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f QKUALA  LUMPURv  S E P T .  4  (BERNAMAI -- RESIDENTS IN. MALAYSIA MUST -’

BE PREPARED To PAY ROAD TOLLS IF THEY WANT THE GOVERNMENT TO’REPLACE
T H E  R O A D S  B U I L T  I N  P R E - W ’ A R  D A Y S  WITH-+REALLY  T O P  C L A S S +  ONES,  ,,PRIME
MINlSTER  DATUK  SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAM_A_D  SAID.

IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FQ%iiitE-GTVERNMENT  TO BUILD EXPRESSWAYS TO
E A S E  T R A F F I C  C O N G E S T I O N  A N D  P R O V I D E  C O M F O R T  FOR.ROAD-USERS  W I T H O U T
T O L L  COLLECTION3  H E  A D D E D .

‘: +wHERE  A R E  W E  G O I N G  T O  G E T  T H E  M O N E Y  IF H E  D O N ’ T  H A V E  T O L L .  I F
HE ASK THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO DO IT THEY MUST BE PAIDi+ HE SAID IN A
H A L  EHWAL S E M A S A  (cURRENT  A F F A I R S )  I N T E R V I E W  O V E R  R T M  T0NIGH.T.

H E  SAID THAT.RoAD-USERS  I N  M A L A Y S I A  W E R E  F O R T U N A T E  IN T H A T
T H E R E  W E R E  C O M P A R A T I V E L Y  F E W  CARS,  AND.THEY W E R E  O N L Y  REQUZRED T O  P A Y
A  T O L L  O F  A B O U T  TWO’OR  T H R E E  S E N  P E R  l.&KM O N  A  T R I P  B E T W E E N  SEREMt3AN
A N D  KUALA  L U M P U R .

IN JAPAN3  R O A D - U S E R S  P A I D  N E A R L Y  30 S E N  P E R  1 . 6  K M .  F O R  U S E  O F
T H E I R  E X P R E S S W A Y S  A N D  T H E Y  H A D  A B O U T  8 0  M I L L I O N  CARSI H E  A D D E D .  - - _

‘ A S K E D  W H E T H E R  T H E  GOVERNMENT~COULD I M P O S E - P E T R O L E U M . T A X
I N C O R P O R A T I N G  T O L L  PAYMENT3 H E  S A I D  T H I S  W O U L D  B E  AN.EASIER W A Y  8UT
UNFORTUNATELY.PEOPLE  WHo D I D  N O T  uSE T H E  E X P R E S S W A Y S  W O U L D  A L S O  H A V E
T o  P A Y .

+IF T H E  PE‘OPLE  A R E  .WILLINGv  W E  C A N  R A I S E  T H E  T A X  B U T  DON’.T H A K E
N O I S E .

+WE R A I S E ’  T H E  T A X  o,N P E T R O L E U M  A N D  A L L  T H E  P E O P L E  CLAMOUR  W H Y
T H E Y  H A V E  T o  P A Y  T A X .

,

+ O N  .THE OTHER-HAND? IF TH‘E P E O P L E  S O  WANTI T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L
S T O P  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  A L L  E X P R E S S W A Y S .  BUT D O N ’ T  C O M P L A I N  W H E N  W E ,
C A N N O T  M O V E  B E C A U S E  oF T R A F F I C  JAMS~+  H E  A D D E D . .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  A L T H O U G H  T H E R E  W A S  N O W  C O L L E C T I O N
O F  TOLLr I T  W A S  N O T  S U F F I C I E N T  T O  M E E T  T H E  C O S T  OF B U I L D I N G  T H E
ROADS AND PROVIDING OTHER FACILITIES. -- MORE.

T - H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  E S T I M A T E D  IN 1980 THAT IT  WOULD COST ‘Z&r000
~*MILLION T o  B U I L D  A N  E X P R E S S W A Y  F R O M  &UKIT K A Y U  HXTAM  T O  J O H O R

BAHARU.
HE.ADDED  T H A T  I T  WPULD T A K E  4 0  Y E A R S  T o  R E C O V E R  T H A T  A M O U N T  A T

C U R R E N T  T O L L  R A T E S .
D ’ A T U K  SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID NO O N E  W A S  W I L L I N G  T O  B U I L D  R O A D S

F R O M  T O L L  C O L L E C T I O N  B E C A U S E  T H E  A M O U N T  W A S  S O  S M A L L  C O M P A R E D  W I T H
T H E  .ACTUAL  C O S T .

O N  T O L L  C O L L E C T I O N  A T  T H E  J O H O R  CAUSEWAY3  HE,SAID T H E
GOVERNMENT HAD SPENT -MILLIONS OF RINGGIT TO BUILD IT ‘AND BECAUSE OF
T H A T  C O L L E C T I O N  W A S  N E C E S S A R Y .

C O M M E N T I N G  O N  T H E  D I F F E R I N G  O P S N I O N S ’ B E T W E E N  T H E  F E D E R A L  A N D
JoHoR G O V E R N M E N T S  OVER’THE MATTER7 THE, P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SAID H E  H A D
DIscussED I T  WITH JotioR MENTERI BEsAR DATUK  AJIB AHMAD W H O  H A D

A G R E E D  T O .  T H E  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  .THE -TOLL.  - -  M O R E



MAHATHIR-F,Ay  4. KUALA ‘LUMPUfl  CEMSARGQS’ > ,’ :.
.‘.7 1 ,, .‘i,( ‘_

AS&ED  WHETHER TO,LL’, COlrL;.ECTIbN  WOULD GUARANTEE,  THA~T iHE .PEOf’Lk,“’
WOULtJ*.fjAVE  G O O D  ROADSI  HE S A I D  ‘ I T  W A S  lMPOSSI8L~  TO .COLLECt  E N O U G H :
MONEY@)  B U I L D  R O A D S  T H A T  W E R E  ,REALLY.  +FIRST  ‘ C L A S S + .  i

IN;,THIS  ‘CONTEXT HE SAID, THERE HAD SEEN ‘.ADVICE FROM OTHER _
CONSUL,T\NCY  BODIES N O T  T O  B U I L D  R O A D S  THAT’WERE  :TOO ‘ C O S T L Y  ANO”TD  1
CUT COST. -‘,

"
'.

HE EXPLAINED.  THAT ‘ROADS  INCLUDING  THE 8EREMBAN-KUALA LUMBUR
HIGHNAY  AND THE EAST-WEST HIGHWAY WERE SPOILT’BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT’;
H A D  T R I E D  T O  R E D U C E  E X P E N S E S . ,

DATUK  SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE EAiT-WEiT  HIGHWAY SHOULD NOT ,’
HAVE BEEN BUILT BY CUTTING MOUNTAINS AtiD, BUILDING AL@GSlDE THEM‘AS \
W A S  D O N E  BUT WITH 8RIDGES  A N D  T H R O U G H  T U N N E L S ;  _, j 1 ‘.

I T  W O U L D  PROVABLY  H A V E  cow  T H RE E  ,TIWES  MORE:  SY ,~THE ’HQWEVER 1
,_~SECOND<METHOD  *AND SO BECAUSE OF WANTING TO SAVE ON C6STvEfECAUSE

C O L L E C T I O N  19 L I T T L E ,  W E  H A D  T O  .BUILD  R O A D S  U S I N G  A’METHOD  WHICH’IS- ~
NOT SO ~‘GOODv*  H E  A D D E D . .i’ I,
- -  i3EPNAMA
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