
K= LUMPD.  -._

El-gAf~gf~;
tance  of a genuine co-
operation between Bu-
m i p u t e r a and
non-Bumiputcra bu-
sinessmen, said the
Government will give
consideration only to
those partnerships in
which the Euniiputcra
partner is judged as
capable of playing an
active role. .

“We will do this even  if
we are accused of helping
those who arc already ca-
pable of helping thcm-
.velves,”  hc  sa id  when
opening, the 38th annual
meeting of the Associat-
cd Chinese Chambers of
Coxhmcrcc  and Industry
of Malaysia (ACCCIM)
here today.

D r  M a h a t h i r  said that
those who did not have the
capability should spend time
to upgrade their skills cilhcr
through taking management
courses or through direct in-
volvcl”e”t at an appropriate
level  in order to gain experl-
encc.

Suspicion
He said Bumiputcras

should not cx~ect  free shurcs
or sinecure jdbs as a result of
s u c h  Stno-Malay  joint vcn-
turcs.

On the other hand, he ad-
ded. the non-Bumiputera
partners must not tempt
their Bumiputera partners
Into lending their “amcs  for
a ICC.

“I have found some people
offering one or two million
dollars to people who arc ob-
viously unsuitable partners.
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“erships to people who may
be close to me in return for
i~~fluence . I can assure you
that this is the surest wav 01
not getting what you wa<t.‘*

Dr Mahathir said the Gov.
crnment was not going to

preside ov ,L distribution
. .._ of money ,*anyone who

thinks he snould have his
turn irrespective of his capa-
bility or sincerity.

/ ‘So. if members of your
chamber are i”tcrcstcd  in
helping to achieve the New
Economic Pol icy (NEP).
please avoid the people who
claim that they know so-and-
so who can give  the neccs-
sary approval.”

Dr Mnhathir citing that
,therc was still a great deal of
suspicion between the ACC-
CIM and the Malay Chamber
‘of Commcrcc  and Industry
called on them to show their
‘sincerity and not to regard
‘co-opcmtion as a “lever to
‘obtain concessions or other
faci l i t ies  from the Gov-
ernment.”

’ Sine-Malay co-operation in
b u s i n e s s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
‘achieve the targets of the
INEP.
I Dr Mahathir stressed that
‘the Government cannot for-
/ever be buying companies in
order to acquire the neces-
s a r y  shares for Bumipu-
‘teras.

“This is because  you will
find yourself in conmetition
with- Govcrnmcnt-bwncd
companies and that is not
healihy for you.”

He wclcomcd  the setting
up of Unico Holdings Bcrhnd,
a joint  venture invcstmeid
company of Bumiputeras
sand non-Bumiputeras. ini-

!
tiated by ACCCIM.

H e  said  the c o m p a n y
‘should go into joint vcnturcs
with other institutions and
communities  so that it would
function  in accordance with
,its Malaysian ipcqtity.
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text of privatisation of some
“of the biggest Govcmmnont
services such as the railway,
_Telecoms and the airlines.

Dr Mahathir also asked
the chamber to react positi-
velv to the Government pri-

vat-tsntion p r o g r a m m e .
He said the Government is

willing to cxaminc  any pro-
posal although it has already
identified several  areas for
privatisation.

Dr Mahathir said that be-
cause the services to be pri-
vatised arc very big, no sin-.

gl~~pk¶on or company can
therefore take them on alone.

Malaysia” businessmen,
he added, must learn to work
together while holding min-

‘ority shares.

“Tl~c  idea that a company
c&x’ohly succeed if s0mcone
hdlds  controlling shares of 51
per cpnt must bc banished.  It
.is grossly unfair for anyone
;holding49  per cent to have no
say,ina company, espcclally
when $the  paid-up capital
hns‘into  millions of dollars.”

i’ H0’said that only when Ma-
Llaysians accepted that com-
ipanies  could be t-u” cffcctivc-
Ily even w i t h  them a s
Eminority shareholders that
:big companies could be built.
1 ,Dr*.Mahathir also said he’
;w,as,glad  that the ACCCIM.
;under the leadership of Tan
[Sri Wee Boon Pink, had’be-
come more sensitive to na-
jtional p o l i c i e s  a n d  h a d
shp‘vn greater <desire  $0 .act

.in conformity with these po:
1iciesY
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He. however. called on the

.nic stabilitj%ithe  cduntry.  _ _
“I know that everyone

j agrees with this target but
while you criticise the imple-

‘mentation  of the NEP. the
Govcrnmcnt criticiscs the

organisation to focus on com-
merce and industry as Ma-
laysians of Chinese origin.

“The Chinese are now no
longer -2”  immigrant com-
munity.”

On &itIcs of the NEP. Dr
Mahathir‘said  that when the
: Government formulated ccr-

Lain principles a”d targots.  it
really had the common good

.irr mind and not the good of a
i particular group or race.

He added that the twin tar-
! gets of the NEP to restruc-

turc society and eradicate
I poverty were actually set t0
snsure political and ccono-

passivity of  your acccp-
@cc.”

While  admitting that res-
tricted growth was one of the

by-products of the NEP. Dr
,Mahathir  said this was the
*price for political stability
which was vital for economic
growth in the country.

Dr Mahathir also said that
Jhe Governmenl’s increasiug
role in the private sector was
to prevent disturbances such
as riots and civil strife that
could dcstabihsc thti-ccon-

; OrnY.“Businessmen who believe I
completely in free cntcrprise

i
:are not averse to requesting
the Government to intervene:

,in order to save their busi-’
“es% We arc forever being;

.asked  to raise or lower tar-
,iffs,  to protect local indus-

tries . . . and as a responsible
Government we have to ac.’
cept  the increasing role WC

! are asked to play.”
N a t i o n a l i s m  and’  soc ia -

lism; Dr Mahathir added,
emerged because business-

) men  failed  to bc fair and to
exercise their rights with rc-

: sponsibility.
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