP?lA,:- _, ,( _ ^ 2 .., ““.~ .._, _~.__,,_.__~~  _.:__,~’ . . _ _:.e
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