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A. EMBARGO: FOR R E L E A S E  AFTER 3.1 P . M .  fODAv9  S E P T .  4:
KUALA LUMPUR  9  S E P T . 4  (‘e,Ef{NAY”IA) -.- T H E  .$?c)u!JuI)  PERSCNAL  x:\IJth?b.

“’ Cf_)MPENSAT.~ON  PRO’JIDFG  F O R  U N D E R  T H E  A M E N D M E N T ’  TO THE CIL’IL  L A W  A C T
IS AIMED A T  S A F E G U A R D I N G  TAE I N T E R E S T S  0F T H E  POOR9:DA-iUK SEFtI-DR

. MAHA rHIH tli-~HAMAD  S A I D  T O N I G H T .---2.. __
T HE  PRIME ~$~N‘~STER  S A ID  T H AT  TH E  P U R P O S E  O F  A M E N D I N G  THE ACjT

WAS ‘l-:1!  PREVENT  MALAYSTANS  F R O M  B E C O M I N G  A  LTTIGIOUS  S(j,CrE’rY. ‘j
HE SAID T H E  AMENDtqENT W A S  M A D E  T O  P R E V E N T  A N  UNOESIRABLE '

SITUATION  SUCH AS IN T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  W H E R E  A PERSON CGULD SUE
ANytjt\I’& INCLUL,ING  T H E  DQC’r(>R  WHO T R E A T E D  HI!“ir OR A N Y O N E  id!-!0 HELPED

’ HI;M kjHlI_E  ,I-!E WAS I N J U R E D .
+THT.S  H A S C R E A T E D  A  SOCIETY  T H A T  0NLY’ S E E S  T H I N G S  I N  T E R M S  OF

IICIW M U C H  MONEY  C A N  BE QDTp!INED  FR0M  S U I N G  S O M E O N E .  W E  DO NoI W A N T
out? S O C I E T Y  TO BECOME L I K E  THATr+  H E  S A I D  I N  T H E  RTM’S EHWAL  SEHASA
PROGRAMME  O V E R .  T E L E V I S I O N .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  MAHATHAIR  W A S  I N T E R V I E W E D  DY UTUSAN MELAYU GRpJP
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F  E N C I K  Z A I N U D D I N  MAID.IN  A N D  I T M  DIRECTOR N I K  ABDUL
RASHID  MAJID I N  T H E  4S-MINUTE  P R O G R A M M E  C H A I R E D  EY E N C I K  S A L L E H
P A T E H  AKHIR.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  I F  M A L A Y S I A  DECAME  A  L I T I G I O U S
.’ SOCIETY 9 I T  W A S  S U R E L Y  T H E  P O O R  W H O  WUULD  S U F F E R .

+XF WE BECOME A LITIGIOUS SOCIETY WHICH O F T E N - S U E  F O R ~
COMPENSATICN9  U N D E S I R A B L E  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  W I L L  R E S U L T =  S U C H  A S  H A D
O C C U R R E D  I N  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S  W H E R E  I F  A  P E R S O N 9  3A’f9 F A L L S  O N  ‘THE.
ROAO  NO ONE WILL HELP HIM i3ECAUSE  ANYONE WHO HELPS HIM I'lIGt-iT SE . . I

S U E D  9 - t  H E  A D D E D . .
I T  H A D  C O M E  TO S U C H  A  S T A G E  I N  C E R T A I N  C O U N T R I E S  T H A T  E V E N  “j

DOCTORS D I D  N O T  W A N T  TO A S S I S T  ANYi?NE  U N L E S S  A S K E D  T O .  - :
+ILF  W E  H A V E  S’UCH  A  S O C I E T Y 9  TIiE P06R W I L L  S U F F E R 9  N O T  TidOSE’

W I T H  M O N E Y  9+ H E  A‘DDED. i- MORE
THIS WAS BECAUSE THE INSURANCE COMPANIES W O U L D .  RAISF THE:

P R E M I U M S  A S  A  R E S U L T  0F H A V I N G  T O  P A Y  e7UT M O R E  COMPENSAT60Nv  HE -
SAl.9.

+IN V I E W  0F T H I S 9 TO S A F E G U A R D  T H E  I N T E R E S T S  OF T H E  ‘r’OO;ir i$F
MUST ENSURE THAT THE COMPENSz4TION  PAID' OUT IS REASONABLEv+  WE iADDED .
R E B U T T I N G  A R G U M E N T S  T H A T  T H E  A M E N D M E N T  W A S  A G A I N S T  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F
T H E  P E O P L E  A N D  P R O T E C T E D  T-HE I N T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  I N S U R A N C E  CO~~F’AN’rF””i’ L. a

H E  AGREED  T H A T  I T  W A S  G00D F O R  A N  A C C I D E N T  VICTIM 'TO RfC:EIV:?Z .,,
'tiI61-l C O M P E N S A T I O N  B U T  R E M I N D E D  T H A T  T H E  COMPENSATIQN  tiAS N0T G$UEN
F R E E  C U T  C A M E  F R O M  P R E M I U M S  P A I D  T O  T H E  .INSURANCE  COMFANIES.

+THUS9 I T  W E  W A N T  T O  H A V E  H I G H  C O M P E N S A T I O N 9  T H E  P R E M I U M S  HILL
E V E N T U A L L Y  DE RAI.SED.

+ W E  S H O U L D  R E M E M B E R T H A T I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N I E S  DID N0T  EXlST F O R
T H E  PURF’OSE O F  C H A R I T Y  .  .  . T H E Y  EXIST’,AS  B U S I N E S S  BCtDIECj  A N D  H A V E  TO
M A K E  PRCIFITS.+ i

DATUK  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  I N  THE E N D  T H E  ‘rl0RS’T AFFECTEG
EY T H E  H I G H E R  P R E M I U M S  W O U L D  B E  T H E  L O W E R  - I N C O M E  G R O U P ’ .  - - -  M O R E

-7-- ‘_ ‘. .-- -_
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A S K E D  W H E T H E R  A  C0MPENSATIoN  O F  $ 1 0 9 0 0 0  W A S  LOW F O R  TH:c‘aOS; 1
D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  F E L T  T H A T  I T  W A S  A  L O T  F O R  A  P E R S O N  WITH’A
L O W  S A L A R Y . .jz

H E  S A I D  T H A T  I F  T H E  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  W A S  R A ’ I S E D  TQ‘ $25900&R
‘.

$ 2 0 0 9 0 0 0 9  T H E  P R E M I U M S  W O U L D  S I M I L A R L Y  B E  R A I S E D ,
H E  SAID T H A T  IF T H E P E O P L E  W A N T E D  H I G H E R  COMPENiATION9  ,THERE

WERE PROVZSPDNS  IN THE LAW TO ENABLE T H I S ,
HE A D D E D  T H A T  T H E  Y A N G  D I - P E R T U A N  AGONG,COULD.HAVE IT R A I S E D  T O

$ 2 5 9 0 0 0 9  81009OilO  O R  E V E N  $ 2  M I L L I O N ;
+THIS  W E  C A N  D O . T H E R E  I S  N O  ‘ P R O B L E M  B U T  ,T.H-E P O I N T  I S  W E  W A N T

TQ t-0UK  A F T E R  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F  T H E  P O O R  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  W O U L D  N O T  H A V E  TO
RAY V E R Y  H I G H  ‘ P R E M I U M S . +  - -  M O R E .
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M A H A T H I R - A C T  5  K U A L A  L U M P U R  ( E M B A R G O )

QATUK S E R I  DR M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  GOVERNMEidT  H A D  T O  TAKE A N
O V E R A L L  VIEW3  N O T  O N L Y  O F  T H O S E  R E C E I V I N G  T H E  C O M P E N S A T I O N  B U T  ALSO
T H O S E  P A Y I N G  T H E  P R E M I U M S ,  W H O  W E R E  M O R E  I N  N U M B E R .

,tSECAUSE  OF ONE P E R S O N  W H O  B R E A K S  H I S  L E G  A N D  W A N T S  $3.(.MILLIONr
ANOTHER  300 OR 4 0 0  P E O P L E  W O U L D  H A V E  T O  P A Y  T H E  PREMIUMSg+‘!HE  ‘ A D D E D . ”

T H E  P R I M E  MINSSTER  A G R E E D  T H A T  C L A I M S  W E R E  M A D E  0NLY‘:ONCE‘IN A ‘,
WHILE.S\JT ADDED THAT IF EVERYONE WHO PAID A $10 PRE,MIUM'.Clh%‘IMED

Ct)MPENSATION  O F  $lOCtr S U R E L Y  T H E  I N S U R A N C E  CClMPANIESHOU’iD  ‘ C L O S E
DOWN. *’

I.

A S K E D  W H E T H E R  T H E  FIXING OF T H E  A M O U N T  OF C O M P E N S A T I O N .  AMOUNTED  ’
T O  LACK O F  F A I T H  I N  COMPETENCY  OF C O U R T  JUDGE%  HE SAID T H A T  T H E  -
D E C I S I O N  M A D E  BY A N Y  J U D G E  H A D  ITS L I M I T S  A N D  T H I S  W A S  N O T  T H E  F I R S T
TIME:: THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD SET,  LIMITS REGARDING CERTAIN MATTERS.--
MORE
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+THG J U D G E S  A R E  O N L Y  F R E E  T O  A C T  I N  ACCQRDANCE  W I T H  THE' LAWS.
SE-t- DOWN e W E  A R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  FOR T H E  I N T E R E S T 5  O F  T H E  N A T I O N  A N D  W E
CANN3T  L O O K  A T  qNE C O U R T  C A S E  O N L Y  9 f H E  S A I D .

>. R E P L Y I N G  T0 V I E W S  T H A T  T H E  A M E N D M E N T  W A S  M A D E  B A S E D  O N
A M E N D M E N T S  T O  T H E  E N G L I S H  LAWI D A T U K  SERI +R MAHATHIR SA’XD TH AT  I T 1'
HAI3 ,NOTHXNG  T O  D O  WiTH W H A T  T H E  SRITISH  D I D .  ’ I

,r-‘JDDAY  IS T H E  F I R S T .  T I M E  T H A T  I  A M  H E A R I N G  ABOUT T H E  PRITISH
I ( A M E N D I N G  T H E  LAW-1  . BUT PERHAPS THERE  -WERE OTHER MINI5~ERS WHO.- G A V E ’
1 T H E I R  E X P L A N A T I O N S  O N  T H I S  ,MATTER.+
i H E  S A I D  H E  H A D  S P O K E N  O F  THEA I M P O R T A N C E  O F  ‘ H A V I N G  SUCH A L A W  A

YE A R A G 0 .
..I

T H O S E  C O N C E R N E D ,  S U C H  A S  L A W Y E R S  A N D  C O N S U M E R S  ASSOCXAT’IONS,
CQU1.D I!ESATE  THE,  M A T T E R !  H E  A D D E D  W H E N  C O M M E N T I N G  ABOUT C R I T I C I S M S
T H A T  T H E  SILL  H A D  B E C O M E  C O N T R O V E R S I A L  SECAUSE  IT WAS KEPT A S E C R E T
AND MOT M A D E  P U B L I C  E A R L I E R .

+‘l-t.If: GILL SHQULD  H A V E  B E E N  D E B A T E @  B Y  T H E  MiMBERS  OF
t”!\t!l..  lAMI-NT. THC E L E C T E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  F R O M  T H E  RUL.ING.  A N D
I:) f’ f’ I? 5 1 T .E 15 tJ PA R T I E S C O U L D  .DESATE I T  F U L L Y .  I F  T H E Y  H A D  B E E N
I N T E R I-! S T E D , T H E R E  W A S  NO~,j-lING  T O  STOP  T H E M . +  - -  M O R E

M A H A T H I R  - ACT 7  K U A L A  LUiPUR. (EMS:ARGt>) ”

HE S A I D  T H A T  IF, I'T W A S  D E B A T E D  I N  T H E  NEWSPAPERS’i]R OTHER
F’3RUMEv N O  DECISXO~N  COULD  SE TAK&N.’

+Tf’IS IS BECAUSE  IN S U C H  D E B A T E S  N O R M A L L Y  V A R I O U S  V I E W S  A R E
AIRED3 p’3SSISLY I N F L U E N C E D  BY E M O T I O N S ,  AND ALsO By THOSE  WHO  M I G H T
t{fiVE LITTLE:  HNOWLEDGE ABOUT T H E  TOPIC,+

HE SAID THAT NO DECISION C O U L D  .BE ARRIVED AT k?,ECAUSr=,  W H A T E V E R *
THE L A W S  WERE1  T H E R E  WOULD  .ALWAYS, S E  T H O S E  WHO DID ‘NOT AGREE WITH
T H E M .

FURTHERMORE?  T H E R E  WERE L A W S  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  F E L T  WERE, <.
N E C E S S A R Y  TO SE I M P L E M E N T E D  F O R  T H E  GOOD OF THE PEOPLE RUT WHICH’

‘,

‘WERE:  NOT POPU,LARI  H E  A D D E D ,  - -  BERNAMA .!
.1 . . ..

.’
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