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KUALA LUMPURs SEPFT .4 (BERNAMA) +«- DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD ASSURED THE PRESS TONIGHT OF PRESS FREEDOM, BUT SALD THEY
SHOULD EXERCISE IT WiTH & SENSE OF KESRONSIBILITY TOWARDS SOCIETY.
~ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE FREEDOM WAS SOMETIMES ABUSED
ESFECIALLY BY NEW PUBLICATIONG WHICH TRIED TO ATTRACT READERS BY
RAISING COMTROVERSIAL ISSUES OK BY DRUMMING UP CONTROVERSY.

+SOME BRING UP THE ISSUE OF RACE: SOME EXPLOIT SEXs AND STILL
OTHERS QELIBERATELY PIT ONE GioUP AGAINST ANGTHERs+ HE SAID IN THE
+EHWAL SEMASAT (CURRENT ARFAZASY PROGRAMME OVER TELEVISION MALAYSIA.

+NEWSPAPERS #WOULD »Puic & GUESTION TO ONE GROUP AND THEN ASK
ANCTHER 70 COMMENT OM THE: REQPFONGE. ) :

HE HOPED THAT THE ESTABLISHED PAPERS ESPECIALLY WOULD NOT USE

SUCH TACTICS A4S RAISING SENSZITIVE ISSUES TO INCREASE THEIR
CIRCULATION. -- MORE - ’
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PATUK SERI DR MAHMATHIN Saip: +I1 FINS THAT IN THIS SITUATION
(WHERE NEW PUBLICATIONS PLAY UP SENSITIVEIISSUESTO LURE READERS)
THE ESTABLIGHER PAPERS FEEL THREATENED AND CARE AFRAID THAT) IF THEY
ACT RESPONSEBL'Y .THEYMaY REDUCE THEIR SHARE OF THE MARKET.

VMAYBE 1 AM WRONG. RUT THE ESTABLISHED PAPERS APPEAR TO ME TO
WANT TO ALSO USE SENSITIVE I1SSUESFOR MARKETING PURPOSES. I HOPE
THIS DOES NOT HAPREN,t :

STRESSING THE NEED FGR THE MEDIA TO HAVE A SENSE OF
RESPONSIBILITY . TOWARDS SNCYETY. HE SAXD THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE THE .

= TO GEAR THE BURDEN 1¥ THEY CAUSED UNREST. .
ON&THE %gums MINISTER HAD BEEN ASKED TO COMMENT ON PRESS FREEDOM IN
THE COUNTRY WHERE CERTAIN PUBLICATIONS EXPLOITED SEX TO ATTRACT
READERS WHILE OTHERS COMBLAINED OF TOO MANY RESTRICTIONS.

ACTUAMLY: HE SAIDs ThE GOVERNMENT WAS IN A DILEMMA OVER PRESS -
PREEDOWM EN THE COUNTRY. -~ MORE - 1
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FUHER T JUST TOOK OVER AS PRIME, MINISTER, I WAS OF THE VIEW THAT

WE SHOULDGIVE MORE FREEDOM TO THE PRESS.|INVITED ALL THE EDITORS
AND 5UGGSSTED THAT THEY GSHOULD HAVE A COLUMN TO CRITICISE THE

GOVERMMENT AN5 BRING UP ISSUESREQUIRING GOVERNMENT ATTENTION»+HE
ADDED . S

HE SO FELT THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE M O R E LIBERAL [N
ISSULNG YHE KDN OR PUBLICATION PERMIT. 3w

HE G400 THAT PUBLICATIONPERMITS»WHICH WERE SODIFFICOLT TO GET
IN ¥H4E FASTy WERE NOW GIVEN TO ALL WHO APPLIED.. FOR THEM.

+1FIND THAT SINCE ME ISSUED MANY KONRERMITS» MANY PAPERS HAVE
comE UP . BUT WE ALSO FIND THAT THE FREEDOM THAT WE GIVE HAS )
SOMET IMEY BEEN ABUSEDERY S5OME PAPERS?+ HE SAID. -- BERNAMA'4
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